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ABDULKURREEM, the ſon of 
Khojeh Akebut Mahmood, and grand- 
ſon of Mohammed Bolaky, was born in 
the land of Caſhmeer, the ſemblance of 
the celeſtial Paradiſe*, the inheritance 
of our great anceſtor ; and like him was 
baniſhed from his native ſoil ; but with 
this difference, that Adam had firſt taſted 
the fruit of his ſin. 


2 


ö Befriend me, for T am the Adam of this 

"age; 

None but the aconrfed 8, Satan, will be my. 

enemy. | 
I now humbly addref lf to the 
truly learned, who although they be per⸗ 
fect in knowledge and wiſdom, are ready 

to excuſe the defefts of others. p23 


© Cul 18 Riled, in all publick wriings Jeu- | 
netnexeer or ee Paradiſe. 
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At the time Nadir Shah invaded Hin- 
doſtan, I dwelt in the city of Shahje- 


| hanabad*. I had long wiſhed to have 


an opportunity of making a pilgrimage 


t) Mecca, as well as to viſit the holy 


5 ſhrines, and to kiſs the feet of the true 
believers. Now ſince every one who 
heartily perſeveres, will ſurely obtain the 
object of his wiſhes, it ſo happened, that 


J was introduced to Mirza Aly Akber, 
who although nominally only keeper of 


the records, yet from there not being 
any prime miniſter, performed all the 
functions of that office. FE Whatever 


« God reſolves ſhall come to paſs, he al- 


0 fo produces the means of its accom- 


« pliſhment.” Summarily, Mirza Aly 
Akber preſented me to Nadir Shah, who 


engaging his word, that I ſhould be per- 


mitted to perform the pilgrimage of 


Mecca, I entered into his ſervice. | 


After 


8 Or Dehly. 
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After my return from my travels, 
which proved longer than J had at firſt 
intended, ſome of my deareſt friends, of 
whoſe love and affection I had expe - 
rienced moſt ſubſtantial proofs, adviſed 
me to draw up a ſummary relation of 
my journey, and ſome account of the 
court of Perſia ; together with a narra- 
tive of the moſt intereſting events in the 
Hiſtory of Hindoſtan, ſince my arrival 
at Hooghly, which I have accordingly 
attempted 1 in a plain and unaffected ſtyle. 
It is irkſome to be teaſed with old tales; 
Dou had better tell only what you bave 
yourſelf ſeen. 
The flory of F erhad and Shireen®is be- 
come unintereſtin 83 
Lite poſi Love, or an 2 old . 


| 1 relate 
* Ferhad is a celebrated Perſian Statuary, ſaid to have 
cut many figures in the mountains of Beyſitoon for his lo ve 
of Shireen. This mountain is deſcribed by our author 
in the : account of his travels through Perſia. 
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T relate what I have beheld with mine 
eyes; 


Not mere hearſay, or antiquated fables. 
No man in his fenſe would travel an un- 


hnown road ; 


N, hatever the Piri tells you, 750 s from his 


oe obſerva tion. 


As T have entitled this little work 4 
true Relation, ſo I have kept the con- 
tents free from flattery and exaggeration, 
which too often ſtain the hiſtoric page. 
I have alſo avoided prolixity, as well as 
ſtudied cadences, and flowing periods, 
which only ſerve to perplex the ſenſe. 5 


Hafiz exclaims, that, nevertheleſs, they, are 
mut all abſurdities ; 

| 7 here being attually ne ftaries, as well 
as wonderful traditions, 
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3 FRE had given poſitive orders to Hajee 
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: him. However, many diſguſted with his 
tyranny, ran all hazards by ſtaying be- 
hind; ſome of whom incurred the puniſh- 
ment, whilſt others were happy enough 
to elude the diligent ſearch of the Cut- 


Kezlebaſhes* on their march to Dehly, 


ſcorching hot, when the Perſians unac- 


. 0 "Oy yy 1 
= | effy amily. 
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ears and noſes, and then ſend them to 


wal. As all the country on the Lahoor 
road had been totally deſolated by the 


Nadir Shah now reſolved to take the 
route of Syalkote, which being well in⸗ 
5 habited, would afford him freſh plunder. 
Being the month of May, the ſun's rays 
were exceedin gly powerful, and the wind 


cuſtomed to ſuch weather, and who were 
- clothed for a cold climate, were not able 
Ts 1 


An order of ſoldiers among the Perfians, as the 
Janizaries among the Turks. It ſignifies in the Turkiſh 
language red heads, and they are ſo called from the red 
caps, which they wore when firſt inſtituted by Sheikh 
Hyder, the father of Shak Iſmail, n King of the 
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: to ſu pport the fatigue, ſo that great num- 


bers of men and cattle expired on this 
march, Thoſe who ſurvived the fatigue 
and heat of the journey were reſtored to 
their health by the refreſhing ſtream of 
Chenab, which iſſuing from the neigh- 
3 bouring mountains, Was at this ſeaſon ſo 
F 0 intenſely cold, that no man could ſtand 


in it up to his waiſt for one moment. 
As ſoon as the bridge was formed over 


the Chenab, the inhabitants, who upon 
the approach of the Perſian army, had 
fled to the mountains to avoid being plun- 
dered, came in the middle of the night, 


and throwing large trees into the river, 


the rapidity of the ſtream carried them 
with ſuch violence againſt the boats, 8 
broke the chains aſunder, and a great 
number of people periſned. Nadir Shah 
deſpairing of being able to repair the 


bridge, was under the neceſſity of croſs- 


ing his army in boats; which detained 


| MEMOIRS or 


king here ſome days. This halt, however, 


was of great ſervice to his troops, by al- 
lowing them time to recruit their health 

and ſpirits. Men of all ranks were dif- 

ſatisfied with his ſervice, yet dared not i 
deſert ; but were compelled to ſubmit to 2 I 


his ſeverities, ſooner than entail utter ruin 
on their families, who would have been 
made accountable for their conduct; and 
their property wherever it could have 
been diſcovered, would have been confiſ- 
cated. Thus without either chain or 
yoke, they were held in cruel bondage ; ; 
and whilſt the inſtruments of their maſ- 
ter's tyranny, were themſelves the moſt 
abject and oppreſſed ſaves. 
Abulhaſſan Beg, the Vekah Base 
was ordered to place truſty people at the 


ferry, to examine all perſons before they /. „ 


i paſſed the river; and if any valuable 


. 


9 A officer of high rank, but whoſe particular duty 
we have not been able to learn. 7 
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jewels were diſcovered upon them, to 
ſeize and ſend them to the royal treaſury. 

Upon the publication of this order, ſome 
came of themſelves, and delivered up the | 
jewels they had got in plunder, and theſe 


e ABDULKURR EN. 


were rewarded with dreſſes and other pre- 


ſents. From others were taken what they 
had concealed in the packs and faddles 
of their horſes, camels, or mules. Some 
buried their ſtores in the ground, hoping 
that after the ſearch was over, they might 
be able to return, and dig them up again; 
but from the ſtrict orders of Nadir Shah, 
which were punctually obeyed, it was im- 
poſſible for any one to recroſs the river; 
and thus the treaſure remained in the 
bowels of its parent earth. Others, out 
of rage and indignation, threw into the 
river whatever they had concealed. The 
Vekah Baſhy was directed to ſee that all 
the Hindoſtany priſoners were releaſed, 
and ren in charge to Zekariah Khan, 
: B 4 the 
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G bahdar of Lahoor, to be ſent back 
"to > her? reſpe 25 countries. 


= the had croſſed the Che- 
nab, Nadir Sha 


informed his officers of 
his intention to march to Caſhmeer ; but 
upon its being repreſented to him that 
the roads were difficult for an army to 
paſs, and that proviſions would be found 
very ſcarce, he laid aſide all thoughts of 
that expedition. Here Zekariah Khan 5 
took his leave and ſet out for Lahoor. 5 by; 
By repeated marches, without one halt- = 


ing day intervening, notwithſtanding it 
Trained almoſt inceſſantly, he arrived on the 8 
banks of the Jylum. In the middle of 
the river, a camel loaded with gold plate 8 
took fright, and falling from the bridge of 
boats was drowned, and no part of the 
plate was ever recovered, At this place 
Nadir Shah ſent back Mahomed Shah's 
: artillery, and made them a preſent of the Bp 
” gold Piney, which was ſunk i in the river, 7 
55 1 


They of of courſe exerted all the i 5 
vours, but only loſt their time. 
: indeed, that they four ci b 
ewer. Although it rail 7 
marched along the borders of Rawil Pun- 
a, and paſſing Haſſan Abdal, encamp- 
cd on the banks of the river, which runs 
through the territory of the Afghans of 
Youſef Zei. From hence he ſent a de- 
tachment to ſubdue thoſe Afghans, who a 
had never yet been deprived e of their inde- 
pendence. They had a deep river to 
: paſs, and the Afghans had burnt all the 
boats; but Nadir Shah ordered the men 
to croſs on elephants, and ſwim their 
| horſes ; ; by which means having gained 
the oppoſite ſide, the enemy, after a 


ee bs 


- vigorous reſiſtance, in which they ſuffer- 


ed great ſlaughter, were obliged to ſub- 
mit 5 and to obtain quarter, engaged to 
pay a tribute, and to furniſh Nadir Shah's 
army with thirty thouſand effective men. 
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Other Deere ces + hg g Nadir Shabfs 
- Expedition againſt. the Ajghans of 


EZ au. EL 95 
80 ON alter Nadir Shah 8 arrival in the 
territory of Youſef Zei, he iſſued an 
edict to the governors of all the pro- 
vinces of Iran“, whereby he granted: a 
total remiſſion of tribute from that king 
dom for three years to come. [- 

He appointed Ameer Hajee Khan his 
Ambaſſador to the Emperor of Turkey, 
to whom he ſent fifteen elephants and a few 
Jewels, with ſome Caſhmeery ſhawls, and 
other valuable productions of Hindoſtan. 
The party that accompanied him, were 
ordered to be mounted on fine horſes, 


neh 
* The Perſian empire. 1 Kyſr Room. 


5 


Foy 


10 MEMOIRS or 


at capariſoned. The letter which he 
_ Wrote to the Empergr of Turkey contain- 
ed, amongſt other matters, as follows: 
That the wall which Zobeideh Khatun 
cauſed to be erected, to mark the road 
from Cufah to Mecca, has been demo- 
liſhed by the Arabs, who have deſtroyed 
the wells, and now plunder the pilgrims, 
verifying the verſe of the Koran which 
ſays, © that the Arabs are the moſt hard- 
ened infidels.” That it is therefore in- 


cumbent on the Emperor of Turkey, to 


order the governor of. that province to 
repair the road, and extirpate the bands 
of. robbers that infeſt it; ſo that the 

| Pilgrims of Iran and Turan®, may paſs 


in ſafety by that route, which is their 


neareſt way to Mecca ; under the con- 
duct of Ameer Hajee Khan, whom 


| Sw Nadir Shah had now appointed to that 
Py office. T hat if on account of the war 


. 15 Ti ; 5 - | againſt 


® Torcomania, 
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againſt the Chriſtians, the Emperor 
ſhould find it inconvenient to puniſh the 


Arabs, he need only ſignify as much to 


Nadir Shah, who would ſend an army 


of Kezlebaſhes, to deliver the righteous 

from out of the hands of thoſe miſ- 
creants, which would be an act merito- 
rous before God and man. That whereas i 


at Mecca the Imams in the four orato- 


ries of the four ſects*, pray for the Em- 
peror of Turkey alone, Nadir Shah re- 
queſted, that in the oratory of Shafei, 5 
which is ſituated on the ſide of Iran, his 
own name might be uſed. He alſo de 
ſired that Seffy Mirza, who was at the 
court of Conſtantinople+, might be. ſent 
to him, for the preſervation of peace and 5 
e ; for that if this requeſt was re- 
fuſed 


The four a, are : Henefee, Malekee, Hembely, 


and Shafei. . 
+ Coſtentiniah. | 
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10 ed, a watnjonldbe the inevitable con- 
ſequence; adding, that is is manly, to 
give notice of our intention. The above 
are all the particulars upon which I was 
able to obtain information. 
Nadir Shah ordered the Darogah of 
the Feel- chancht to ſend. all the ele- 
phants beſore the army, through Ghuz- 
neen, and Kandahar, to Herat, to pre- 
vent ſcarcity of proviſions i in the camp. 
Many of theſe animals had been uſed to 
cat ſugar-cane and various drugs « of Hin- 
doſtan, which not being procurable in 
many places through which they paſſed, : 
afforded their keepers ample pretexts for 
extorting fines from the people of the 
country. And whenever an elephant 
died, the keeper, in order to exculpate 
| himſelf with Nadir Shah, repreſented 
that it had happened from the want of 
1 Maſier of the Elephant, 


Seventy-five elephants died SORES Ca 
bul and Herat. 


Nadir Shah being intaioged on che 


banks of the river, three Afghans ſwam 


over from the oppoſite ſide in the middle 


of the night, and having entered the outer 


tent, were proceeding to his ſleeping 


; apartment ; but the noiſe. of their feet 


having awakened him, he removed to 


another place, and being ignorant of 


their number, thought it moſt prudent 


to obſerve ſilence. They entered the 
ſleeping tent, and haxin 
main deſign, whick vas: 


| nated the Shah, they god: chemſebves 
with the moſt valuable effects they could 


8 lay their hands uf. The guards were 
ſoon alarmed, but the Afghans plunged 


into the water, dived like aligators, and 
N ee 


g fartherdifieeR\ U on be country, 
from the effects of the Shah's difpleaſure. 


ing 5 in their 


bh, 7 
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ſwam acroſs the river with their booty. 
In the morning, the guards who were 
ſtationed near the river were put to death, 


and all thoſe of other poſts, were puniſhed 


with different degrees of ſeverity, pro- 
portionate to their neglect of duty. As 
the ſeaſon for paſſing the mountans 
would now ſoon be elapſed, he did not 
trouble himſelf to make any enquiry into 
the conſpiracy, Which would have de- 


tained him here. He crofled the river 
in the middle of the territory of Vouſef 


Zei, where it is divided into five branches, 


over three of which. bridges were con- 


ſtructed, the other two were fordable. 
The five ſtreams unite at the ferry of 
Peiſhore, which confluence i is called the 
| Attock. In ancient books it is called 


8 


The Nuffuckchee PO 8 


abiy to the Shah's orders, having diſtri- 
buted his men upon the bridges, and at 
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the fords, took from the ſoldiers the re- 
mainder of the Hindoſtany priſoners, and 
gave them in charge to Hajee Aſkeree, 
the agent of Zakaria Khan, Soobahdar 
of Lahoor, to be ſent by him to their re- 
: TOs countries. 

Nadir Shah now beſtowed the Soohah- 
407 of Peiſhore upon Naſſir Khan, who 
had held that government before. 
The army proceeding by quick marches, 
by the route of Jellalabad, arrived at Ca- : 
bul, on the 1ſt of Ramzan, A.H. 1152, 
S 20th of November, 1739. K his 

city is entirely deſolated by the op- 5 
preſſion of the governor; but the neigh- 
bouring country is rather in a better ſtate. 
The healthineſs of the climate is well 
aſcertained by the robuſt make, and 5 
5 hearty conſtitutions of the natives. 
I viſited the tomb of my paternal g grand- 
father Khojeh Mohammed Bolaky : and 
was much delighted with the gardens, 
and other places 1 in this country. 
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Navir SHau marches to Sind, deſolates 
that Country, and tales the Soobahdar 
Pr: iſomer. 
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NADIR SHAH had ſont orders. to 
Khodayear Khan, the Soobahdar of Sind, 
to meet him at Cabul ; but he having 
neglected to obey the ſummons, the 

Shah was enraged at his inſolence, and 
: reſolved. to puniſh him. Accordingly, 
on the $th of Ramzan, or 27th of | 
November, 1739, he marched from 
Cabul through the Bungiſhat. For- 
tunately there was not any fall of 
ſhow during this expedition , although 
from the ſeaſon of the year, it might 
reaſonably have been expected. But the 
men ſaffered great inconvenience, from 
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the cold blaſts of wind from the moun- 
tains ; and among the paſſes they had to 
encounter a very rapid river, in which 
was loſt near a fourth of the plunder of 
Hindoſtan ; and a great deal of baggage 
belonging to the officers and ſoldiers. 
This deſtructive river winds in its courſe 
like a deadly ſnake, fo that they were ob- 
liged to croſs it twenty-two times. Num- 

bers of camels and mules periſhed there- 
in, and to add to this calamity, there was 
a ſcarcity of proviſions for the cattle. 

Had it happened to ſnow, the whole 

army muſt inevitably have periſhed. 
After a moſt fatiguing march of twenty- 
four days, the army entered the territory 
of Sind, on the firſt of the month of 
Shawal, or 20th of December, 1739. | 
When we had got about half a coſe 

out of the pals, there was a very ſen- 
ſible change in the climate; and we 
* fields cultivated with wheat and 
C barley. 5 
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barley. We had now a double cauſe 
for rejoicing, for the concluſion of the 
faſt of Ramzan, and our deliverance from 
the calamities above deſcribed. The 
next day it rained ſo violently, and ſuch _ 
torrents iſſued from the mountains, that . 
numbers of the people who had fallen 
behind periſhed. The Zemindars ſhut . 
themſelves up in their forts, and inſtead 
of tribute, promiſed nothing but cannon- 
balls; but the army halting, they were 
ſoon obliged to ſurrender. Not only 
their lives were ſpared, but they were 
exempted from plunder, upon engaging 
to tranſport the artillery to Khoda-abad. 
For want of a ſufficient number of cattle, 
men were compelled to be yoked; many 
died through fatigue, and ill treatment, 
whilſt others were ſtarved to death: the 
ſurviving few were permitted to return 
to their own homes. 
The Jungle of T abreſtan, or Mazen- 
deran * 


1 
Ry 
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deran, is nothing when compared with 
what we had to paſs on the borders of 


Sind. Even Nadir Shah and the army 
miſſed their way and ſeparated; and the 
camp followers were in the utmoſt confſu- 
ſion and diſtreſs. In one part the reeds 


took fire, which ſo frightened the camels, 
that many who had valuable loads, ran 
off with their riders, and were never more 


heard of. To add to theſe diſtreſſes, the 


inhabitants, by the direction of Khoda- 
year Khan, had buried all the grain 

which they were not able to burn, and |: 
then took to flight The army was in 


danger of periſhing by famine, when the 


ſcouts diſcovered ſome grain buried in 


the diſtant villages, which was divided 
amongſt the troops according to the 
muſter-rolls. For the cattle there was 


plenty of green wheat and barley, the 


country being highly cultivated. When 


we got through the jungle, we arriyed 
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at Larkaneh, where Nadir Shah reſolved 


to leave the baggage. 
During the whole of this march, all 


the villages through which we paſſed 


were entirely deſerted; and the only 


ö perſon that 1 faw was. a fat Brahmin 


fitting upon the highway begging alms 


in the names of Ram and Mahadeo. 1 
did all I could to perſuade him to fave 


himſelf by flight from the fury of the ; 


ſoldiers, who were near at hand, but he 
Was ſo infatuated, that he would not ſtir, 
and even aſked me, if 1 envied him the 


alms which he ſhould obtain ? During 


our converſation, a party of Bukhtyearees : 
came up, and binding the poor wretch 
hand and foot, they cut him in pieces, 
to try the ſharpneſs of their words. 


1 
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75 Napinx SHAH marches againf Khodayear 


Khan, He celebrates the Feſtival of 
the New Year, after the Manner of 5 
the Emperors of Hindo Man. 3 


| KHODAYEAR KHAN having crof- 
ſed the river Attock, which is here called 
Sind, had retired with his family and 


moſt valuable effects to the fort of Amer - 


| kote, ſituated in a fandy deſert, entirely 

; deſtitute of water. He had left a great 

deal of money and effects in boats on the 

river, that in caſe of emergency, he might 

eſcape that way. Nadir Shah haſtened to 
Amerkote with a ſmall detachment. On 
the very day that Khodayear Khan hadre- 

ſolved to embark with his family on board 

” the boats, and lie concealed amongſt the 


0 1 . Wands 
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iſlands of the Sind, till Nadir Shah's re- 
turn to Iran; Nadir Shah beſieged the 
fort before ſun-riſe, when Khodayear 
Khan, by the advice of his friends, com- 
menced a negotiation, and offered to ſur- 
render if he was only promiſed his life, 
and that his family ſhould not be diſ- 
graced. On account of the ſcarcity of 
water and proviſions, Nadir Shah acceded 
to the propoſed | terms; and upon his 
coming to make his ſubmiſſions, he only | 
directed his motions to be watched, mere- 
ly to ſecure his perſon ; but ſtrict orders 
were given, that no indignity ſhould be 
offered to himſelf or any of his family. 
All the money and effects that were found 
in the fort, and on board the boats, were 
ſeized and ſent to the camp at Larkaneh. 
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Khodayear Khan is of a dark complexion, 
and afflicted with the leproſy. The in- 
habitants of Sind, who are Belooches®, 


% pay 
An Aſghan Tribe, 
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pay him great reſpect on account of his 


virtues, conſidering him as their ſpiritual 
guide. His family had long poſſeſſed a 


Zemindarry in this country, and at pre- 
ſent he is Soobahdar of Sind, on the part 
of the Emperor of Hindoſtan. 


I was preſent when an inventory was 


taken of the effects of Khodayear Khan, 


and faw amongſt them many things that 
had formerly belonged to the Seffevy Sul- 
tans, and which were recognized by the 
| officers employed i in taking the account. 
by Upon enquiry it was found, that the Af- 
ghans of Kandahar when they plundered . 


Iran, ſent the moſt valuable articles to 
different places for ſale. 


Nadir Shah was exceedingly rejoiced 


at his ſucceſs over Khodayear Khan, He 
celebrated the feſtival of the New Year 


at Larkaneh, and beſtowed very conſider- 
able preſents amongſt his army. To 
thoſe of the firſt rank be gave five hun- 

| ©: 4 . dred 


24 ' MEMoIRs or 


dred mohurs each; to others from one 
to three hundred mohurs ; and every 
private ſoldier had two mohurs. The 
: mohur was that of : Hindoſtan worth | 
| twenty-four rupees: Of the firſt rank 
were Allavee Khan the Hakeem Baſhy, 
Abulhaſſan Khan, Lutfullah Khan, Naſ- 
firullah Mirza, and Thamas Khan, 
Amongſt the others were Mirza Aly | 
Akber,. keeper of the records, and 
Mirza Mohammed "Infrhany, Vizier of 
the houſehold. 0 
At this place Syed Mohammed Khan, 
waited upon Nadir Shah, with diſpatches 
from Mohammed Shah, and ſome yalu- 


2 


able preſents. 
Nadir Shah appointed ane of his 18. 
cers to remain in Sind, and after receiv- 
ing from Khodayear Khan two of his 
ſons as hoſtages, conferred upon him the 
title of Shah Kuly Khan. 
F SUE 
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Before he | left Larkaneh, he returned 
an anſwer to Mohammed Shah's letter, 
He alſo ſent back Zekaria Khan to La- 


hoor, from whence he had lately called 


On the ninth of the month of Moher- 


rem, or, 25th of March, 1740, Nadir 
Shah marched from Larkaneh for Kan- 
dahar, by the road of Peſheng. Be- 
tween Sind and Kandahar lies a vaſt de- 
ſert without water, called Deſht Beydow- 
let. The ſoil is fo hard, and the ſprings - 
lie ſo deep, that it is impoſſible to ſink 


ä wells on a march. 
On the third af the ch Sefer, or, 


18th of April, 1740, we arrived at Kan- 
dahar. It had a very ſtrong fort, which 
was deſtroyed by Nadir Shah, and near 
the place where it ſtood, a mud fort is 


built, called Nadirabad. 


Alfter leaving Kandahar, the army 
forded the river Andab, and eroſſed the 


river , 
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river Kerſek, partly after the ſame man- 
ner, and partly in boats. Some of the 
plunder of Hindoſtan was alſo loſt in this 


17 Iver. 


By repeated marches, Nadir Shah ar- 
rivedd at the city of Ferah, the | governor | 
of which he puniſhed for having oppreſ- 
ſed the inhabitants. This place is in 


ruins; but the adjacent country is de- 
lightfal FF 


On the «th of Rebby-ul-awwel, or, 


A 19th of May, 1740, we arrived at Herat, 


and encamped | near Gazergah. From 
Kandahar to Herat, the towns and vil- 


lages are moſtly in a ruinous condition ; 


butin travellin g fix or eight farſangs, you 


will meet- with one or two in a more flou- 


riſhing Rate than others. This climate 
18 very different from that of Cabul, for 


; on the firſt of Moherrem, on the borders 
of the Bungiſhat, FT ſaw Wheat a cubit 


"gh, and three months after, when I 
arrived 
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arrived at Herat, the harveſt was not in 
more forwardneſs. 


Herat muſt have been a fine city, but 


from the oppreſſions of the government, 
it is now in ſuch a ſtate of deſolation, 
tat the ground floors of the houſes are 
ploughed up and ſown with grain. The 
fruits of this country are very fine, parti- 
cularly the muſk melons, which are int- 
mitable. Here are ruins of magnificent 
moſques and tombs. During the ſum- 
mer the wind blows very ſtrong, when 
they make uſe of wind-mills to grind 
their corn. Theſe ſtrong winds are a 
great blefling, as without them the 
country would ſwarm with inſects ; and 
the ſtagnation of 2 air would endanger a 


pla gue. 


In order to make the neceſſary prepa- 


rations for an expedition againſt Turan, 


Nadir Shah remained a month and a. 


half at Herat, He politively directed 


that 
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their ſuperfluous baggage at Herat; and 


that one tent 
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or ten men. 
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at Herat, and left 


He appointed his ſon Naſſer ullah 
along with him Allayee Khan the Ha- 
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4 Defeription of the Tent decorated with 


precious Stones. 


WHEN Nadir Shah was at Dehly, ; 
he had ſuch a profuſion of jewels, that 
he ordered the Moabir Baſhyx, to make 
up arms and harneſs of every kind, inlaid 
with precious ſtones, and to ornament a 
large tent in the ſame manner. For this 

purpoſe, the beſt workmen that could 
be procured, were employed a year and 
two months during the march; and 
when Nadir Shah arrived at Herat, the 
| Moabir Baſhy informed him that a great 
number of the following articles, richly 
inlaid with precious ſtones, were prepared, 
viz. horſe harneſs, ſword- ſheaths, qui- 


vers, 


—M His ollice reſembles that of our Quarter Maſt e 
5 General. 
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vers, ſhields, ſpear caſes, and maces; with 
Sundelees, or chairs of different ſizes, 
and a large tent lined with jewels. The 
tent was ordered to be pitched in the De- 
wan Khaneh*, in which were placed the 
Tukht Taouſlee, or Peacock Throne, 
brought from Dehly, the Tukht Nadery, 
with the thrones of ſome other monarchs, 
together with the inlaid Sundelees. Publi- 
cation was made by beat of drum through- 
out the city, and the camp, that all per- 
| ſons had liberty to come to this magnifi- 
cent. exhibition, ſuch as had never before 
been ſeen 1 in any age or country. Nadir 
: Shah was not pleaſed with the form of the 
tent, and beſides being lined with green 5 
fattin, many of the jewels did not appear 
to advantage : he therefore ordered it to 
be taken to pieces, and a new one to be 
made, the top of which, for the conveni- 
ence of tranſportation, ſhould be ſeparate | 


V from | 
5 » The public hall, N 


KHOJEH ABDULKURREEM. 37 


from the walls; ſuch as in Hindoſtan is 


called a Rowty. When he returned to 
Meſhed from his expedition into Turan, 


this new tent being finiſhed, was diſplayed 
in the ſame manner as the former one; but 
its beauty and magnificence are beyond 


deſcription. The outſide was covered 
with fine ſcarlet broad cloth, the lining 


was of violet coloured fattin, upon which 
were repreſentations of all the birds and 


| beaſts in the creation, with trees and flow- 
ers, the whole made of pearls, diamonds, 


5 rubies, emeralds, amethyſts, and other 


precious ſtones: and the tent poles Were 
decorated in like manner. On both ſides 


of the Peacock Throne was a ſcreen, up- 


on which were the figures of two angels 


in precious ſtones. The roof of the tent 
conſiſted of ſeven pieces, and when it was 


tranſported to any place, two of theſe 


pieces packed in cotton, were put into R 
vwooden cheſt, two of which were a ſuffici- 
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ent load for an elephant and the ſcreen 


filled another cheſt, The walls of the tent, 
the tent poles and the tent pins, which lat- 
ter were of maſſy gold, loaded five more 
elephants; ſo that for the carriage of 
the whole were required ſeven elephants. 
This magnificent tent was diſplayed on all 
feſtivals i in the Dewan Khaneh at Herat, 
during the remainder of Nadir Shah's 


reign. After his death, his nephew Adil 


Shah, and his grandſon Shahrokh, whoſe 
territories were very] limited, andexpences 
enormous, had the tent taken to pieces, 

and din pated the prodpce. 
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Navin Suan 2 from Herat, on an 


expedition againſt Tu uran. 


HAVING appointed” Naffirallah 
Mirza, his ſecond ſon, to govern in : 
Iran during his abſence, he ſet out upon 


his expedition againſt Turan, accom- 


panied by Reza Kuly Khan Mirza his 5 


eldeſt ſon; and by quick marches arrived 
at Maroochik. This town is well inha- 


 bited, but all the water in its neighbour- 
hood is very bad. Nadir Shah has com- 
| pelled ſome people of the tribe of Sha- 
hoon to ſettle here. Throughout Iran, 


and the bordering territories, are an infi- 
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nite number of Flats, or wandering 
tribes, and of whom the Perſian army is 
chiefly compoſed. The moſt numerous 


of theſe tribes, are the Akrad, or Curds, 
the Akfar, the Jelaro, the Keratchloo, 
the F erdad Aly, the Shamloo, and the 
YL Bukhtyearee, &c. Like the Arabs of z 
the deſert, they wander about in queſt 


of good paſturage and water, which when 


they have found, they pitch their tents 
and remain till their cattle have eaten 
up all the graſs « on that ſpot, when they 
remove in ſearch. of more. Amongſt 
theſe people, riches and property ſignify 


flocks and herds of camels, horſes, oxen, 


ſheep, and goats. Some of them, however, 
ſettle in towns, and apply themſelves to 


- agriculture. Theſe cuſtoms Prevail alſo 


throughout Turan. : 
From the borders of Maroochik to 


the town of Indekoo, dependent upon 
e. 
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Balkh, there are very few buildings ; 


and the country being unfrequented, 


abounds with game, and wild beaſts. 
The ſoldiers killed ſuch numbers of 
deer, that no body would eat mutton. 


Thamas Khan Jelayir an officer of high 
rank, having gone into the jungle with 


a ſmall party of choſen men to hunt, 


a wild boar iſſued ſuddenly from amongſt 


the reeds, and his horſe taking fright, 


threw him. The boar then attacked 
him, when Gholaum Khan ſhot the 
tremendous beaſt with an arrow, and 
alſo cut him with his ſword, upon which 
he quitted Thamas Khan, and ſeizing : 
SGholaum Khan killed him. He now 
| returned to Thamas Khan, but he was 
again fortunately delivered from his 
clutches by another ſervant comin g up, 


and killing the boar with a match-lock. 
; Thamas Khan being very ſhort and thick, 
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and of a dark complexion, Nadir Shah 
laughed heartily - at the relation of 
his adventure, and told him, that his | 


little brother had uſed him very unci- 
villy. 


Between Herat and Balkh, IS a lay 
deſert, entirely c deſtitute of water, three 


days j journey in len gth; the exact breadth 
I was not able to learn; but it extends to 
the borders of Khovarezm, and to Kereh 
Kilpik, the entrance into the Deſht 


Kipchik. Tt alſo marks the boundary : 


between Bokhara, and Meru Shahjan. 25 
Ruſtam, the ſon of Zal, marched by 


this road from Iran to Turan. Nadir 


Shah went to Turan through Maroochäk, 5 


Indekoo, and Balkh, and returned by 


Meru Shahjan; ſo chat either way you 


muſt croſs this frightful deſert. In paſſing 


it this time, many men and great num- 


bers of horſes periſhed. . 
From 
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From Herat to Balkh, our route lay 


chiefly weſt. As Balkh had been ſome 


time in the poſſeſſion of Nadir Shah, the 
army did not meet with any moleſtation 
on the march to that city. Yar Mo- 
hammed Khan, the governor of that 


territory, obtained Nadir Shah's per- 


miſſion to go to Mecca, and was fur- 
niſhed, at his expence, with every thing 
neceſſary for the journey, I afterwards 
met with this nobleman at Damaſcus, 

where he had been waiting a long time 
for the Caravan; and again on the road, 
and at Mecca I had frequently the plea- 


ſure of ſeeing him. After performing 
the pilgrimage of Mecca, he went to Su- 
rat, and from thence into the Dekhan, 


where he was received with great reſpect 
by Nizam-ul- Mulk, who allowed him 
| an eſtabliſhment of one thouſand rupees 
2 per menſum; which at the Death of 


93 Nizam- 
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Nizam-ul- Mulk, was continued to him 
by the ſons of that nobleman. _ 
Balkh muſt have been a fine city before 
the rapacity of its govenors had reduced 
the inhabitants to their preſent ſtate 
of indigence. The city is gone to decay; 
but there are ſome beautiful ſeats in the 
- neighbourhood, | 
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Navis Shan marches from Balkh % 


Bob hara. 


AT the time that the Perſian army 


were employed in plundering Dehly, 


Nadir Shah turned his thoughts to the 
conqueſt of Turan; and for that purpoſe 
ſent a great number of workmen from 
Dehly and other places to Balkh, to get 
ready a thouſand boats againſt his arrl= 
val in that quarter, ſome for the con- 
ſtruction of bridges, and others for the © 
tranſportation of grain. Had he not 


taken this precaution, hemuſt have fail- 
ed in this expedition, for the King of 
Turan had deſtroyed all the boats on the 
river Gihoon 1 *; and without carrying 

D4 grain 


„ Or Oxus. 
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grain from Charjoo, to the borders of | 
Khovarezem , being twelve days; journey, 
it would have been impoſſible to have 


ſubſiſted his army. He had long before 


determined upon this conqueſt, and when 
he marched into Hindoſtan, directed the 
| governor of Balkh to form granaries 
againſt his return. What a wonderful exer- 
tion of mind, what reſolution and fore- 
ſight, muſt this man have poſſeſſed, to 
have been able to form diſtant defigns, 
Whilſt he was only entering upon the 

conqueſt of a mighty kingdom. To 
return from this digreſſion. After De” - 
had made his arrangements at Balkh, 

and loaded the boats with all the ne- 
ceſſary ſupplies, he detached Aly Kuly 
| Khan, and Thamas Khan, to guard 
the eaſtern bank of the river Gihoon, 

whilſt he marched with the army along 

the weſtern ſide, to protect the boats, 

upon which alone they had now ä 


 Eepend 
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depend for ſupplies. After paſſing the 
twelve ſtages through the deſert, hearriv- 


ed at Charjoo, where he threw over the 
river a bridge of boats. The next day 
Hakeen Ataleek, the prime miniſter of 
Abulfiez Khan, King of Bokhara, was 
introduced to Nadir Shah in public, but 


delivered his embaſſy in ſuch a low tone, 
that not one of the byeſtanders could 


hear a word of it. But Nadir Shah an- 
ſwered with a loud voice, © Unleſs he 


comes himſelf, the operations of the ar- 
« my muſt proceed.” He beſtowed upon 


| the ambaſlador a donation of a thouſand i 
mohurs of Hindoſtan, twenty-five pieces 


of Yezdy brocade, a rich dreſs, and a 
horſe with ſilver harneſs; after which 


he told him he might depart. The 
King of Turan, unwilling to make the 
ſubmiſſion | in perſon, prepared for re- 
fiſtance, The Perfian army croſſed the - 
bridge, and a detachment under the 


command 
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command of Thamas Khan, was order- 
ed to ſcour the country about the city, 
to create alarms. The nobles of Turan, 
ſenſible of the impoſſibility of withſtand- 
ing the arms of the conqueror of Hin- 
doſtan, prevailed upon Abulfiez to ſub- 
mit in the manner required; and ac- 
cordingly an ambaſſador was ſent to 


make the offer, and carried with him 05 


valuable preſents. After a long confer- 
rence, it was ſettled that Abulfiez Khan 

| ſhould wait upon Nadir Shah, and that 
hoſtilities ſhould immediately « ceaſe. The 
ambaſſador received. a dreſs and other 
preſents. wn | 
The Nuduckebes Baſhy was ; ordered 
to ſtation people, to protect the ſuburbs 
from violence; and to prehihit all perſons 
from entering the city. By this pre- 
5 caution, the city of Bokhara was not 
only preſerved from plunder, but the 
ſoldiers paid the tradeſmen the full value 

5 | for 
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for every thing that they got; but the 
diſtant parts of the country were ravaged 
by the Kezlebaſhes. Nadir Shah ex- 
acted from the city nothing but provi- 
ſions, and abſolute neceſſaries; for being 
maſter of all the wealth of Hindoſtan, 
he looked with contempt upon the 
humble poſſeſſions of the natives of 
Turan, 
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The interview of NA DIR SHAH with the 
King of T ran. . 


THE day being fixed for the i interview 


with Abulfiez Khan King of Turan, 


Nadir Shah directed all his officers to ap- 


pear in their moſt magnificient attire, in 
order to impreſs the unfortunate Prince 
with aſtoniſhment and awe. | The Princes 
Reza Kuly Mirza, and Aly Kuly Khan, 
were on this occaſion permitted to be 


ſeated, whilſt the nobility ſtood as uſual. : 


Abulfiez, attended by only a few of ; 


his courtiers, came on horſeback from 


the city; but he was obliged to alight 
before he arrived at the royal quarters, 
and was conducted to the tent of Nadir 


Shah by Thamas Khan. When he en- 


tered 1 85 
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tered the tent, Reza Kuly Mirza, and 


Aly Kuly Khan ſtood up, and paid him 


their compliments; whilſt Nadir Shah 


only anſwered his ſalutation verbally, 
without deigning to riſe from his throne. 


The different reception which he gave 
to Mohammed Shah, may be aſcribed 
to his being awed by the ſplendour and 
magnificence of the court of Hindoſtan ; 


or to his not being then fo far intoxica- 
ted with ſucceſs, as to have forgotten the 


forms of reſpect due from one monarch | 
to another. It is even poſſible that his 
breaſt was not yet bereft of every gene- 
; rous ſentiment, and that he felt the 

double ſenfation of reſpect and of com- 


paſſion. After ſitting in this manner for 


near two hours, the King of Turan was 
conducted to a tent, pitched at ſome 
diſtance from Nadir Shah's quarters. 
Mirza Mohammed Ibrahim Isfahany g 


was. 
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was appointed his Mehmander, or 


hoſt. 1 8 . Fo 
The third day after the interview, 


Nadir Shah concluded a double marriage. 
Himſelf took to wife the ſiſter of Abul- 95 
fiez Khan; and his nephew Aly Kuly 


Khan, wedded the WINE of that mo- 


narch. 


After the concluſion of theſe ceremo- 


nies, Abulfiez Khan, i in token of his en- 
tire ſubmiſſion, ſent to Nadir Shah, by 
Hakeem Ataleck, the diadem which he 
had himſelf worn, together with thren 
hundred camels, two hundred horſes, and 
| twenty Perſian manuſcripts moſt beauti- 
£ fully written. Nadir Shah returned the 
| crown to Abulfiez Khan, with a meſſage 
that he was to conſider himſelf King of 


Mahawerulnehr#. The cattle were ſent 


do the ſtables; and the books were di- 
vided amongſt Mehdy Khan the Munſhy 


ul 
„»The country beyond the River Giboon, « or Oxu3, 
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47 
ul Memalick*, Mirza Zuckee and others. 
It ſeemed as if the books had been ſent 
to exemplify the following verſe of the 
Koran : * Thoſe who poſſeſs learning, 
= and do not practiſe what it teaches, 
uh: reſemble aſſes loaded with books.” | 
Theſe were the only fruits of Nadir 
Shah's conqueſt of Turan, in making 
which he had nothing in view, but to 
ſhow the irreſiſtible force of his arms. 
He gave away upwards of three lacks : 
6 of rupees in preſents ; and his mili- 
tary expences amounted to an immenſe 
ſum. 

Bokhara, from in the refidence of 5 


the monarch, is the fineſt city in Turan. 
As I was the deputy of Mirza Moham- 
med Ibrahim, the Dewan of the houſe- 
hold, who was ordered to entertain the 
King of Turan, L had the beſt opportu- 


nities 


The Secretary of State. 
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nities f ſeeing every thing that is is curious 
in the country, amongſt which are the 
tombs of the holy men celebrated at full | 
length by Jami, in his poem entitled Re- 
ſhehat. Alſo on account of my office 
I had a ſhare of every kind of provi- 
fions, and fruits, that were ſent to 
Nadir Shah, by the governors of differ- 
ent places. The inhabitants of Turan, 
when compared with thoſe of Turkey, 
Perſia, and Hindoſtan, may be ſaid to be 
; poor in point of money, and the luxuries 
of life; but in lieu thereof, the Almighty 
has given them abundance of moſt exqui- 
fite fruits ; with robuſt forms, and heal- 
thy conſtitutions, the greateſt of earthly 


| bleflings. 
<0 reflecting upon the poverty of Tu- 
1105 and Arabia, I was at firſt at a loſs to 
aſſign a reaſon, why thoſe countries had 


Never been able to retain wealth, whilſt, 
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on the contrary, it is daily encreaſing in 
Hindoſtan. Timour carried into Turan 
the riches of Turkey, Perſia, and Hin- 
doſtan, but they are all diſſipated: and 
during the reigns of the four firſt Khalifs, 
Turkey, Perſia, part of Arabia, Ethio- 
pia, Egypt, and Spain, were their tri- 
butaries; but ſtill they were not rich. 
It is evident that this diſſipation of the 
riches of a ſtate, muſt have happened 
either from ſome extraordinary drains, 
or from ſome defect in the government. 
Hindoſtan has been frequently plunder- 
ed by foreign invaders, and not one of its 
Kings ever gained for it any acquiſition 
of wealth ; neither has the country many 
mines of gold and filver, and yet Hin- 
| doſtan abounds in money, and every other 
7 kind of wealth. The abundance of ſpe- 
cies, is undoubtedly owing to the large 
importation of gold and ſilver in the 
[hips of Europe, and other nations, many : 
n at 
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of whom bring ready money in ex- 
change for the manufactures and natural 
productions of the country. If this is 
not the cauſe of the proſperous ſtate of 


HFindoſtan, it muſt be owing | to the pe- 
culiar bleſſing of God. 
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: Other Occurences at Turan. 


LUF . ALY KHAN, the nephew 
of Nadir Shah, was ſent to Samarcand 
to enliſt eight thouſand Uzbecks. And 
Nadir Shah having heard that the tomb- 
ſtone of Timour was a great curioſity, 
ſome pretending it to be a Bezoar, he 
ordered his nephew to have it tranſported : 
to Meſhed, along with the brazen gates 
of the Madreſſah or college adjoining to 
the tomb. Lutf Aly enliſted the Uz- 
becks, and alſo brought along with him 
to Meſhed, the tomb- ſtone and gates: 
but in digging up the ſtone, it was bro- 
ken into four pieces. As I was ac- 
quainted with the perſon who had the 
management of this buſineſs, I obtained 
E „ a piece 
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a piece of the ſtone, which 1 brought 
with me into Hindoſtan to ſhew to my 
friends. How wonderful are the viciſſi- 
tudes of human affairs, which the Al- 
mighty cauſes to happen for the inſtruc- 
tion of mankind! There was a time, 
when Ameer Timour* governed with 
abſolute ſway, and in order to intimidate 
and humiliate the Emperor of Room , 
ſent him the following threat: I will 
. give up Room to the plunder of the 
8 Turkst; and will tranſport the ſoil 
of this kingdom to Turan.“ And ac- 
cordingly after the conqueſt of Room, 
forty camels were loaded with the earth 
of Conſtantinople, which was carried to 
Samarcand. When death bereft him of 
his worldly endowments, a ſlab of ſtone 
was ſufficient to cover him; and even 


this v was broken into duſt. FE 

e 
.» Impropetly called Tanerlane by European au- 

thors. 


* The Tarkith Empire, 1 The Tereqmine: 


KHOJEH ABDULKURREEM. 53 
\ . 


The eye which ſeeketh for inſtruction, 

why loketh: it into the Valutet * 

kings, ; 

To behold what 15 have ſi ufered from 

the ravages of time FH + 

The Spider is become the chamberlain at 

© the door F Khuſfro* , _ 

The Owl keepeth watch i in the tower of : 
Afrafabt. 
Nadir Shah had conferred upon Tha- 

mas Khan Jelayer, the government of 

Cabul, Peiſhore, Ghuzneen, Sind, &c. 

provinces which he had diſmember- 

ed from the empire of Hindoſtan. 

When he took his leave to depart, Nadir 

Shah commanded him to conquer Bedak- 

| ſhan before he went to Cabul; and know- 

ing him to be of a cruel diſpoſition, told 
him that the e of Hindoſtan were 
200 E 3 e e / 
A king of Perſia. | 


+ A King of Turan, who conquered Iran, and was 
expelled and killed by Kai Racks, „„ 
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very ſenſible of injuries, and could not 
even bear ill language; and therefore he 
adviſed him inſtead of ſeverity, to adopt 
lenient and conciliating meaſures. He 
implicitly followed his orders in conquer- 
ing and deſolating Bedakſhan ; but be- 
ing incapable of exerciſing humanity, he 
neglected that part of his inſtructions, 
and governed in Hindoſtan with the ut- 
moſt tyranny and oppreſſion. Thamas 
Khan was ſhort in ſtature, corpulent, and 


ill formed, of a dark complexion, with 


a moſt deteſtable countenance ; Y his ſkin N 
hung i in plaits like the hide of a rhino- 
ceros; and his head and neck were only 
fit to be cut aſunder. On the contrary, 
Nadir Shah was tall, had a beautiful com- 
plexion of red and white, with a fine 
animated countenance. I have brought 
theſe two portraits together, in order to 
ſhew, that nature had not deſigned Nadir 
Shah for a tyrant; as well as to exem- 


9 
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plify an obſervation of Moullevy Room#, 
who ſays, that abſolute vice does not 
exiſt, but that every one is bad only by 
compariſon. 
Nadir Shah ſent Mohammed Huſſein 

to the King of Turan, deſiring that out 
of friendſhip, he would command the 
Kandahar captives to be collected toge- 
ther from all quarters of his kingdom, 
and ſent to Iran. Although Abulfiez 
Ehan in compliance with the requeſt of 
Nadir Shah, uſed all his endeavours to 
collect together the natives of Khoraſan, 
who had been made priſoners at different 
times, yet many from having formed | 
connections in Bokara, refuſed to leave 
the country; and others were deterred 
from returning to Iran, by the accounts 
which they heard of the deſolated ſtate 
thereof; whilſt the few who from being 
diſſatisfied with their maſters, went back 
MS: 

. The author of the Meſnevy. 
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to their native country, had very ſoon 
reaſon to repent of their folly. 


Naſſirullah Mirza wrote to Nadir Shah, 


that during the night, a cheſt of neceſ- | 
ſaries belonging to the Hakeem Baſhy had 


been ſtolen; and that he Was reſtrained 


from inflicting puniſhment in order to 
- diſcover the thief, by the entreaty of the 
Hakeem Baſhy, who was apprehenſive 


leſt any innocent perſon ſhould ſuffer 


from ſuſpicion. Nadir Shah laughed at 
the Hakeem Baſhy' 8 ſcrupulouſneſs, but 
ordered Naffirullah to comply with his 


humour, and to make good his loſs from 5 
the w treaſury. 
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' & 


Navir Suan marches from Bokhara, 
- He gains a victory over the Turko- 
mans. Some other events during bis 
Jay i in EKbovareæm. 


NADIR SHAH's OY came With 
intelligence, that a large army of Tur- 
komans, were advancing to attack him. 
Whilſt he was reflecting hereon, the 
Kerawels * brought him word, that ſome 
of his ſoldiers who had gone into the 
| diſtant villages to plunder wood and ſtraw, 

| had been taken priſoners by the Turko- 
mans; and that from ſome who had eſ- 
caped, had' been learnt the ſtrength of 
the Khovarezm army. | 
Alarmed at theſe advices, he imme- 
diately confirmed Abulficz Khan King 


rs of 
„ Heralds. . 
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of Mawerulnehr, upon which occaſion 
he preſented him with a crown ſet with 
ſtones of a conſiderable value, together 
with a magnificient dreſs, three ele- 
5 phants, and a horſe richly capariſoned. 
| Immediately after the above ceremo- 
vies were over, he marched for Char- 
joo; being greatly alarmed leſt the Tur- 
komans ſhould fieze the bridge, and 
the boats loaded with grain, which 
would have reduced him to great diſ- 
| treſs. 
After a moſt fatiguing 255050 bs: ar- 
_ rived at Charjoo, and there made public 
thankſgiving to God. The next day the 
Turkomans, who had come by another 
road with intention to have deſtroyed the 
boats, arrived alſo at Charjoo, and were | 
aſtoniſhed to find themſelves prevented 
in their firſt deſign : they, however, i im- 
mediately made preparations for an en- 
gagement. Nadir Shah mounted his 
= | horſe | 
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horſe, and drew up his troops in battle 
array. A violent conflict enſued, and 
during the action, the Turkomans having 
poſſeſſed themſelves of the ground be- 
tween the river Gihoon and the Perſian 
army, the Kezlebaſhes being greatly diſ- 
treſſed for water, were nearly routed. 
As ſoon as Nadir Shah heard that there 
was a ſcarcity of water, he ſent for the 
two Sucka Baſhees *, and for their negli- 
gence ordered their ears to to be cut off. 
Then gallopping 3 in the front of the line, 
he upbraided his officers for their back- 
wardneſs, and bid them prepare for an- 
bother attack. The army, animated by 
his example, forgot their thirſt; and 
ruſhing on with united fury, the Turko- 
mans were totally routed, and fled to- 
wards Khovarezm. The troops being 
PE 1 greatly 
. Aw officer whoſe 1 1 00 it is to ſee that the 


camp is ſupplied with water, which is brought in 
15 ſkins, | | OT 
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greatly fatigued, Nadir Shah. did not 
think proper to purſue the fugitives, 
but returned to his camp. Three days 
after the action, he ſent off Reza 
Kuly Mirza to Meſhed, with all the 
ee baggage, and the wounded 
men. 
He now wrete to ths: Governor of - 
Meru Shahjan, informing him that after 
the conqueſt of Khovarezm, he ſhould 
march by the way of Meru and Kelat to. 
 Meſhed. That from the river. Gihoon | 
to the borders of Meru being a ſandy 
deſert, the army could not march more 
than eleven farſangs a day, ſo that ; 
would take them up four days to go 
from Charjoo to Meru. That for the 
firſt day's march they would carry ſuffi- 
cient water from the Gihoon. That 1 
though at the ſecond ſtage there is a large 
lake called Abiſſar, yet for fear it | ſhould Y 
not be ſutfczent for ſo large an army, the 8 
governor ; 
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governor of Meru ſhould order about 
thirty Baghleyeh wells to be ſunk there. 
The well called Baghleyeh, and which is 
ed in all ſandy ſoils, is made after the 
following manner. According to the dia- 
meter of the well, they fink a frame of 5 
wood, ſtuffed with ſtraw and graſs, to 
line the inſide of the well, and prevent 
the ſand from falling into it. At the 
third ſtage he ordered him to make eighty 
wells of this kind. For the fourth day, 
he was ordered to dig a large reſervoir, 
and to ſupply it with water by making 
a canal three farſangs in length from the 
river of Meru. Thas laſt GE. was fifteen 
farſangs. 

The day after Nadir Shah ba dif. 
patched theſe orders to the governor of 
Meru, he commanded Mehdy Khan alſo 
to direct him to make a great number of 
water bags for camels and mules, and to 
| borrow as many more as he could find; 


which 
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which were to be filled with water at the 
new reſervoir, and ſent on five farſangs. 
that the men might be able to allay their 


thirſt on the march. The governor of 
Meru punctually executed theſe ſeveral 


commands. 
1 now return to ſpeak ſomething of the | 

country about Charjoo, where the army 

halted ſome days. On the weſt is the ſandy 


deſert now deſcribed; on the ſouth, at the 
diſtance of twelve days journey, is Balkh; 
on the north, at the diſtance of eight days 
journey, are the borders of Khovarezm, 8 
inhabited by the Uzbecks ; the river Gi- 
hoon bounds it on the eaſt, on whoſe | op- 


poſite banks is the territory of Bokhara. 


This river runs from ſouth to north, and 
is narrower at Charjoo than at Balkh; on 
the borders of Khovarezm it is not half | 


ſo broad, and is there fordable during the 
winter. The reaſon of its being ſo ſhal- 


low, is the number of canals that are dug 


from 5 
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from it, and in the Deſht Kipchack, and 
Kereh Kilpack, it is entirely expended 
in watering the fields; and if at any time 

the water ſwells beyond the banks, it is 
abſorbed by the fand. Some ancient 
authors have falſely aſſerted, that the 
exceſs flows into the lake of Khovarezm. 
The river Sihoon (or Cydnus) which is 
on the eaſt of Mawerulnehr, flows from 


the north of Khojend, and Benagut, com- 


monly called Taſhkend, from whence 
it runs towards Turkeſtan, and like the 
Gihoon is loſt in the ſands. At preſent, 
the Sihoon is called the river of Khojend, 
and alſo the river of Shaſh. One rea- 
ſon for my mentioning theſe particulars, 
is to ſhew that the large canals which are 
dug from theſe two rivers, are carried 
different ways, and ſo far from extending 
to Mazenderan, as ſome authors pretend, 
do not even reach to the lake of Khova- 
rezm. T he above information I obtain- 


* 
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ed from ſome of the principal inhabitants 
of theſe countries. Another reaſon for 
my making this remark is, that the Sind, 
the Ganges, the Euphrates, the Tigris, 
and other large rivers which I have ſeen, | 
diſcharge themſelves into the ſea ; and 
on the contrary, the water of the Gihoon 5 
and Sihoon, 1s entirely expended in cul- 
tivation. On the eaſt of the Gihoon is 
the territory of Mawerulnehr, comprizin g 
Bokhara, Samarcand, Taſhkend, Hiſ- 
ſar Shadman, Kiſh, or Sher-Sebz, Nekh- 
ſheb, now called Kerſhee, | &c. : 1 he 
water of the Gihoon, like that of the 
Euphrates, and Ganges, is very whole- 
ſome. On the weſt of the Gihoon 18 
Khoraſan, of which Balkh is a on 
dency. 1 | 
Abulhaſſan Beg, the officer who had 
charge of the boats, repreſented to Nadir 
Shah, that if the grain was left expoſed 
to the weather it would be entirely ſpoilt, 
and 
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and that he could not procute a ſufficient 
number of facks to contain it. After 
ſome deliberation, ; Nadir Shen aſked the 
Khanſaman“, what quintity was remain- 
ing of the clothes thit had been brought 
from Iran to camp for fale ; who anſwer- 
ed, that there were left fifteen thouſand 
jackets and twelve thouſand pair of long 
drawers. Nadir Shah ordered them all 
| to be delivered over to the ſuperinten- 
dent of the boats, to be filled with grain. 
This proved a moſt fortunate event, as 1 
am now going to relate. After the vic- 
tory over the Uabecks, they had formed 
a deſign of burning the boats, and had 
ſent ſpies to bring them intelligence. | 
Theſe coming in the night, and ſeeing 
the clothes ſtuffed with grain, concluded, 
they were men guarding the boats, and 
computed their number at about a thou- 
fand ; and at the ſame time obſerving 
8 „%%%ö;7 
. The Steward of the Houſchold, - 
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ſix thouſand cavalry encamped on the 
bank of tae river, they returned with ſuch | 
a report, as deterred the Uzbecks from 
their intended enterpriſe ; and which if 
they had undertaken, they would ; 
inevitably have deſtroyed all the boats, 

when the army muſt have _ ” 


famine. 


After the departure of Rem kuly Mir- 5 
za, Nadir Shan made the proper diſpoſi- on 
tions for his march to Khovarezm. The 
road being chiefly through wilds, and : 
thickets, he was apprehenſive that the 
| Uzbecks, from their knowledge of the 
country, might lie in ambuſh, and ſur- 
prize him upon the road; he therefore 
did not think it prudent to march with- 

out order, as is the uſual practice. He . 
accordingly formed four diviſions, one of 
which marched before, and another fol- 

lowed the baggage, whilſt two other ſqua- 
drons 
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drons flanked the whole with long lines. 
If any one ſuffered his horſe to move out 
of the ranks, the Nufſuckchee Baſhy beat 
his head againſt the pummel of his ſad- 
dle. Strict orders were given to the 
troops that if a party of Uzbecks ſhould 
appear, not to quit the order of march, 
but only annoy them with fire-arms, 
till either they were ſupported by the 
Fouj Turreh*, or the Shah himſelf came 
up. Several times the Uzbecks ap- 
peared, but ſeeing the troops firm and 

compact in their ranks like a wall, they 
retired in deſpair. The commandant of 

artillery, with ſix thouſand cavalry, was 

appointed to march along the fide of the | 
river, to protect the boats loaded with 
grain and the guns. A detached body 

was ordered to gain intelligence of the 

roads, and to haſten to the relief of any 
q uarter that ſhould be attacked. 


This ſeems to reſemble our piquet. 


Fo. 


bited part of the country, the army arriv- 
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NADIR SHAH marches to Khovarezm, 


: In the middle of the month of Shaban * 


Nadir Shah marched from Charjoo, in 
the order deſcribed above. And farther 
to provide againſt any ſurprize from the 


enemy, he gave poſitive orders, that no 


one ſhould move before ſunriſe ; 3. by - 
which means, as the army could only 
proceed ſlowly in a body, they were nine 
hours marching three farſangs, and there 
was ſuch an intolerable cloud of duſt, 
i that you could not diſtinguith a perſon 
cloſe to you, but by his voice. Many > 


were in conſequence afflicted with di- ” 


orders i in their eyes. 


After marching through hi eke 
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ed at Fiteneh, the firſt village in Kho- 


varezm. The inhabitants, in order to 


diſtreſs the Perſian army, had carried all 
their grain into the fort, and burnt the 


graſs. The Perſians, in revenge, ſet 
fire to the village, and reduced every 
| houſe to aſhes; aſſerting that there was 
no crime in retaliation. The fourth day, 
after getting through the paſs of Fiteneh, 


the army encamped near the fort of Ha- 
| zZaraſp. The fort was inveſted by the 

whole army, and for two days there was 
an inceſſant cannonade : but on our ap- 
' proach, the enemy had filled the ditch 
with water, which being unfordable, 


and overgrown with reeds, it was im- 


poſſible to ſtorm the place; and the 
artillery could not be brought near 
enough to do any execution. At this 
juncture, Nadir Shah's ſpies brought him 
intelligence, that Ilbers Khan, King of 


Khovarezm, and Mohammed Aly Ouſh- 


A 3 85 ack, 
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ack ,” the commandant of his army, to- 


gether with their families and valuable 


effects, had thrown themſelves into the 
fort of Jieyook, where they intended to 
wait the fate of Hazaraſp; reſolved, if 
the Perſians conquered that place, to fly 2 


to Kereh Kilpäck, whither it would be 


: difficult for cavalry to follow them even 


in the ſpring, and during the winter 


abſolutely impoſſible. Nadir Shah cal». _ 
led a council of his moſt experienced . 
- officers, who delivered their reſpective 
ſentiments on the occaſion, upon which 
he deliberated, and then formed his own 


reſolution. He ordered a detachment 


of four thouſand choſen. men, to pro- 
ceed immediately to the ſiege of Jieyook ; | 
and Abulhaſſan Beg, the clerk of the 
markets, was directed to ſpread a report 35 
amongſt the ſoldiers, that on account 

of the ſeverity of the cold, Nadir Shah 

| had detemined to ſet out the next morn- 8 


ing ; 
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ing for Khorafan. The next day when 
he broke up his camp, and began his 
march the garriſon of Hazaraſp came 
out of the fort, and rallied the rear of 
the army, telling them, that the reduction : 
of Hazaraſp was not ſo eaſy a matter as 
the conqueſt of Hindoſtan. When they 
had continued theſe inſults for ſome time, ; 
hey re-entered the fort. 
When Ilbers Khan received intelli- 
gence that the detachment of four thou- ; 
ſand cavalry were advancing by quick 
marches to the ſiege of Jieyook, he faw r 
it would be impoſlible to eſcape, and e 
therefore made preparation to give them 
battle. They came to an engagement, 5 
in which, after great ſlaughter on both 
| ſides, victory inclined towards the T ur- 
| komans ; but when the Perſians were 
nearly routed, Nadir Shah came to their 
relief at the head of ſeven thouſand 
cavalry. bers Khan and his troops. 
| 5335 = 
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were now driven back into che "my 


Mohammed Aly, his general, left his 


| family in the fort, and fled towards 7 
Kereh Kilpick, and although | ply 7 885 


purſued made his eſcape. 
When the remainder of the army join- ; 
ed Nadir Shah, he ordered the comman- 
dant of artillery to lay ſiege to the fort. 
A briſk cannonade was maintained on 
both ſides for five days; when Ilbers 
Khan being deſerted by many of his men, 
and ſeeing. the baſtions demolithed, _ 
. thought it moſt prudent to ſurrender 
at diſcretion. Himſelf, his children, 
and many of his principal dependents, 
were ordered into cuſtody, The Tur- 
komans, in their frequent depredatory 
| incurſions on the borders of Kl 


horaſan, 


had made priſoners men, women, and . 
children; fo that every family had 8 
numbers of theſe ſlaves, Who were 
employed | in tiles, and in digging 
„ 
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canals from the Gihoon to different 
parts of the country, Some of them 
who had been carried away in their in- 
fancy were now ſixty years old, and the 
long change of climate and the manner 
of living, had abſolutely altered their 
features, ſo that you could hardly diſ- 
tinguiſh them from the natives. 
The day after the ſurrender of Jieyook, 
Ilbers Khan was commanded to collect 
together theſe captives from all parts of 
his kingdom, and in the courſe of ten 
or twelve days, ſeven thouſand men and 
women were aſſembled in the Perſian 
camp. The way that I came to know. 
their ond number was, that when 

Nadir Shah ordered every one of them 
0 donation of ten rupees of Hindoſtan, 
the Nazir*z deſired me to be preſent, 
to ſee. that the money was duly diſ- $ 
tributed. nen they had received 
this - 


2A hate, 
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this dbnarion; Nadir Shah commanded 5 
that they ſhould be ſent to Khoraſan, 
and maintained on the road at the ex- | 
pence of government. But like the 
captives in Bokhara, many WhO had 
formed connections i in Khovarezm, and | 
others who were alarmed at the accounts 
which they heard of Iran, returned on 
the road; others died on the way, from 


the ſeverity of the cold, and the want of ET : 


neceſſaries; and the reſt, when they ar- 
rived at ONS,” heartily nn of 
their journey. 
| Koba Kuh, the le Baby, was 


commanded to ſeize ſeven thouſand men 


5 and women of Khovarezm, and fend them 5 


the neareſt way through the deſert to 
 Mowloodgah, there to experience all | 
the hardſhips of ſlavery, afterhaving an 
joyed the happineſs of freedom; and from 
this time the name of Mowloodgah was 


_ ordered 
= The chief Herald. | 1 
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ordered to be changed to Jeiyookabad, 
becauſe that the captives were chiefly 
natives of that city. A deſcription of 
| Mowloodgah ſhall be heal in its proper 
Pee 
Although the expedition had coſt Na- 
dir Shah great labour and expence, with- 
out the ſmalleſt advantage in return, he 


Was nevertheleſs very proud of this con- 
queſt, and gave many public entertain- 
ments on the occaſion; of which Ibers 
Khan and his family, had the mortifica- 
tion to be ſpectators. 
The moſt flouriſhing cities in Khova- 5 
rezm are Urkenj, Jieyook, and Haza- 


5 raſp. 


Notwithſtanding Nadir Shah was very | 
 Uiternte and tyrannical, yet whenever he 
gained a victory, he attributed his good 
fortune to the power of Heaven, and 
never failed to offer up public thankſ- | 
giving for it. ; And it is to this piety, 


that 


76 MEMOIRS OP 


that we muſt aſcribe his great ſucceſs. 
On the other hand, ſome of his officers 
vainly boaſted, that theſe victories were 
ſolely the fruits of their valour, which 
5 preſumption drew on them the divine : 
vengeance, and terminated i in their deſ- : 
truction in the manner following: _ 
After the conqueſt of the fort of Jie- 
: yook, Nadir Shah by beat of drum, pro- 
hibited the ſoldiers from moleſting the 
inhabitants. The Kezlebaſhes, regard- 
leſs of theſe orders, and thinking to. find 
this place full of money and Jewels like 
Shahjchanabad, began to plunder ; but 
after great ſearch could diſcover nothing 


but grain, and ſome furs. As ſoon as in- 


telligence hereof was brought to Nadir 

Shah, he ſent a party to ſeize the offen- 
ders, and bring them before him. All 
the officers amongſt them from the com- = 
mander of a thouſand, to a Debaſhy*, 


»A Commander of Ten. 
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he ordered to be beheaded in his preſence, 
and the private ſoldiers he diſmiſſed with 
the loſs of their ears and noſes, The exe- 
cution laſted till ſunſet, when he com- 
manded the headleſs trunks, with their 
arms to be carried to the main guard, 
by which way every one paſſed, and there 
to lie expoſed for two days as an ex- 
ample to others. I was preſentthe whole 
time, and ſaw the wonderful hand of 
God, which employs ſuch inſtruments 
for the execution of his divine vengeance. 
| Althou gh not one of the executioners 
Was ſatisfied with Nadir Shah, yet no- 
| body dared to diſobey his commands; 
a father beheaded his ſon, and a brother 
4 brother, and yet preſumed not to com- 
5 plain. | 
A few days after the above-mentioned 
public execution, Ilbers Khan was deli- 
vered from the miſeries of this periſhable 
world, "0. being privately. ſtrangled. 
His 
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His wives, children, and other relations, 
were made priſoners. | A: 
I frequently viſited the e in the 

neighbourhood of Khovarezm, but there 
are not any buildings worth noticing. 
The climate is very healthy, which ap- 

1 pears from the robuſt make, and hearty 
conſtitutions of the natives. | 


KHOJEH ABDULKURREEM. 79 


Navin: Snan marches to Khoraſan by 
the road * Meru Shajan. 


AFTER having ſettled air in 
Khovarezm, Nadir Shah conferred that 
kingdom upon Mohammed Tahir Khan, 
a deſcendant of Chingez Khan. He : 
then marched back again to Char; joo, 
amidſt a violent fall of ſnow. 
At Charjoo he repudiated his 1 new wife, 
the ſiſter of Abulfiez Khan, and ſent her 
back to her brother with a conſiderable 
ſum of money, a quantity of jewels, and a 
a female elephant. The daughter of Abul- 
fiez Khan being young and beautiful, Aly 
Kuly Khan, her huſband, took her with 
him to Iran. a 


„ ">= *The 
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The army halted ſome days at Char- 
Joo; and then proceeded through the de- 
ſert, which I have already deſcribed, to 
Meru Shajan ; and after a moſt fatiguing 
march encamped near that city. Many | 
of the Afghans of Vouſef Zei, being un- 
provided with horſes and neceſſaries, died 
on the march through this deſert. 
Meru appears from its ruins to have 
been a fine city ; but is at preſent in the _ 
fame ſtate as Herat. It was the capital 
of Sultan Sanjir, celebrated by the poet 
Nezami. This deſert is the boundary 1 8 
of Meru and Bokhara; as well as of 5 
Balkh and Herat. 
:" "This weather was intenſely cold; but 
1 Nadir Shah remained only ten days at 5 
Meru, and then marched to his native 
country Kelat. Each of the principal 
men of this place brought him a lamb 
and a pair of wollen ſocks, and received : 


in return dreſſes and other preſents. _ 


had 
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had hitherto been a rule, to enter in the 
accounts the preſents that were received 
of every denomination, but he now 


indirectly ordered this cuſtom to be dis- / 


continuec. 
One day, Mirza Mchammed ni 


Dewan of the houſehold, repreſented to 
Nadir Shah, that according to his orders, 
many articles were purchaſed in the mar- 
kets, but that every thing was twice as 
dear as it ought to be. He ſmiled and 
| faid, „ am glad to give my country- 


men a good 8 8 3 pay them whatever 
they require. 


The town of Kelat is ſorromidid by 


high mountains, ſo perpendicular as to 
be abſolutely inacceſſible; On the fide 
of Meru is a large gate, where the guards 


examine every perſon who goes in or out. 
This leads to a paſs ſo narrow as to ad- 


mit only one horſeman at a time, and 


over which the mountains meet at the 


2 hs 
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top, in a moſt aſtoniſhing manner, form- 
ing a natural arch. The canal, upon 

which all the cultivation in Kelat de- 
; pends, enters the town on the fide of 
Meſhed, and goes out through the paſs of 

Meru. At firſt the courſe of this ſtream | 
ran over a bed of limeſtone which made 

it very unwholeſome, but at the com- 


mand of Nadir Shah, the governor Ma- 9255 


hommed Ameen Beg, altered ſome part 
of the channel, and by avoiding the lime- | 
quarry, the water is now exceedingly 
good. For this piece of ſervice, he was 
ws highly rewarded. The other Kelat, : 
Which is written differently from this, i is 
dependent upon Kandahar. In this ſtrong 
fortreſs, Nadir Shah depoſited all his 
jewels and treaſure which he did not im- 
media tely want; and then ſet out for 
Meſhed, by the road of Mowloodgah#. 
This Place which gave birth to Nadir 
5 | Shah, 
0 Mowloodgab Ggnifies the birth-place, „ 
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Shah, and which was originally a vil- 
lage, is ſituated between Kelat and 
Abiurd, On the ſpot where he was born 
a moſque is erected, on the dome of 
which are placed three golden vaſes one 
upon another, and at the top of all is 
fixed a ſcimitar of the ſame metal, imply- 
ing that the ſword iſſued from henee. 
After thoſe ornaments were completed, 
the architect was conſidering whether to 
inſcribe upon the building the day of his 
birth or the preſent date, when Nadir 
Shah ſmiling, faid, © At the time of my 
birth, there was not ſo much gold in 
1 | Kelat and Abiurd together ; what then 
muſt have been the ſtate of my family ? 
therefore dont heſitate about the mat- 
ter, but make uſe of the preſent date.“ 
Here he alſo built a city upon the ſame : 
plan as Shahjehanabad, but about Aa 1 
fourth part of its ſize, and a canal runs 
— the market place. At firſt 5 3 
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was called. Mowloodgah, but for want of 
inhabitants it never roſe to any figure; 

and when the captives were brought 
from Knovarezm to people it, the name 5 
was chan ged to Jieyookabad. 

Abiurd is a populous town. It is alſo 
called Bawerd ; the Aſh Bawerdy'® | is a 
well- known diſh. 

After halting nine days at Mowlood- 

: gah, Nadir Shah marched amidſt a fall 
of ſnow to Meſhed MokeddesF, where 
he arrived on the 19th of Zulkeddah, 

A. H. 11 53 Ul January the 24th, 

A. D. 1741.) 

I ſhallnow give a ſummary account of 
the moſt remarkable occurrences at Me- 
ſhed. on 
Nadir Shah 1 bel difpleaſed with his 
| eldeſt ſon Reza Kuly Mirza, but for 


what cauſe 1 was not able to learn with . 
certainty, : 


=, 4 kind of ſoup ickages with flour. 
+ Meſhed the holy. | 
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certainty, ordered all his effects to be 
confiſcated, and ſent him priſoner to the 
City of Tehran. 


Sefder Mohammed Khan, the 6 
fador from the court of Hindoſtan, waited 
upon Nadir Shah at Meſhed, with ſome 


valuable preſents from Mohammed Shah, 


from Kuminereddeen Khan, the Grand 


Nizier, and many others of the Om- 


rahs * of Hindoſtan. He received a dreſs, 


and a donation in money. 
Nadir Shah now commanded that the 


5 tombſtone of Timour, and the brazen 


gates ſhould be ſent back again to Samar- 
cand, and reſtored to their proper places. 


The tranſportation backwards and for- 


Wards, occaſioned a very conſiderable ex- 
pence. 


| Meſhed is not without its curioſities. ? 


| The walls : are formed of triangular baſ- 


G 3 tions, 


* Omrah the plural of Ameer, a Prince, or nobleman | 
1 of the firſ rank. 


STD 
- Fug 2 


1 


* 
4 
1 * 
IT N 
iz 
15 
* 
2 
t 
is 
F 
15 
is 
Ft 
1 
1 p 
1 5 
7 
[ . 2 
W 
oF! 
} "7% 
it 
* 
is 
4 
0 
* 
gs | + 
1 
i 
* 
* - 
1 
[4 
I 
it 
LE 
[ ' 7 
0 B 
i . 
i#h 
- 
1 1 
'Ky 
* 
1 444 
5 
KS 
- TY 
1 8 
1 


r 
— vo 


E 84 £ 
Subs” Loans _ 
W — 


N rms” ec 


S 


Sy , n * 
n 8 
N — 


S 
8 1 5 
— wa — 


— 


7. MEMOIRS OF 


tions, which is certainly a good method 
of fortification, for when a baſtion i is at- 
tacked, the men ſtationed in thoſe on 
each ſide, can aſſiſt in its defence. The 
ſhrine of Imam Mouſa Reza -T, is in the | 
centre of the city. The mauſoleum is very 
lofty, has a large dome, and is finely or- 
namented. The moſque, and the offices 
belonging to it, are ſpacious and well 
contrived. The great market was for- 
merly in front of theſe buildings, but is 
now within the encloſure, and has two 
large gates ; ; a canal runs through the 
whole. The market on the weſt ſide of 
the city, and where the royal palace is 
ſituated, is called the upper ſtreet, and 
the road through the eaſtern market, is 
called the lower ſtreet. The ſhrine is 


ſurrounded by three ſkreens of lattice 


work; the outer one is of high tempered 
ſteel, and is faid to have coſt more 
Dn than 
+ The eighth of the twelve Imans, ” 
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than if it had been made of pure filver; 
the ſecond ſkreen is of pure gold; and 
the third, which immediately incom- 
paſſes the ſhrine, is of ſandal- wood. : 
The ſtory which is commonly told in 
many countries, that the dome of the 
mauſoleum is conſtructed of ingots of 
gold, is without foundation, it being 
only covered with gilt copper, like that 
of Zuffer Khan's at Shahjehanabad. 
Nadir Shah has repaired many of the old 
buildings, and built ſome new ones. 
His own mauſoleum is in the u pper ſtreet. 
When it was nearly finiſhed, a facetious 
fellow wrote the following lines upon 
one of the walls. | 
There is not a ſong without your name; 
The world is Full of you, my your wy 
i per place is empty. 
At firſt ſome lenghel at the joke, but 
afterwards perceiving the force of the 
fatire, they were afraid that if it ſhould 
E 4 „ eee 
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come to the ears of Nadir Shah, he micht | 

order many to be put to death in revenge 

of the affront; and therefore the lines 
were carefully rubbed out. | 

The city of Thous, is now in ruins, 

and its decay has evidently been occa- 

ſioned by the foundation of Meſhed, 

which is only four farſangs diſtant. 

he canal which runs through Me- 
ſhed, 18 very clear till it reaches the city, 

i when i it becomes muddy ; ; which circum- : 
ſtance has occaſioned many ſtrokes of wit 
againſt its inhabitants. W Ee 
The empire of Iran, has on ihe caſt 

Sind, Cabul, Mawerulnehr, and Knova- 

rezm; on the weſt, lie the territories 

of Room, and Sham ; it is bounded on 
the north by Ruſſia, Carcaſſia, and 


Deſht Kipchack, and on the wan * 
the deſert of * 22 
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Provincial Divuiſion of IRAN. 


Provinces. 


Chief Cities. 


Herat. 
Meſhed. 
Meru Shayjan. 
: | Meru ul roud. 
|1Sebzwar. 
© | Nieſhapoor. 


 Rhoraſan. Aſterabad. 


Iajoon. 
Abiurd. 


Toon. 


| Beiſh, 


Jam. 


Lunger. 
1 5 Provinces. 
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Provinces, Chief Cities. 
Isfahan. 
Kerman. 
Kaſhan. „ 
Kom. 85 
Irak Agem, N imadn. 
5 Kermanſhahan. 
Cazyin. 
ITehran. | 
IRameen. 
Uerd. | 
TShiraz. 
| Jehram. 
lake ah. 
Tebriz. 8 
Gunjeh. 
Azerbijan. 4 rune | 
e Nekhjewan. 
IIrivan. 
1 „ {Ardebil 5 
1 | Provinces. 


Fars. 


Fl ; 
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Provinces. Chief Cities. 
Shivan Shamakhi. 


Mazenderan. 


Galfero wih. 
Gilan, alſo written Reſht. 
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An account of Navir Suan 8 expedition 
againſt Mazenderan. 


THE army halted 8 days at 
Meſhed, and then during a heavy ſnow 5 | 
ſet out for Aſterabad, by the road of 

Kojoon, another city of Khoraſm. 5 

Some rain falling afterwards, the roads 

were ſo deep, that the loaded camels 

were left behind ſticking | in the mud. 

In the paſs of Keramle, near a tenth 

part of the men with their baggage : 
periſhed in the river. The rain having 
continued with great violence, a river, 


which runs between two mountains, . 
was now ſo felled; that it was hardly 1 
poſſible to paſs it; and it is fo ſerpentine, 
like that in the Bungiſhaut, that i in the 


courſe 
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courſe of the march, we were obliged to 


croſs it twenty-three times. The rain 


fell in torrents, proviſions were ſcarce, 
and the fatigues of the march ſo in- 
ſupportable, that every one would have 


preferred death to the continuation of 


ſuch an exiſtence. The fifteenth day, 
Nadir Shah croſſed the river on an ele- 


phant, leaving the army to encounter 
the deadly river, the noiſe of whoſe 
waves was as tremendous as the trum- 
pet of Iſraſil*. However, compaſſiona- 


ting their ſituation, he granted permiſſion 
to thoſe who choſe it, to remain till the 
water ſhould ſubſide; but being deſtitute 


of all kinds of ſupplies, they gave them- 
ſelves up for loſt, and plunged their 
Horſes into the river. At every crofling, 
great numbers of men and cattle pe- 


riſhed; anda conſiderable part of the Shah's 


baggage 
8 The Angel who is to ſound the trumpet at the 27 
of judgement, 
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erected at every ſtage. Theſe precautions 
were abſolutely neceſſary, becauſe as in 
Bengal, here are periodical rains. In 


the ſame manner that Jehangeer uſed 


to go to Caſhmeer with a ſmall retinue, | 
Shah Abbaſs was wont to travel to Ma- 
zenderan. Aſhreff, which is the fineſt 
city of Mazenderan, is at the diſtance of 
ſix farſangs from the Caſpian Sea, and 
yet at night you can there diſtinctly hear 
the murmur of the waves. The people 
of Aſhreff call this ſea, the ſea of Kul- 


zum, whereas the proper ſea of Kulzum . 


is in the Turkiſh empire. Mount Sinai“ 
is on its ſhore, and it unites with the main | 
ocean. The ſea of Mazenderan is called 
in ancient books the ſea of Abgoon, and 
the ſea of Kherz; but it has no connec- 
tion with the ocean, being ſurrounded 
with land; namely, by Mazenderan, 
Heſhterkhan, Herman, Dilem, Shirvaa, 
and 


„ Thoor, 
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| baggage was loſt. After the officers 
and troops had croſſed with great loſs, 
it came to the turn of the camp followers. 
But the Almighty had mercy upon them, 
for the river fell ſo ſuddenly in the night, 
that before the next noon they had all 
croſſed the river. After paſſing this 
river we arrived at Aſterabad. It is a 
very populous city, but has not any re- 
markable buildings, 
After halting ſix days at Aſterabad, the 
army began their march for Tehran, by 
the route of Mazenderan. I was told, 
that the road to Mazenderan was ſo over- 
grown with trees and thickets, and the 
mire ſo deep, that it was hardly paſſable, 
till Shah Abbaſs being very fond of tra- 
velling thither, ordered the wood to be 
| cleared away, and for the diſtance of 
twelve days journey, had the road paved 
with ſtone; and that he might not be in- 
cumbered with tents, buildings were 
5 erefted 
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and the territory of Kherz, from whence, 
by this fea, ſhips bring furs to Iran, 
In length it is 275 farſangs, and in 
breadth 225 farſangs. The Deſht Kip- 
chack is alſo ſaid to border upon it. It 
is more turbulent than the ſeas of Hind, 
Turkey, or Perſia, becauſe it is ſhallow- 
er, and has no communication with the 
ocean. Ofa truth this obſervation holds 
good in regard to men, for thoſe of the 
| deepeſt underſtanding, are the leaſt lo- 8 
quacious. The chief food of the inhabi- 
tants of Mazenderan is rice and eggs. = 
The wheat of this country is intoxicating, 
eſpecially to thoſe who have never taſted 
the bread of Mazenderan, the Bang* 
of Hindoſtan, or the Affium t of Gaze- 
rTO0On. The inhabitants fay, that it is 
only a particularly ſpecies, that grows 
amongſt the reſt, which has this property, ö 
e Taz: Son and 
Fol | An intoxicating plant. 
+ Vulgarly called Opium. 
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and that upon its being ſeparated, the 
remainder has no ſuch effect. Some pre- 
tend that it is occaſioned by the wind 
85 called Semoom#®, blowing over the fields ; ; 
but this is only an idle ſtory; for in Ara- 
bia the Semoom ripens the dates, but 
does not make them inebriating. The 
people of Iran tell many laughable ſtories 
of the ſtupidity of the natives of Mazen- 
deran, and Lariſtan, but theſe are merely 
ſtrokes of wit, for certainly they are not 
by any means deficient in underſtanding. 2 
It is remarkable that in Hindoſtan, 
Caſhmeer is ſtiled Jennetne xeer, and that 
in Iran, Mazenderan is called Fennetni- 
han, both ſignifying the reſemblance of 
Paradi iſe, and that the natives of both 
kingdoms, abuſe the poor inhabitants of 
their reſpective Paradiſe ; but it is no 
Wonder, for the friends of God are always 
= deſpiſed 
D . A ſultry wind, which deſtroys travellers. 
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deſpiſed i in this woe; and a are therefore . 


15 the dearer to him. 


After halting twelve days at Aſhreff, 5 
Nadir Shah marched with the army to 
Tehran, through the jungle, over the 
cauſeway of Shah Abbaſs. It was his 
cuſtom on a march, to be accompanied 
only by his Haram*, and the female 
minſtrels, who ſung the whole way; the 
army marching on all ſides at the diſtance 
of about a mile; but as in this narrow 
road the troops could not march on 
5 either ſide, two men took the opportu- 
nity of concealing themſelves in a thicket, 
where they lay in wait for him; and as 
| ſoon as they heard the noiſe of his horſes 
feet, ruſhed out like lions on their prey. 
One of them diſcharged a large arquebuſs, 
the ball of which wounded Nadir Shah 
in the left hand, when he immediately 
flung himſelf from his horſe, that they 
nth 
IP Or Seraglio. 
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might ſuppoſe him to be dead, and not 
commit any further violence ; and herein 
he ſucceeded, for the aſſaſſins ran away, 
believing they had diſpatched him. The 
women of the Haram ſcreamed out, 
which alarmed the minſtrels who were 
coming after at ſome diſtance, they re- 
doubled the cry, and the eunuchs ſpread 
the alarm to the ſervants behind, when 
they immediately joined the Shah, and 
endeavoured to ſeize the aſſaſſins, but 
could diſcover no traces of them, ex- 
cepting a bullet that they had let fall 
upon the ground. From this day, 
Nadir Shah diſcontinued travelling in 
courk*x. The Omrahs were all in con- 
ſternation, leſt ſuſpicion ſhould fall upon 
any of them; and three days after they 
| ſeized two Afghans, whom they accuſed = 
VVV 
* Signifies prohibition, and is particularly applied 


to this manner of travelling, when every one 1s "y_ 
bibited from approncking the Seraglio. 125 
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of the crime. N adir Shah, after an exa- 
| mination, was convinced of their inno- 
cence, and upon diſmiſſing them ordered 
each a donation of 10 Tomans, or 200 
Rupees. He reproved their accuſers, and 
told them not to moleſt innocent men, 
for that he knew very well who were his 
enemies. 
Some time after, it Was Sifocvered 5 
that this attempt upon his life, had 
been made at the inſtignation of his 
eldeſt ſon Reza Kuly Khan Mirza, and 85 
Abdullah Beg, the ſon of Mohammed 
; Huſſein Khan Cutchkar, the ſteward of 
the houſehold. 
After a long inveſtigation, both of a 
them had their eyes plucked out, and 
were then committed to priſon. Many : 
people believed this to have been the 
judgment of God upon Reza Kuly, 
for the following piece of cruelty. Dur- 
ing the ant at Dehly, it was rumoured | 


that 2 
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un Mohammed Shah had treacherouſſy 
ſlain Nadir Shah, upon which many of 
his people fled in the night, and ſpread 
the report, till at length it reached Iran. 
Reza Kuly, the regent, was ſo apprehen- 
| five that the people, in revenge for his 
ſeverities, would expel him, and again 
acknowledge Shah Thamas, that he ſent 
people to murder that innocent mo- 
narch, and his ſon Abbaſs Mirza, who 
were impriſoned at Sebzwar. This bar- 
barity having been committed without 
the order of Nadir Shah, many believed 
that he 1 NOW {uffered i in retaliation of his 
crime. = 1 
On the 24th of Rubby ul Awwel, A. 
H. 1154 (or May 28th, A. D. 1741,) 
Nadir Shah arrived at Cazvin. Every 
houſe in this city has an aqueduct in 
the ground floor, ſome of which are 
three, and others eleven yards in depth. 
Shah Abbaſs, by means of a | ſubterra- 


H 3 5 neous 
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neous aqueduct, brought water to this . 
place, and it runs through the prin- 
cipal market in a ſmall canal. The peo- 
ple of Iran are wonderfully fond of aque- 
duet, LH 
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A Diſputation concerning a V. erſe of the 

: Koran, on which occaſs on NA DIR 
SHAH gives orders for the Pentateuch 

and Goſpel to be tranſlated into the Per- 
. Lan, guage. 


5 WHILE Nadir Shah was engaged in 
the expedition againſt Turan, there hap- 
pened a converſation concerning the di- 
verſity of religious ſects, in which the 
following verſe of the Koran was intro- 
duced. Mohammed is the Apoſtle 
« of God; and thoſe who are with him 
1 fierce againſt the unbelievers, but 
cc compaſſionate towards one another. 
« Thou mayeſt ſee them bowing down, 
0 proſtrate. ſeeking a recompenſe from 
H 4 „ God 


La 
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c 


| God, and his good will. Their fans 
« are in their faces, being marks of fre- 
&« quent proſtration. This is their de- 
« ſcription 1 in the Pentateuch®, and in 
„ the Goſpel r.“ Nadir Shah required 
the expoſition thereof from the head 
Moullat, who anſwered, that the ſect 
of the Schiias||, apply it folely to Aly; 
whilſt the Sunniesh maintain that it is 
meant to deſcribe all the four firſt Kha- 
lifs, there being a diſtin character for 
each. Nadir Shah then aſked, whether 
the Pentateuch and Goſpel were now in 
exiſtence? and being anſwered in the 
affirmitive, he was reſolved to decide the 
i queſtion by £ the heavenly books,; and 


accordingly 
* Tureir- | + Emjedl. | 
4 A Moulla, f is a perſon learned 1 in the Mohamme- 


dan law. 
f The ſe& of Aly. 


85 & Thoſe EV. acknowledge as lawful the ſucceſſion 
of Abubeker, Omar, Othman, and Aly. N 5 


9 Kuteb Semaaoy. So the Mohammedans call the. 
ſcriptures, and reckon the Koran one of them. They 


. fay we have altered and corrupted thoſe in our F. pas 
feflion, : 
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accordingly ordered Mirza Mehdy Isfa- 
| hany to repair to the Jews and Chriſ- 
tians, and obtain by their means Perſian 
_ tranſlations of both thoſe books. Mirza 
Mehdy immediately undertook a ſea 
voyage; and from the dread of Nadir 
Shah's diſpleaſure, laboured day and 
night to accompliſh his errand. Whilſt 
Nadir Shah was at Cazvin, I was pre- 
ſent when Mirza Mehdy arrived, at- 
tended by ſeven men learned in botn 
books; and preſented to him a Perſian 
verſion of each. His mind being then 


| totally engaged with the preparations for 


the war in Daghiſtan, he deferred the 
diſputation till his return from that ex- 
pedition. He then called an aſſembly of 


5 5 the Moullas of both ſects, at which thjñe 


learned in the Pentateuch and Goſpel 
were ordered to be preſent, to give teſti- 
mony to the truth. After a long diſpu- 
tation, the Schiias were vanquiſhed, and 


the 


106 MEMOIRS OF 


the doctrine of the Sunnies was pro- 
nounced to be orthodox. A declaration 
to that effect was drawn up, and all who 
were preſent affixed their ſeals to it, and 
eopies thereof were ſent to all quarters. 
In Hindoſtan it was circulated by Zakaria 
Khan, the Soobahdar of Lahoor, Who 
was in the favour of both monarchs. 
This deciſion, was evidently a ſtroke of po- 
licy, and not matter of conviction; being 
principally deſigned to gain the good will 
of the Sunnies of the Turkiſh « empire, who 
are ſo tenacious of their religious tenets 
that their eccleſiaſtics are able toexpelany 
Prince who offends againſt the divine law, 
and to raiſe another to the throne who 
will be obedient thereto. However they | 
were not deceived by this artifice, and 
fo far from becoming his friends,, were 
unanimous in declaring war againſt him. 
Nadir Shah, during his expedition in 
Hindoſtan, laboured under a dropſical 


complaint, 
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complaint, and having heard great enco- 


miums beſtowed upon the {kill of Ha- 
keem Allavee Khan, he prevailed upon 


him to leave Dehly, under an engage- 


ment, that after effecting the cure, he 


ſhould have permiſſion to make the pil- 


 grimage of Mecca. 


Nadir Shah always carreſſed him be- 


yond any other of his court, inſomuch 
that ſometimes the Princes, his ſons, 
would be ſtanding withoutſide of the tent 


in the ſnow, whilſt he alone was in com- 


pany with their father. In order that 
he might travel with the greater eaſe, 


Nadir Shah ſent him his own Tukh- 
trewan*®. He always partook of what- 


ever the Shah ate or drank, and in every : 


other reſpect all poſlible attention was 


ſhewn him. With the aſſiſtance of 


God, he performed a radical cure, with- 


out Hg; laid Nadir Shah under any 


reſtraint 
* Literally a moving throne, a royal litter. 
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reſtraint of regimen; and he now 
aſked permiſſion to take his leave, accord- 
ing to promiſe. Nadir Shah being very 
unwilling to part with him, endeavoured 
to detain him by profeſſions of friend- 
ſhip, and new acts of kindneſs; but the 
Hakeem Baſhy being of an irritable diſ- 
poſition, could not bear the delay, and 
at laſt broke out in the following ex- 
clamation. To retain a phyſician 
1 contrary to his inclination, can tend 
to no W and may be productive | 
« of evil.” Nadir Shah convinced that 
it would be impoſſible to prevail upon 
him to ſtay any longer, at laſt conſented 
to his departure. 
The ſinful author of theſe pages, who 
from Eis great deſire to make the pil- 
grimage of Mecca, and to viſit the holy 
' ſhrines, had entered into the ſervice of 
Nadir Shah, obtained permiſſion to ac- 
| np the Hakeem Baſhy to Hijaz. 
Nadir 
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Nadir Shah was then on his march from 
Cazvin, on an expedition againſt the 
tribe of Lezekee of Dagiſtan, who ſome 


time before in an engagement had killed 
his brother Ibrahim Khan. Being a 


brave and gallant nation, they fortified 


their paſſes, and made other preparations 


to repel the attack. 


Buy the divine favour 1 now mak my 
; leave of Nadir Shah, and carrying all 
my property s with me, ſet out for 


: Mecca. 
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The Author s 0 from Cazvin 7 : 
Baghdad. 


On the 16th of the month if Rebby _ 
ul Sany, A. H, 1154, or A. D. 1741, 
I fat out from Cazvin along with Allavee 
Khan the Hakeem Baſhy ; and as 
Nadir Shah had iſſued orders to the 
governors, of the provinces through which * 
he paſſed, to pay him particular attention, : 
we were well accommodated at every f 
ſtage of our journey. 5 
© Fro Cazvin to Hamadan, is Gen 
days journey. At the diſtance of a far- 
1 | ſang from Hamadan, is the mountain 
of Alwend, which for beauty may vie 
= with the mountains of Caſhmeer ; and 
| 4 the paſs through it is ad to meaſure | | 
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twelve farſangs. In the city of Hama- 
dan is the tomb of Sheikh Abu Ali 
Sina, all in ruins. In the ſuburbs is 
the mauſoleum called Goombed Alweean, 
where are interred many of the relations 
of Meer Syed Aly Hamadany. Under 
the pavement of the mau foleum are ſpa- 


cious vaults containing the tombs. The 


deſcent to thoſe catacombs is ſo contrived 


as to be intirely hidden when the pave- 


ment is laid down. During the reigns of 
the Khalifs of the houſe of Ommiah, the 
family of Aly were obliged to conceal 


their dead, as their furious perſecutors 


would not ſuffer even the bones of 4 


Syed, to reſt 1 in peace. Hov- wonder- 


ful is the power of God! the Chriſtians 
regard as a holy relick the hoof of the 


Meſſiah's aſs; whilſt the Mohammedans 


perſecute in this manner, the poſterity 


of their prophet. Here is alſo ſhewn a 


* Called by European authors Avicenna. 


large 
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large building, faid to 135 the tomb of 
Judah, the ſon of Jacob. 
From Hamadan we proceeded to - 
Tous and Sirkan. DO. 
On the 22d we alighted : at a caravan- 
ſerai, at the foot of the mountain of Bey- 
ſitoon. It is aſtoniſhing to ſee the 
apartments, with arched doors, and win- 
dos, and the reſervoirs that are exca- 
vated in this mountain; alſo the ſtatues | 
of Khufro and Shiren are of workman- 
_ ſhip greatly excelling the ſculptures that 
T have ſeen in the gardens of Dara She 
kough at Lahoor, and are ſaid to ſurpaſs i 
any thing of the kind that i is to be found - 
in Conſtantinople. 
The 25th we arrived at Kermanſha- 
han, the inhabitants of which are chiefly 


of the Goordzengteh. At the diſtance | 


of half a farſang from the city, is the fa- 
mous mountain of Tak Buſtan. Out 
of the-n mountain is cut an arch large 5 


000g. 
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enough to admit two elephants abreaſt, 
in the middle of which is the ſtatue of 
Khuſro on, horſeback larger than life ; 


and on the roof of the arch, as well as 


on other parts of the mountain, are car- 


ved in relievo, the figures of birds and 
beaſts. From Tak. Buſtän to Madain, 
which was the capital of Nouſhirvan, 


and Khuſro, are ſeven ſtages. When 


| we had ſatisfied our curioſity at Kerman- | 
| ſhahan, we purſued our Journey; and 
after reſting at Cheſmeh Aly, and Cheſ- 


meh Kember, on the fourth day, reach- 


ed the village of Gilanick, the extremity 


of Iran. This village is ſituated at 


the foot of a very large mountain, called 
Allah Akber. The road from Hamadan 
to Gillanick is very mountainous, and in 
the winter is covered with ſnow; but 


from hence to Baghdad, the country is 


a perfect flat, and the climate ſo hot, 


that there are never any falls of ſnow. 
2 e 
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At Gilanick, Nadir Shah has built -a 
ſtrong fort, which is well garriſoned. 
From Gillanick you paſs over a deſert, 
through the middle of which runs a 
river, which is now conſidered as the 
boundary between the empires of Turkey 
and Perſia; but till the time of Nadir 3 5 
Shah the mountain of Allah Akber was 
reckoned the limit. During the de- 
cline of the Seffevian race, the Turks 
had eneroached as far as Kerman ſhahan. 
The firſt ſtage is over this deſert; our 
ſecond ſtage was Behroze, the third 
Beladroud; and on the fourth day we 
arrived at Baghdad. Ahmed Paſha, the 
governor of Baghdad, ſent out a perſon 
of rank to conduct us to the city, and 
during our ſtay we were treated with 
very great reſpect and attention. 
The new city of Baghdad, is very po- 
pulous, and ſo extenſive as to contain a 
great deal of arable land. It is ſituated | 
on 
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on the eaſt fide of the river Tigris*, and: 


the old city is on the oppoſite bank. 


The latter is in a ruinous ſtate, and with- 
out any fortifications ; but new Baghdad 


is encloſed with a high wall, and baſtions, 


covered with earth, ſo that cannon can- 


not make any impreſſion upon the works, 


the balls ſinking into the earth; and the 


whole is ſurrounded with a deep ditch. 

Nadir Shah beſieged it eleven months, 
without being able to takg it. The 
Keblah + at Baghdad i is rather more to 


the ſouth than in H indoſtan. 


I be palace of Nouſhirvan, of which 
fone of the walls are ſtill ſtanding, is at 


the diſtance of fix farſangs from Baghdad, 
and 5 5 5 paces from the river Tigris. 


* Shut ul . | 
1 That part to which people direct their face in prayer: 
towards the Caaba or temple of Meeca, to which 


place che Mohammedans, in whatever quarter of the 


world We are, turn themſelves when at prayer. 
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ON the weſt ſide of the Tigris; at 1 
diſtance of half a farſang from the old 
city, are the tombs of Imam Muſa Kazem 
and Imam Mohammed Tuckee, whom 
they call the Kamazain or the two Ka- 
ems; and the village has alſo obtained 


the fame name. Theſe are the two 


| largeſt tombs in that quarter. Between 

them and old Baghdad are near a thou- 
ſand tombs ; amongſt which the moſt 

remarkable is that of Sheikh Maaroof | 


: Kherkee, which as well as thoſe of the _ | 


two Imams, has a large moſque, but the | 
eſtabliſhment here is much inferior to 
that for the Kazimain. On the oppo- 
ſite ſide of the river, at half a farſang ; 
8 from 
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from the new city, is the ſhrine of Abu 
Hanifah Cufee, with a moſque which 
is well attended; but thoſe of Juneyd 


Baghdadee, Sirree Suckuttee, Sheikh 
Munſoor Aumaree, and Sheikh Daoud ; 


Tahiree, are but ill ſerved. Here are 


alſo the tombs of Behlole the Wiſe; and 
of Manſoor Hullaj. I aſked the people 
1 how there came to be a tomb for 
Hullaj, who was burnt and his aſhes 
. thrown into the Tigris. They faid 
they had heard the ſame ſtory; and 


could not give any information about : 


his tomb. 
which was formerly a place of worlhip, 


belonging to a Jew, who was converted 

to the faith, upon Aly lifting up a ſtone = 

and diſcovering to him a well; the par- 
ticulars of which ſtory are to be found 


in many hiſtories. 


Within the new city are many tombs 
of ſaints, with moſques and colleges be- 


13 e longing | 


There is alſo a moſque, 


| 
4. 
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longing to them. That of Syed Abdul- 
kader Gilanee, which is very richly en- 
dowed, is a very magnificent building; 
and on the ſouth ſide of the gate of the 
Madreſſah, or college, lies his ſon Ab- 

 dulrezak. Alſo the tomb of Sheikh 

. Shahabeddeen Shoorvirdee, amongſt 
whoſe diſciples was the famous Sheihk 


Sady, is a noble e, and wacher 1 
endowed, 
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3 The Author leaves Baghdad, and 1 proces 
E Kerbela. 


AFTER bby viſited all the prin- 
cipal ſhrines i in Baghdad and its neigh- 
bourhood, we ſet out for Kerbela. 
Our firſt ſtage was to the caravanſerai of 
| Shoor, ſo called from the water of its 
wells being brackiſh. F reſn water is 
brought here for fale. The ſecond 
ſtage is the town of Muſſeeb, on the 
banks of the Euphrates; and on the 
ſame river, at the diſtance of a farſang, 
are the tombs of the two ſons of Moſlem 
Ben Akeer, who were martyred by 
Harith. They are both buried under 
one dome, ſituated in the midſt of a jun 

1 4 Ele. 
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gle. The third day, we arrived at Ker- 
bela, fifteen farſangs from Baghdad. 
 Kerbela is a very populous city, part- 
ly owing to the late oppreſſive govern- 
ment of Perſia, which occaſioned great 
dieſertions from thence to this place; as 
well as its convenient ſituation for trade, 
 fince the forming of the canal from the 
Euphrates. Haflan Paſha, governor of 
Baghdad, began this noble work, and 
expended upon it 10,000 Tomans, or 
near two lacks of rupees, but died before 
it was finiſhed. It was completed by 
Mirza Aſhreff, one of the nobles of Shah 
- Thamas, king of Perſia, The environs 
of the city are finely diverſified with 
groves of palm-trees and delightful gar- 
dens. The tomb of Huſſein, ſon of Aly, 
is within the city, together with that of 
his ſon Abdullah ; and the vault where- 


in are buried the other martyrs who 


fell with them, * the diſtance of 
J twenty 
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twenty paces from the ſouth window of 


the tomb of Huſſein, is a level ſpot 


where he was killed : and on the place 


' where he fell, is an excavation about the 
ſize of a grave, which is filled up with 
earth brought from the place where his 


tents were pitched ; this 1 18 covered with 
g boards, and whoever comes to viſit the 


ſhrine pays ſomething to one of the Ka- 


dems, for permiſſion to carry away 
ſome of the earth, which is univer- 
ally known by the name of Khik Ker- Ty 
bela, (Kerbela earth) and has wonderful 
properties. aſeribed to it; and amongſt 
others, it is ſaid to have the power of 
quelling a ſtorm at ſea, upon flinging it 
| againſt the wind. In the city are alſo 
the tomb and moſque of Abbaſs Aly, 
another ſon of Aly, but not by Fatemah; 
and the people here believe, that who- 


i ever ſwears falſely at this tomb, is imme- 
; diately aide with ſome dire misfor- 
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tune. At the diſtance of a farſang from 
the city is the tomb of Hour the martyr. 
Cloſe to him lies the body of his mother, 


who having endeavoured to diſſuade him 
from joining Huſſein, it is the cuſtom 


for every one who viſits his tomb, to 


throw a ſtone at that of his mother, by 
which means the tomb has been entirely 
deſtroyed, and nothin g remains but the 
pile of ſtones, which is daily increaſing. 
From Kerbela to Nejeff Aſhreff through 
the deſert, where there is no water, is 

twelve farſangs ; and by the city of Huh- 
leh, the route which we ee is fix- 
teen farſangs, viz, g 


From Kerbela to Huhleh, 7 
to Zulkefel, [5 
to Nejeff, 4 


| Hubleh is a populous city on the banks 
of the Euphrates. On the fame river, at 


the diſtance of half a farſang from Huh- 
Teh, are the tende of * and his faithful : 


wife 
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wife, who attended him during all his 


misfortunes. Near to the tombs is the 
ſpring in which he cleanſed himſelf; the 


water of which is remarkably fine, and 


it is aid to be a ſure remedy for the moſt 
obſtinate diſorders. The tomb of Job 


is ſmall, and now very much neglected 


for want of a proper endowment. After 
croſſing two plains from this city, you 
come to the tomb of Shoaib (Jethro). 
Near the altar in the moſque of Jethro, 
as well as in many other moſques that I 
" have ſeen in the Turkiſh empire, there 


5 are tombs, which is expreſsly contrary 


to the Hadis*: © You ſhall not bury 
#0 your dead in the moſques.” And 
moreover as theſe moſques have not the 
true Keblah, but look towards Jeruſalem, 


I conjecture that they were originally 


Chriſtian churches or monaſteries, which 
after the Mohammedan conqueſt were 


A ſaying of Mohammed. 


converted 
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converted into moſques. This is how- 


ever merely a ſuppoſition of mine own, 
not ſupported by any authority. Before 
wie arrived at Huhleh, we had heard from 
the country people of the ſhaking Mina- 


reh at the moſque of Jethro, and when 


we arrived there were greatly aſtoniſhed 
to find the report true. This Minareh is 
ſituated in the court yard of the moſque, 


and is of ſuch a breadth, as to allow 


of a ſtair-caſe above two yards wide. 
When you arrive at the ſummit of the 
Minareh, you are to place the ball on the 
top under your arm, and cry out aloud, 

* Oh Minareh, for the love of Abbaſs 
Aly, ſhake.” As Iam always inqui- 
ſitive after every thing that is curious, I 
aſcended the Minareh with ſeveral others, 


and we all did as above directed, but the - 
Minareh, ſtood as firm as a rock. I 
then deſired the Kadem of the moſque to 


it 
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it and crying out, the top of the Mina- 


reh ſhook in ſuch a manner that we all 
clung faſt for fear of being thrown off. 
The Hakeem Baſhy, who was ſtanding 


below, was highly diverted with the fi ght. 
We were utterly at a loſs to detect the 


5 trick, although we made the Kadem re- 
5 my it ſeveral times. 


9 rom Huhleh we went to Zulkefel, | 


where is the tomb of that prophet, and 


thoſe of his four ſucceſſors, magnificient 


monuments, well worth ſeeing. You de- 
ſcend to the tombs by four flights of ſteps, 
and it is there fo dark, that you can 
” fearcely diſtinguiſh objects. 
From Huhleh we proceeded to Nejelf 
Aſhreff. This city is not now ſo popu- 
| lous as Kerbela, on account of its diſtance 
from the river; and the country about it 
0 cultivated. It is very unſafe to 
dwell withoutſide the city, becauſe the 
wild Arabs frequently infeſt the country 
. e 


— 
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to the very walls of Nejeff. The mauſo- 
leum of Aly, in the middle of the city, is 
a moſt magnificient ſtructure, and the 
ſhrine is inlaid with precious ſtones. 


Whilſt we were here, Nadir Shah ſent 


| his Zirgir Baſhy, or chief | goldſmith, 


to cover the domes of the mauſoleums 
of Huſſein, at Kerbela, and this of Aly, 
with copper ſpread with gold, like that 


of Imam Mouſa Reza at Meſhed. In the 


city of Dehly, the dome of the moſque: 
of Mozuffer, Khan Roſheneddowlah is 


gilt, but in a more ſuperficial manner 


than theſe; ; for I had frequent opportu- 
nities of obſerving the work, and faw 


that the plates of gold were of a conſide- 


rable degree of thickneſs. Great ſums 
of money have been expended i in digging 
a canal from Nejeff to the Euphrates; 
and they had actually cut to the diſtance 
of three farſangs from Nejeff, when the 


death of Nadir Shah put an end to the 
| « pp undertaking. 
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undertaking. The length of the canal 


from the city to the Euphrates would 


have been thirty-five farſangs, and it was 


intended that thoſe parts of the banks 


which were rocky, ſhould have been 


ſtrengthened with ſtone and mortar ; and 


where the ſoil was ſandy, with copper 
and lead. The people of this city ſay, 
that the bones of Adam and Noah are 
intered by the fide of the tomb of Aly, 
but there is no veſtage of ſuch monu- 


- ments. When Cufah was the capital 


of the Khalifat, Nejeff was one of its 


dependencies, The grandeur of ancient 
Cufah i is celebrated by hiſtorians ; but 
as a puniſhment for the wickedneſs of 


its inhabitants, there is not at preſent 


5 the ſmalleſt remains of magnificence, | 


excepting the moſque wherein Aly re- 


Y ceived the wound of. which he died. 
From this moſque to his tomb is the 0 
diſtance of a farſang. Over the altar of 
eee ee BY 
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the moſque is written in broad characters, 
in the Arabick language, This is the 
place where Aly, the ſon of Abu- 
« taleb, was murdered ; may the peace 
of God be upon him.” They pretend 


that this moſque was founded by the pa- 


triarch Noah; but it appears to me to 


have been originally an idolatrous temple. 
The weſt wall, which the Mohammedans 
had covered with mortar, has, through _ 
length of time, and by being expoſed to 


the inclemency of the weather, become | 


bare in ſeveral places, where you may 
| plainly diſcover figures cut in ſtone, and 
by cloſe examination others may be traced 


under the plaiſter. T his is the only wall of 


the old building remaining, the others 

being of modern conſtruction. Beſides 
the wickedneſs of the inhabitants of Cu- 
fah, which was one cauſe of the decay 
of their city, the Khalif Manſoor having 
built Baghdad, made it his capital, and 


Cufah 
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Cufah and Madain were deſerted ; and to 


this day Baghdad i is the largeſt city in the 
Arabian Irak. 


From Baghdad to Medina is 180 fi 
7 4 through the deſert, which Zobiedeh, 


he wife of Harun al Raſhid, made paſs- 


able, by ordering a wall to be built all the 


5 way, and wells to be dug at proper diſ- 1 85 
tances. To Mecca by the fame route is 
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, 7 he Route of the Caravan fon * 


to Mecca. 7 


The . road from Baghdad to 


. Mecca is acroſs the deſert, by the wall 
of Zobiedeh. The intention in building 


this wall was not merely that blind peo- 


; ple might be able thereby to find their 
way to Mecca, but it was alſo neceſſary 
to mark the road for the Caravan ; for 


_ the ſands ſhift fo frequently, that no path 


can be traced thereon. However, on 


account of the wars in which the wild 
Arabs are at preſent engaged amongſt 
themſelves, as well as their diſagreement 


with Ahmed Paſha, he adviſed us not to 


think of going that road, as it would be 


extremely 
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extremely dangerous. We followed his 
advice, and determined to take the route 


by of Aleppo and Damaſcus. 

Previous to giving an account of our 
journey, I ſhall inſert a liſt of the ſtages 
from Baghdad to Mecca, reckoning by 
hours, as is the cuſtom throughout the 


5 Turkiſh empire. The hour and farſang 
will be found to be the ſame thing, be- 


_ cauſe in theſe calculations an aſtrono- 
mical hour, is the diſtance that a good 


camel when loaded will travel in that 
| ſpace of time, which will be found to be 
L A farſang, or 2x coſe of Hindoſtan. Many 
Turks carry Europe watches in their 


: pockets, and thereby eaſily calculate the 
ſtages of their Journey. : 


It is neceſſary to obſerve, that the 


© ſtages againſt which I have written the 


word deſolated, although | uninhabited, 
have ſprings of water. At theſe places 


the travellers ſtrike a light with a flint 
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and ſteel, and kindle fire to dreſs their 
victuals. Where I have remarked, that 


there is no water, thoſe places are not 


only uninhabited, but the Caravan is 
obliged to carry water thither. The 
places oppoſite to which I have ſet no 


remark, are well inhabited. This lift of 
roads I obtained, with much difficulty, 


from an experienced Meer Haaj, and ſe- 
veral old camel drivers; and having a 

Europe watch in my pocket, 1 compared 
the ſtages with it, and found the account 
| perfectly correct. 


ours. 


From Baghdad to Nekzeh, 5 


To Ribath Meſſiah, 6 
To Kerabetn. "4 
To the river Mareen, 4. 
To Kebeeree 7 
To the bridge of Banoo, 7 
T6 Thawaa, OW” 
To the Kerkook, 7 
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— 


| Hours. 
To Altan Kobera, 7 
To Belad Hyder, 7 
To Abbt, 6 
: To Kerakoſh, — * 
To Mouſſel, — 1 
To Khaneh Khrab, 4 deſolated. 
"To Koſel Kobera 3 6 do. 
To Dumeeleh, 9 do. 
To Jerakheh, - _ 7 do. 
To the town of Neſſi- 
VV 
| To Keraweh, > a 
To Fej Hiſſar, 6 
To Hillalee, 7 do. 
T O Chah Abbaſs, = 9 do. 
To Aterbee, - 7 do. 
To Jerechan, =: 5 
To the city of Orfeh 5 
To Char Muſsluck, 8 
To the town of Bir- 
jeck, „ . 
XK 3 | To 
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E Ours. 


To Ahel-heſskee 10 


To Bab ul Abiyeh, 8 


To Khan Tooman, 


To Muck Sera, 5 
To Khan Sheikhan, 
JO the town of Hum- 


To the city of Heleb, 


(Aleppo) = 


To Morakib, -—- 


WY SS © w 9 


mee, A — a 7 


: To the town of Hemſe, 


Emeſſa); 10 


d 


To Muſk = 1 — 12 
| To Katcefch, 33 8 


To Demeſk ( Darnaf- 


cus) Vn 


EQ Zenoon, common 


ly called Khan Tur- 
kan, — 5 


To Vullee. — 1 
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To Muſſeeree, 8 
To Mefruck, - 10 no water. 
- To Ain Zerkeh, 5 
To Belaih 2 = do 
To the Caſtle of Ki- 
VP 
To Ain ul Huſſee, 13 
To Aſereh, „ 14 
To the Caſtle of Maan, 6 
To Tehr ul Akebeh, 18 
To the Caſtle of Huck- 
n 
. To the caſtle of Zat ul 
Huj, . 8 0 
To Kaa ul Saar, 1 
To the Caſtle of Be- 
c .-5-.:6 


To Tehr ul Aar, - 18 no water. 


To Hyder Kelaſee, 6 5 
To Birkeh Moazem, 18 
To Dar ul Humra, 18 do. 
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To the Caſtle of Ala, 19 


4 
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Hours. 


To the Beer ul Ghenem, 
(“Well of the Sheep) 5 
To the Beer 5 

(che New Well), - 1 


To the Caſtle of =" 


ſeeyeh, 3 18 
To Mujliſſeen, „ 1. 
To Beer ul Nisf, - 8 


: To the city of | Medi- 


na, = — 10 | 


To the Moſque of he- 


jereh, 5 8 


T o Kouboor us Shoada, 


(the tombs of the 
Martyrs), „ 1: 


To Hudeed,.- =: 29 


To Bedre Hunain, 14 


To Mutta ul Mie- 


To Rabia, * > 0. 


Hindoſtanee coſes, reckoning the farſang 
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Pens Hours. 
To Kedeedeh, - 14 
To Wadee Asfan, - 12 
To Wadee Fatimeh, 12 
"£0 Mecca,” ͤ 8: 
80 that from Baghdad to Mecca, are 
718 hours or farſangs, equal to 1798 


to be 2 coſes. 
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Some particulars of the Author s Fourney 


from Baghdad to Aleppo and Das 


 maſcus. 


F ROM Baghdad we paſſed through - 


the village of Nekjeh to the city of Ser- 


men Rai, commonly called Samerah. 
Here we. viſited the ſhrines of Imam Aly 


; Nuckee, and Imam Haſſan Aſkeree: 
Who are both buried in their own houſes, 

vrhich are moſt magnificient buildings. . 
The Kadems and all the attendants at 
theſe two ſhrines are very rapacious, and 
extort offerings from the pilgrims. The 
place where the Schiites believe that 
Imam Mahdee lies concealed, is in the 

corner of a vault at Samerah. After ; 
travelling the intermediate ſtages men- 


tioned 
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tioned in the route, WE arrived at the city 
of Kerkook, which | in ancient books is 


| mentioned as part of Chaldea. Here we 


ſaw the tombs of the prophets Daniel 
and Ezra; both under one dome. 5 
Mouſſul is a large city, ſituated on the 


Tigris, and where 1 is ſhewn the tomb of 
the prophet Gerjees (Saint George). : | 


N Withoutſide the city, is the monument 


of the prophet Jonas: both are large 
and magnificient buildings. After much _ 
5 enquiry, learnt that theſe monuments 5 
| were erected by order of Timour, when 
- he conquered this country. Between 
Kerkook and Mouſſul are very high 
mountains, which you leave on the left 


hand. The inhabitants of theſe moun- 


tains believe in two Gods, one the 
: beſtower of good, and the other the i in- 5 
flictor of evil. If any one ſhould repeat 
from the Khoran, I take refuge with 
700 God, from Satan the accurſed, ” they 
would 
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would ſtone him to death. The e 


of Abzird, mentioned in the route, is 


inhabited by this deteſtable race. They 


do not allow circumciſion, and expoſe 
their nakedneſs. The river which runs 
by this village, is very difficult to ford 
without theſe guides ; and they make 
the caravans pay very handſomely for 
aſſiſting them i in crofling over the camels. 
They are great robbers, as we had heard 


before we arrived at: Mouſſul; and 


whilſt we were there, we ſaw many | 
| inſtances of their depredations upon the 
Poor inhabitants of that neighbourhood. 
On account of the recommendation 
Which we brought from Ahmed Paſha, 
and the dread of Nadir Shah, whoſe pro- 
tection we were known to be under, 
we were well entertained by the go- 
vernors of all the places through which 
we paſſed, and met with no moleſtation 
upon the road ; but many of the poor 


people | 
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people belonging to the caravan were 


pillaged. We remained fix days at 
Mouſſul, and then purſued our Journey 
with the caravan. 
Orſeh is a populous city, and has a 
well-cultivated terr itory dependent upon 


it. In the neighbourhood of the city 
they ſhow you the place where Abraham, 
by the command of Nimrod, was thrown 
into the fiery furnace, at the foot of the 
mountain were the machine from which 


he was flung was conſtructed, and of 
which they pretend to point out ſome 


veſtige to this day. Over the ſpring 
which is ſaid to have iſſued from the 
midſt of the fire, a moſque is erected, : 
: with a large reſervoir on the outſide into 


which the water runs; and in it are great 


wo numbers of fiſh, which will eat out of 
your hand, but no one 18 allowed to catch = 


them. Adjoining to this moſque is the 


moſt beautiful garden I have ever ſeen 


In 
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in any part of the world. The city of 
Nimrod, lay on the farther ſide of the 
mountain; but'as a puniſhment for the 


| | : wickedneſs of its inhabitants, it was deſo- 


lated, and the road was changed to this 


| fide. 

| 

| Between Mouſſul and Orfeh oppoſite 
800 Fej, mentioned in the route, is the 


caſtle of Mardeen, ſo celebrated in 
hiſtory. The governor having invited 

the Hakeem Baſhy to an entertainment, 

I accompanied him: and we enjoyed a 
moſt delightful proſpect : from the top of 
the mountain. Timour was obliged to 
abandon the ſiege of this place, and 
with good reaſon, fora ſingle man placed 

at the ſummit, by rolling down pieces 
of the rock, might defend the place 

againſt ten thouſand aſſailants; fo that 1 it 
is abſolutely impregnable. 
Berjeek is a town pleaſantly ſituated 


on the Euphrates, and well inhabited. 
Shah 
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Shah Iſmail dende his conqueſts to 
this place. Nadir Shah carried his 
arms as far as Diarbekr, which is op- 


poſite to Chah Abbaſs, mentioned in the 


route; and Timour conquered the whole 


Turkiſh empire. But Timour, and 
Shah Iſmail, commanded armies, by 


whom they were beloved; whilſt Nadir 
Shah is hated by his ſoldiers, of which 


I have already given ſome inſtances; 


o that his ſucceſſes are the more 


5 aſtoniſhing. 
On the firſt of Shawal we arrived at 


: Alep pos. The river at Aleppo is very 


beautiful, the bazars ＋ are extenſive, 


and the ſhops well diſpoſed; no filth is 
ſuffered to lie in any of the ſtreets or 
lanes. The people are handſome and 


x well dreſſed, ſo that there appears an un- 


C common degree of elegance amongſt « 
every claſs of TO The ſhrine of the 
prophet 


* + Heleb. + A marked." 
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' prophet Yahia (John the Baptiſt) is near 
the great moſque in the city of Aleppo. 


The looking glaſſes which in Hindoſtan 
are called after this city, are not the ma- 
nufacture of this place, but are brought 


2 hither from Europe, the fame as it is 
with the Myrabolans of Cabul, which 
recals to my mind the following ſtory. 


When I was at Bokhara with Mirza 


Ibrahim Isfahany, whom Nadir Shah 
appointed to entertain Abulfiez Khan 


the King of Turan, I had frequent op- 


portunities of converſing with that mo- | 
narch, who was very inquiſitive about 
the geography of Hindoſtan, and its 
natural productions; and once, when 1 
was ſpeaking of the fruits of Hindoſtan, 


I obſerved that although the plumbs 


of Bokhara were univerſally famous, 1 
had not yet been able to procure any 
there, that were equal to thoſe I had 
taſted i in Khoraſan, He ſaid, This is 


like 


KHOJEH ABDULKURREEM. 145 


&« like your famed Myrabolans of Cabul, 


«© where there is not a tree of that kind: 
Y 


06: - 


4e fruit.” The people of Aleppo, be- 


ſides the engaging ſplendor of their ap- 


ö pearance, are remarkably affable, and 


courteous. The following proverb is 


in uſe throughout the eaſt. The peo- 


ple of Aleppo are ſplendid; thoſe of 


Syria are ſordid; the Egyptians are 


thieves; and the Hindoſtanees are the 


favourites of God.“ The environs of 


Aleppo contain nothing extraordinary. 
The pilgrims aſſemble from all quarters 5 
at Aleppo, and go in large bodies to 


Mecca with the Kafelah or caravan. 
Hummee, and Hemſe“, are both po- 


5 pulous towns, and the inhabitants are ſo 
remarkably beautiful that the following 


5 ſtory is told of their origin. When 


6 Nimrod 


| | * Emeſſa, | 


in Bokhara, indeed, there are plumb 
© trees, but not one that bears good 


= 7 We, © A gtnr 
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Nimrod had formed the deſign of lent 
ing a garden, that ſhould vie with the 


heavenly paradiſe, he ordered the moſt 
beautiful perſons to be collected together 
; from all parts, to repreſent the celeſtial 
Hours and GilmansÞ: ; ; but dying be- 
fore he couldcarry his plan into execution, 
theſe beauties of both ſexes ſettled in theſe 
two towns; God knows the truth! Hume 
mee is ſituated on the declivity of a moun- 
tain, to which the water is carried up from 
the river by an engine, ſaid to have been 


invented by ſome great philoſopher. 


From the time we left Hemſe till we 


| reached Demeſhk (Damaſcus), it eee 
frequently, and the air was very cold. 


The ancient name of this city is Demeſhk, | 


as well as all the territory of Syria, but 


now the country is more commonly called 

3 was 
Hour, a nymph of Paradiſe, 
+ Gilman, a youth of Paradiſe, 
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Shan, and the city Sham Shereef*: The 
reaſon ſeems to be, that a new city called 
| Sham was built near Demeſhk, whoſe 
name in the courſe of time, has ſu perſeded 
the other, The moſque of Beni Ommiah 


is in the city of Demeſhk, and is a very . 


ſtupendous fabrick. The monument of 


the prophet Zekaria is ſituated near it. | 
The bazars of Damaſcus are more exten- 


five, but neither arranged with ſuch fill, 
nor are the ſhops ſo well furniſhed: as thoſe 


of Aleppo. Every houſe has a water 
6 courſe. The city is ornamented with de- 
lightful gardens, the trees of which bear 


an uncommon load of fruit. The olive 


tree flouriſhes i in all the adjacent country. 


5 Jeruſalem i is only ten days journey from 


| Damaſcus, but the near approach of the 
departure of the caravan for Mecca, would 


not permit me to make an excurſion to 


that place. 
* Sham, the idee 
1 Bier ul Mokeddes, or the holy houſe. = 


DS From 
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From Baghdad to Damaſcus, we tra- 

velled north, and from thence to Mecca 
our courſe was ſouth, paſſing over the 
deſert where Zobiedeh built the wall 
already mentioned. The people of Bagh- 
dad pray with their faces towards the 
weſt, and in Damaſcus the ſouth is their 
Keblah. e 
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5 Continuation of the Author's Journey ' 


through the Defert fo Medina. 


IN the month of Shawal the pilgrims 


aſſemble 3 in the city of Damaſcus, and 
the Paſha of Damaſcus is always ap- 


pointed by the edict of the Emperor of 
Turkey, Meer Haaj or conductor of the 


caravan of Mecca. Without a conſide- 


15 rable eſcort ut - would be impoſſible to 
5 paſs the deſert; and even when the cara- 
van is ſtrongly guarded, and the pilgrims 
= are very numerous, the wild Arabs hang 
in ſuch a manner upon their march, that 


if any ſtraggle from the caravan, they 
are ſure to be plundered. Another ad- 
vantage from the appointment of the 


Meer Haaj is, that by obliging every 
"OS. N 
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one to pay implicit obedience to the re- 
gulations for marching and halting, the 
confuſion is prevented, which would 


_ otherwiſe - be unavoidable amongſt fo 
large a body without a head. The fol- 
lowing are ſome of the regulations for 
the caravan. Every one has his ſtation 
aſſigned him in the line of march, which 


he muſt preſerve during the whole jour- 
ney. The people of Iran, and their 


camels, always form the rear. When the 
caravan halts, a particular ſpot is aſſigned 
for every ſtring of camels, and where the 
maſter of them is allowed to pitch his 

tent. No one is ſuffered to infringe any 


of theſe regulations. When the ſtages 


are very long the caravan travels day and 


night; ſtopping an hour at each of the | 


five ſtated times of prayer, when the ca- 
mels are allowed to lie down with their 
burthens upon their backs; and at mid- , 
night they! halt in like manner another 


hour. 
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hour. In order that thoſe in the rear 
may know at night when the caravan is 
going to halt, the Meer Haaj lets off a 
rocket. This nightly halt is called 
Awafee. The troops of the Meer Haaj 
guard the caravan on all fides ; and the 

_ reaſon why he acts with ſuch vigilance 
is, that if he conducts the caravan in 
ſafety, to and from Mecca for ſeven 
years ſucceſſively, the Emperor promotes 
him to the office of Grand Vizier* : and 
therefore particular care 1s obſerved in 
appointing to the government of Sham, 

<6 -"Y perſon duly qualified to fill the Viza- | 
rut, the higheſt Ore: in the T urkiſh 
empire. 
When the caravan arrives at Muſſeeret, | 


tte third ſtage from Damaſcus, they pur= _ 
| chaſe neceſſaries for paſling the deſert, 


which the wild Arabs bring to that place 
— * ſale; after having bought what they 
„ Want ; 
| * Vizier Azem, 
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want, they purſue their march. The 
ſtages of this journeyare longer than what 
are travelled in any other country, in- 
ſomuch that the camels of Syria, which 
are larger and more powerful than thoſe 


of any other place, are fatigued almoſt 
to death. At the ſame time, the zeal of 


thoſe pilgrims who go all the way on foot, 


keeps up their ſpirits, and they perform 
the journey with ſurpriſing caſe and 


alacrity. 


We travelled; as mentioned in the route, 


till we came to the paſs in the mountains 
where the tribe of Thimud hamſtringed 
the camel of the prophet Salah. Here 
the caravan diſcharge fire arms, beat their 
drums, and ſhouting and clapping their 
hands make a moſt aſtoniſhing noiſe ; and 


the camel-drivers pretend Ab if they did 
not do this, their beaſts would expire from 


hearing the lamentations of Salah's camel. 
In the neighbourhood of this city are ſeen 


the. 
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the ruins of a great city, faid to have been 


turned upſide down, at the command of 


God, in puniſhment of the diſobedience 
of this tribe to the word of his prophet. 


And here are alſo faid to be the caves 
which they made in the mountains, to 


ſhelter themſelves from the divine ven- 
; geance. 


The caſtle of Ala is GStuated in theſe 


mountains. In its vicinity is the caſtle 
of Khyber, which was. conquered by 
Aly. Here are ſtill many Jews and 
Chriſtians, who believe that nothing can 
be more pleaſing to God than the death 
of the pilgrims of Mecca, and for the at- 
tainment of any particular object, they 


make vows to murder them. Notwith- 
ſtanding the Meer Haaj took every pre- 
caution in his power to protect the cara- 


van, theſe aſſaſſins of Khyber robbed 
three of our pilgrims, and ſhot them with 

15 E The Meer Haaj wanted to aſ- 
ſault 
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fault the place, and revenge the death of 
our unfortunate companions ; but was 
diſſuaded from the enterpriſe, by the in- 
terpoſition of the principal people of the 
caravan, who repreſented to him, that in 
caſe of delay, the ſeaſon for the perform- 
ance of the pilgrimage would elapſe be- 
fore we could reach Mecca. 1 
The journey acroſs the deſert is exceed- 
ingly fatiguing, on account of the great 
length of the ſtages; and the travelling 


charges run very high: yet this part of 


the way is not without its delights, for 

the number of links which are along 
with the caravan, every camel having | 
one, form a beautiful illumination ; and 
the ſongs of the camel- drivers, called 

Hooddee, enliven the pilgrims and en- 
chant the camels. After all, the fatigue 
would be ſupportable, were it not for the 
continual dread of the wild Arabs. If I 
was to relate all the ſtories that J have 

7 heard 
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heard of theſe fellows, I ſhould ſwell my 
narrative to a large volume, and thoſe 
who have never had an opportunity of 
ſeeing their tricks, would ſuppoſe me to 
be deceiving them with fictious tales. I 
| ſhall therefore content myſelf with men- 
tioning only two or three of their feats, 
that are moſt commonly practiſed. During 
the night, when from the fatigues of the 
day the greateſt part of the caravan are 
aſleep upon their camels, half a dozen 
wild Arabs will get on each ſide of a beaſt 
_ that is richly laden. It is neceſlary to 
obſerve, that in loading the camels, all 
the merchandize i 18 packed on one ſide, 
and the proviſions for the journey on the 
other. Whilſt ſome of theſe thieves are 
ripping open the bottom of the merchan- 
dize pack and taking out the goods, 
others ſupport the oppoſite fide with the 
proviſions, to prevent its ſlipping off, and 8 
Waking te rider, who v ould alarm the 


caravan; * 


2 8 
— — COR 
— — 
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caravan; but the inſtant they have taken 


out all the goods, they run off, when the 
camel, frightened at the ſudden fall of his 


rider, and the remainder of the load, runs 


about in a rage, pulling the ſtring to get 
loſe fromhis companions; and frequently 


in the ſcuffle the poor man 1s trodden to 
death*. The ſwiftneſs of theſe Arabs is 


aſtoniſhing, of which I ſhall give two in- 


ſtances. In the plain of Arafat, at noon, 
HFajee Mohammed Cazviny had pulled 
off his cloaths to bathe, and whilſt he was 
deſiring Aka Aly to take charge of his 
Kezlebaſh girdle, in which were 300 gold 
| mohurs, an Arab ſnatched it out of his 
hand, and although the rogue was inſtant- 
1y purſued by horſemen, he made his eſ- 
_ cape. Another day Mehdy Beg Shira- 
Zy, was performing his ablutions, when 


an 


A ſtring conſiſts of three camels, on the firlt is the 
ſhooterban or driver; the ſecond carries the merchant; 

and on the third is this ſervant with merchandize and 
proviſions. 
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an Arab came behind him, and ſeizing 
the ewer flew away with it like an arrow. 
In the deſert of Khyber, Mirza Mo- 
hammed Yacoub died of a conſumption ; ; 
and we buried him in the ſand, 5 
From Ala we proceed as mentioned 
8 in the route, till we reached Medina; 
where we paid our devotions at the 
ſhrine of the holy prophet, and other 

ſacred tombs in that neighbourhood. 
When we had performed all the uſual 
ceremonies at Medina, the caravan pro- 
ceeded; 3 and on the 6th of Zulhejeh we 
arrived at Mecca. 
When I had completed my pilgrimage, 
1 viſited the moſt remarkable places in 
and about Mecca. At preſent the pave- 
ment round the moſque, as well as the 
place where the prophet was born, and 
. the Mejed 1 ul Gin#, are + conſiderably be- 
low 


Tue moſque of the Genii, built on the ſpot where 
8 It is s pretended ey appeared to Mohammed. | 
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low the level of the city : probably this 


is the original level, and the city may have 


been raiſed by the accumulation of rub- 


biſh from delapidated buildings: I have 


made this obſervation in ſeveral other 
places of antiquity. The women of Mec- 
ca wear green apples about their necks, 


and think them very ornamental. Ma- 
: ſoud, the preſent. Shereef or governor 
of Mecca, is a man highly reſpected and 
beloved by all ranks of people; and the 


pilgrims in particular, have every reaſon 


to be ſatisfied with his conduct. 
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LE 


The Anther embarks on board a ſhip at 


Jeddeb Bound to Hoogly, | in Ben- 
Oo 


ON the firſt of Rebby ul Awwel, 5 
A. H. 11 55 (or the 24th of April 1742), 
after ſtaying three months at Mecca, I 
; departed | from that place to the port of 
Jeddeh, which is two days journey. 5 
MER ſhort diſtance from the town of 
Jeddeh, is the place where Evex is ſaid 


to be interred. The grave, which reſem- 


. bles a flower-bed, meaſures 197 of wy 


paces. On the middle of the grave, a 
ſmall dome is erected, and the ends ars 
5 encloſed with wooden pales. The go- 
yernor of Jeddeh | is appointed by the 
5 1 Emperor 


5 „ Hewwa. 
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Emperor of Conſtantinople ; who alſo 
nominates the Shereefs of Mecca, but 
he is always a deſcendant of the ancient 
Shereefs, who have been for the moſt 


part of the tribe of Beni Haſſan. If a 


man quarrels with another, and calls 


him a baſtard, he is cited before the 
Shereef and puniſhed ; becauſe many of 
the principal perſons of Mecca are born 
of concubines. The Europeans have a 
factory at Jeddeh but the Shereef will 
not permit any one of them to go to 
Mecca. 


After remaining a month at Jeddeh, 


I embarked on board a hip commanded 


by an European captain, that was bound 
to Bengal. 


We ftaid fifteen days at the port 5 
Mokha, to take in water and provi- 


ſions, as well as to traffick, Mokha is 
5 dependant upon Yemen, the Prince 
of which territory is called the Imam 


of. 
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of Yemen, and Sanaa is his capital. 
The people of Yemen are chiefly of the 
ſect of Zyed®, Here are the tombs of 
Sheikh Oſman Shadely, and Sheikh 
Abul Haſſan Shadely. The author of 
the N efebat ul Uns aſſerts, that all the 
wells in this country were brackiſh 
before theſe holy men were interred 
there, ſince when the water is perfectly 

ſweet. It was now the month of June, 

when grapes, mangoes, and peaches, are 
common in the markets. Some of the 5 
houſes are three, and others four ſtories 
high; and the houſe of the governor, 


. whom they ſtile Dowlah, conſiſts of fix 


| tories, N 
When the captain had DIY} his 
| buſineſs at Mokha, we embarked and 
ſet fail ; 1 and paſſing the iſland of Seco- 
| torah, famous for its aloes, came into the 
main ocean. It is faid to be unfatho- 


MO wably 
: * Zydeath. 
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mable, and which is the reaſon that no 
fiſh are to be found there. After twenty 
days failing, when we had croſſed the 
| ocean, we ſaw a ſnake, at which the 
captain and his officers thanked God, it 
being a ſign of our near approach to 
land. Three days after this we 
diſcovered on our left ſide, Ceylon, 
famous for cinnamon. This is a very 
large iſland, and its mountains abound 


with ſprings of freſh water. It is now 


in the poſſeſſion of the Europeans. 


Me faw Ceylon four days, and on the 
fifth it diſappeared. 


= our days after loſing fight of Ceylon, 
we arrived at Pondicheryæ, a French ſet- 


tlement on the coaſt, near Arcot. They 7 


obtained the Emperor' 8 permiſſion to 
erect a factory and warehouſes, merely 


to carry on trade, inſtead of which they 


have built a large city: on the ſea-ſhore. 


be We 
* Pilcherry, 
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We remained here twenty days to refreſh 
our crew and carry on ſome trade. We 


then ſet fail for Kheenaputten, (or Ma- 


dras) in its neighbourhood, and where 


ſhips touch, on account of its being a 


very flouriſhing place. Through the 


negligence of the officers of the ſhip, 


and the night being dark, we got about 


four coſe beyond it before morning, and 


the wind proving unfavourable, the ſhip, 


which with a fair wind will ſail one 


hundred and fifty coſe in twenty-four | 


| hours, was above eight days in gaining 
the port, which we had miſled by fo 


inconſiderable a diſtance. On the ninth 


day after leaving Pondicherry, the wind 


coming fair, we arrived at Madras i in an 


inſtant. The Engliſh have long poſ- 


ſeſſed this ſettlement on the coaſt of 
Arcot. Here they live entirely after 


their own manners and cuſtoms. The 


women of all ranks appear in public, 


'S 


. M 4 and 
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and go about where-ever they pleaſe, 
the ſame as the men. After finiſhing 
our buſineſs at Madras, we weighed 
anchor and ſet fail for Hooghly. 
God having hitherto granted us fair 
weather, I was not aware of the danger 
of a ſea voyage. But when we approach- 
ed Balaſore, which is at all times con- 
fidered as a perilous navigation, we had 
ſuch a violent ſtorm, that it called to 
my remembrance the old ſaying, That 
% no wiſe man will make two voyages 5 
d ſea; for in the firſt, he will ex- 
5 perience ſufficient danger to deter him 
from e himſelf to a ſecond ad- 
* « venture.“ From the violence of the 
ſtorm, the waves daſhed againſt the 
ſhip with ſuch force, that ſhe ſprang a 
leak, and the captain and his officers 
had reſolved to abandon their property, 
and eſcape in the boat at night, without 
informing the crew of their intention, 
. e Ie 
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But the Almighty, for the fake of the 
few righteous perſons who were on board, 
ſpared the lives of the reſt. The ſtorm 
; : ceaſed, and the wind proved favorable, 
as it is promiſed in the divine book, 
Nee After difficulty cometh eaſe: and 
«© whoſoever placeth his confidence on 
C the Lord, he will deliver him from - 
« out of his diſtreſs.” | 
After eſcaping the perils above de- 
ſcribed, we arrived at a channel, where 
if the ſhip's courſe inclines too much to 
5 the left, ſhe will ſtrike upon a hard ſand, 
and moſt probably periſh. The officers 
| are particularly careful when they come 
to this part of the river; and on account 
of the many loſſes that have here been 
ſuſtained by European and native mer- 
chants, marks are placed on the water, 
10 direct the veſſel what courſe to follow, 
by pointing out the places to be avoided: 
the mark f 1s a wooden float, reſembling 
: M 3 a wine 
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a wine veſſel, which the Europeans call 
a pipe. Upon enquiry I was informed, 
that it is faſtened by a rope to an anchor 
ſunk in the bottom of the river, and the 
rope being covered with tar, the ſame 
preparation that is ſpread over the bot- 
tom of ſhips, is not eaſily injured by the 
water. From Balaſore to Hooghly you 
ſee about twenty of theſe floats. Pro- 
videntjally we had now a fair wind; 
and through God's mercy, arrived ſafe 
at the port of Hooghly in Bengal. 
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AS ummary Acco unt of Occurrences in 8 


Bengal, and di iferent Parts 9: Hin- 
49 Nan. 


FROM the weak ſtate of the govern- 
ment of Mohammed Shah, and the 
factions that prevailed amon oft the nobi- 
lity, the Mahrattas of the Dekhan 
had invaded Bengal; and the port of 
| Hooghly being in their poſſeſſion, I was 
obliged to land at Fraſdangeh*. The 
town of Calcutta, built by the Engliſh, 
and ſituated on the other, or eaſtern, ſide | 
of the river, is more extenſive and con- 
ſiderable than F raſdangeh. There are 


various nations of Europeans, viz. 


M4 French, 


0 The French Settlement of ChundEnnagur vul- 
5 parly called Chandernagere: 
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French, Engliſh, Dutch, Portugueſe, 
Germans, &c. Their gardens are laid 
out in the European taſte; the trees are 
cut into different forms with ſheers, and 
and produce a very pleaſing effect. 
Living ſeparate from each other in their 
different ſettlements, they preſerve their 
reſpective cuſtoms and manners, without 
any deviation from what they practiſe in 
their native countries. They have 
different churches, where they hold con- 
gregations. There are amongſt them 
handicraftſmen of every denomination; 
and the natives have acquired many of 
their mechanical arts. The European 
ſoldiers, as well as their artiſts, are ſupe- = 
rior to thoſe of any other country, of 
which the Mahrattas are ſo ſenſible, 
that although Fraſdengeh and Calcutta 
abound with all kinds of Europe mer- 
chandize, and the diſtance between F raſ= 
g Wen and Hooghly, is not above two 
coſe ; 
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coſe* ; and the former has not any for- 
tifications, whilſt the number of Europe- 


an inhabitants is but inconſiderable, and 
the Mahrattahs ſwarm like ants or lo- 


cuſts, they have never made any attempt 


upon that quarter, from the dread that 


the Europeans would unite their forces 
for mutual defence. £6 Unanimity inſures 


6c proſperity 3 and deſtruttion zs tbe co 
er ſequence of diſcord. The Europeans 


excel in the uſe of cannon and muſkcets, 


5 but are not ſkilful with the ſword. 
The Mahrattas were firſt invite d to 


in vade Bengal, by the conteſt between 
Alyvirdy Khan and Sirafraz Khan, the 
ſon of Shuja Khan, of which the fol. 


lowing are the particulars; the brenn 


of Alyvirdy Khan pretend, that Sirafraz 


Khan, upon the death of his father, at 


the inſtigation of evil counſellors, wan- 


ted to act ireacheron fly by Hajee Ahmed, 
1 | ho 
8 Major Rene eſtimates the Croub, or Coſe, at 


two Britiſh. ſtatute miles. 
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who with his brother Alyvirdy Khan, 
who was Naib Soobahdar* of Banar, 
| upon receiving intelligence of theſe 
deſigns, marched from Azeemabad to- 
Wards Moorſhedabad, to give good ad- 
vice to the ſon of his patron, and deliver 
him from the hands of evil counſellors, 
as well as to relieve his brother from the 
impending danger. Sirafraz Khan con- 
ſidering this conduct of Alyvirdy Khan 
bold and preſumptuous, marched with 
troops from Moorſhedabad to oppoſe 
him. The armies engaged, when Sira- 
fraz Khan happening to be killed by a 
matchlock, diſcharged by one of his own. 
men, his troops were routed with great 
: ſlaughter. But the friends of Sirafraz 
Khan aſſert, that the whole was a 
calumny fabricated by Alyvirdy Khan, 
in order to cover his real motives ; for 
that inſtead of any with to accommodate 
matters with Sirafraz Khan, he had pre- 
viouſſy 


. Pere Viceroy, 4 
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viouſly determined to deprive him of his 
life, and uſurp the government. What- 
ever might have been the motives by 


which Alyvirdy Khan was at firſt actu- 
ated, he now made himſelf maſter of the 


country, and of the immenſe treaſure 


which had been accumulating from the 


time of Jaffer Khan, who was Soo- 
bahdar* of Bengal, and Sirafraz Khan' 8 


5 maternal grand father. When he had 


thus gotten poſſeſſion of all this wealth, 


he freely employed part of it in bribery 
and corruption, and by adopting con- 
ciliating meaſures, with a wiſe and 
= prudent adminiſtration, gained the af- 
fection of people of all ranks and con- 


ditions. Upon the death of Sirafraz 


Khan, many of his relations and depen- 
| dents, apprehenſive for their lives and 
fortunes, fled to Nizam ul Mulk, the 
as or Soobahdar, of the Dekhan, 


where 


#* Viceroy. 
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| where by deſcribing the riches of Ben- 
gal, having excited the avidity of the 
Mahrattas, who delight in plunder, 
they conducted by the road of Oriſſa, 
an army of theſe free- booters, ho 
diſtreſſed the ryotts*, plundered the 
country, and threw the government 
into great confuſion, _ Frequent ſkir- 
miſhes enſued, in which Alyvirdy Khan 
had many men killed, and the Mahrattas 
ſuffered ſome loſs; but from the fortitude 
and good conduct of Alyvirdy Khan, 
it was a drawn game z for on the ap- 
proach of the rains, the Mahrattas 
being apprehenſive of ſuffering from the 
inclemency of the climate, gave up war 
and returned to the Dekhan, carrying 
with them an immenſe booty. : 
Alyvirdy Khan, Mehabut JungÞ, by 
making large preſents to Mohammed 
Shah, and ”— the > Omrahs, 


obtained : 
* "RR a Peaſant. | 
4 Mebabut Jung, or the Terror of War, was his title | 
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obtained a grant of the Soobahdaries of 


Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, in his own 
name. His power in thoſe provinces 
was abſolute, but the Mahrattas having 
taſted the ſweets of the firſt expedition, 


and being now better acquainted with the 
roads, and the nature of the climate of 


| Bengal, invaded and plundered the coun- 


try regularly every years, till after my 


battles and ſkirmiſhes, with various ſuc- 
ceſs, it was mutually agreed, that the 


Scobah of Oriſſa ſhould be ceded to them 5 


in ſatisfaction of the fourth of the collec- 


tions of the three Soobahs, and which 
proportion in their language is called 
Chowth. From that time, they left 
Aly virdy Khan in quiet Fee e of the 


other Soobahs, : 
- Bengal 


. * The Mahrattas always commence their military 


expeditions on the Hindoo feſtival of the Deſhereh EE 
wich falls on the 1oth of the moon of the month of 


Aſſin, correſponding with part of September and 
October. e 
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* * 
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Bengal is an extenſive and fertile 


— — 


country, yielding a very great revenue. 

The air, on account of the exceſſive rains, 
and the vicinity of the ſea, is N 5 

moiſt. 

On the iſt of Makati, A. H. II 56, 

(or 14th of February, 1743,) I ſet out 
from Moorſhedabad, after having reſided 
there ſeven months. Being apprehen- 

five of moleſtation from the Mahrattas, 
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who were then diſperſed about the coun- 
try, I croſſed the Ganges, and proceed- 
ed through Purnea, and Tirhoot, to 
Azeemabad*. From the badneſs of the 
air and water, the inhabitants of Pur- 
nea are ſubject to chronic diſorders but 
they live happily under the government 
of Seif Khan, brother of Ameer Khan. 
Azeemabad is a large and well built 
city: the Ganges, with the confluence of 
ſeveral other ſtreams, runs by it, and 
e after 
2 Or Patna. 
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after paſſing through Bengal, unites with 
the ſea, At this place alſo, the Euro- 
. peans have erected conſiderable buildings, 
and carry on an extenſive trade, This 
part of the country is famous for beetle 
leaf, which is ſent to great diſtances : 


and Patna rice being preferable to that 


of Bengal, is tranſported thither, and ſold 
at a high price. 
The Emperor Mohammed Shah, ha- 
ving been indiſpoſed for ſome time, re- 
peatedly wrote Hakeem Allavee Khan to 
haſten to court : wherefore, during the 
moſt intenſe heat, the ſun being in Ge- 
mini, we left Patna, and travelling by 
5 the way of Benaris, Allahabad, and Fe- 
rukhabad, arrived at Shahjehanabad on 
the 10th of Jemady ul hs A. A. 
1156, (or 21ſt July, 1743.) 
Throughout our journey, hs Sobel 
dars*, and F oujdarsF, of Hindoſtan, 


paid 


| ® Soobabdar or "RY 5 
f The Chief Magiſtrate of a Ditrict. 
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paid the higheſt reſpect to Allavee Khan, 

and entertained him in a manner ſuitable _ 

to his rank and character. 
At this time Ameer Khan, was Soo0- 


| bahdar of Allahabad, whither he had been 
ſent contrary to his own deſire, and the 
Emperor's inclination, to pleaſe Kummer- 
eddeen Khan the Vizier*, and Nizam ul 
Mulk, who made uſe of this method to 
remove him from court, becauſe he was a 


man of ſagacity, and played a deep game. 


Being thoroughly acquainted with the 
Emperor's character and diſpoſition he 


| uſed to ſeck every opportunity of infinua- 
ting into his mind ſuſpicions againſt the 
Vizier, and the Turany Moghuls, in or- 


der to further his own views. But their 


party being all powerful at that time, 
had him ordered away to Allahabad, of 


which place he had been appointed Soo- 
bahdar ſome time before. Ameer Khan, 


however, 
0 Grand Vizier, 6 or Prime Miniſter, | 
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however, did not remain idle, but ſhortly 
after entering into a confederacy with 
Sefder Jung, the Soobahdar of Oudh, 
who with his Irany troops, was able to 
cope with the Vizier's party, prevailed 
upon the Emperor to call him to court, 
 whither himſelf alſo returned; and re- 
gaining his former influence, obtained 
for Sefder Jung the command of the ar- 
tillery i in the room or Saadeddeen Khan. 
But Ameer Khan did not long enjoy the 
fruits of his policy, for on the 2 3d of 


Zelhejeh 1 07-4 «th December 
1746), one of his own ſervants, from an 
old grudge, ſtabbed him in the Dewan 
Aum, or public hall, at the entrance of 

the railing®. His relations accuſed ſe- 
veral perſons of being the abettors of this 
horrid tranſaction; but I do not think 
proper to mention their names, ſince, as 
| N N 
» At ſome diſtance from the throne is a railing, with 
inſide of which none but perſons of rank ars admitted, 
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is obſerved in the Koran. Of a truth 
it is criminal to accuſe any one upon 
mere ſuſpicion.” As he left no ſon, the 
Emperor had given orders for all his pro- 
perty to be confiſcated into the exche- 
quer*; but his troops being fourteen 


months in arrears, would not ſuffer his 
property to be confiſcated, nor even per- 
mit his body to be buried, till they had 


received Tunkhas+ for their demands, 
which was not effected til four days af- 


ter the murder. 
When we arrived at F crokhabad on 


our way to Dehly, the governor Moham- 
med Khan Bungiſh, was exceedingly ill, 


As ſoon as Allavee Khan had felt his 


pulſe, and learnt the ſymptoms of the 
diſorder, he ſent for me to his tent and 
ſaid. 0 We muſt not continue here, for 


this 
Although the Emperor is the abſolute heir of all his 
deceaſed Munſebdars, yet he frequently pn neces his 
right in  favonr of the relations. 
+ An nen. 
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of fix or ſeven days!“ Afterwards when 


we heard that Mohammed Khan died 
within the peried preſcribed by Alla- 


vee Khan, I aſked him whether he was 


able to predict the preciſe time of death, 


merely from his phyſical {kill, or from 
any miraculous gift: he anſwered, that 


it was from long practice in medicine, 


and experience of the ſymptoms of diſ- 


5 orders. 


N 2 


this man will certainly die in the courſ© 


8 == = — _ —— — 3 

R AG © 8 8 — 1 — — 
- : 2 I > —_— — — — 8 - — — . 
—— re — — , * — = - , — — 2-5 = — — _ —— =_ 
— = — — — — — Bs 2 4 - 8 N 8. - — — «,© = 
N 2—— —— .. _—_ pes = += — ——_ OE GD l . 
1 22 4 "San, OI 7 — 2 r A * 8 
ä 2 — 4 as. — Oo . r 7 « — — — —— — — 12 5 a : 


a _- 
| 2 
* 1 M 72 l 
3 Ik ö 

_ Ras 
- 1: 
pre 
WINS 
1 
mo 
wi. 
4 Ws 
4 UF, ; 
. 
4:1 
(| < 
361 
Li 
44 
* 
19 7 


— 
—— — 


180 MEMOIRS OF 


NapDiR SHAH end Ambaſſadors to 
MohAMMED Snan. 


MOHAMMED ALY BEG, and Mo- 


hammed Kurreem, ambaſſadors from 
Nadir Shah, being introduced to the 


Emperor, preſented him a letter from 


their maſter, with an hundred elephants, 
ſome inlaid ſword hilts and other articles, 
which being made after the faſhion of 
Hindoſtan, were uſeleſs and of little 
value in Perſia, They met with a gra- 
cious reception, and were honoured with 
rich dreſſes. Some days after, they told 


the Emperor, that Nadir Shah had com- 


manded them to deliver a verbal meſſage, 


ſetting forth, © that the large armies 
which he had been ge to main- 
2 tain, 
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&© tain, to enable him to carry on his 
e wars in Turan, Daghiſtan, and 
Turkey, had exhauſted his treaſures, 


« at the ſame time that he had remitted 
three years tribute throughout his 


8 dominions: : that therefore it would be 


* 


brotherly in Mohammed Shah, to 
« aſſiſt him with fifty or ſixty lacks of 
255 rupees.” However, as no mention 
was made of money in the letter, Mo- 
hammed Shah gave the following direct 
anſwer to their application on that 
ſcore. My brother, the king of kings, 
* when we parted, told me never to pay 
any attention to verbal meſſages, but 
* only to give credit to what ſhould be 
written in his letter. On account of 
the weak ſtate of the empire, the Ze- 
* mindars * fail in their remittances 
of the revenues, ſo that the expendi- 
* tures exceed the receipts : moreover 
e N 3 . the 
Landholders. 
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< the letter is totally ſilent on this ſub- 
ject, and a verbal anſwer is ſurely 
« ſufficient for a verbal meſſage.” 7:0 
China diſhes, lignum aloes, ſandle wood, 
and other articles required in the letter, 
were carefully ſent. However, notwith- 
8 ſtanding the valour diſplayed in the Em- 
peror's words, himſelf and every one 
about him, were dreadfully apprehenſive 
for the conſequences, till they heard of 
the death of Nadir Shah. 
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| MonAMMED ING undertakes an Ex- 


 pedition axainf Aly Mohammed Khan 
_ the — 


IN the month af Sefer -T, A. H. 11 58. 


. (or A. D. 1745), the Emperor, at the 
- inſtigation of Sefder Jung, undertook an 


expedition againſt Aly Mohammed Khan „ 


„ who had made himſelf independent in 


: Ownlah, Bungurh, and other places. | 
He had been originally a private ſoldier, 
and raiſed himſelf by degrees into con- 
ſideration, by his valour and ſuperior 
abilities, He rendered many important 
„ N 4 „„ vices 


* The Rokillahs are the Afghans of the diſtri of 
; Roh, bordering on Cabul. 


+ This Arabian month correſponded that year with 


= part of F ee and March. 
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ſervices to the empire, but at laſt having 
ſeduced the Rajah of the mountains of 
 Khamawen, and the adjacent countries, 
he entertained more ambitious views, and 
at laſt made himſelf independent of all 
: authority. Sefder Jung, the Soobahdar of 
Oudh, was alarmed at his progreſs, and 
conſidered him as a thorn i in his fide : he 
therefore carried on the war with vigour, 
and Aly Mohammed was on the brink of 
deſtruction. But Kummereddeen Khan, 
the Vizier, who was negotiating a mar- 
riage between his own ſon, and a daugh- 
ter of the Rohillah Chief, being anxious 
to fave bim from ruin, aſſured the Empe- 
ror that Aly Mohammed was ready to 
make his ſubmiſſions in perſon. The 
15 Enperor having been appriſed, that Sef- 
der Jung in his advice, was chiefly 
actuated by ſelfiſh motives; and being 
deſirous of pleaſing Kummereddeen 
Khan, : as well a as in conſideration of the 
exigency 5 


" — KHoJEf ABDULKURREEM. 16g 


exigency of his own affairs, conſented to 


ne propoſal. Before the Imperial army 
made its appearance againſt Aly Mo- 
hammed, he had taken the precaution 


to ſend all his treaſure and valuable 


effects to Kaim Jung, ſon of Mohammed 
Khan Bungiſh. The Emperor, there 


. fore, conſidering the near approach of 
- the rains, and the diſſentions amongſt 
| the Omrahs, contented himſelf with 
what had fallen into his hands, and re- 


| turned to Shahjehanabad. It having 
been ſtipulated that Aly Mohammed 


Khan ſhould reſide in ſome other part of 

| the empire, the Vizier had him ap- 
= pointed Foujdar of Sirhind, on which 
place the Tunkhas for the payment of the 
Turany troops were granted. 


A2 Account of the M Lurder i Nadir 
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8 Lab. 


ABOUT this Mis by letters from 
the Miniſters of Nadir Shah, and from 
the accounts of perſons juſt arrived 
from Perſia, was learnt the following 
e | 


Nadir Shah commenced his expedition 


make 


— 


againſt the Lezekee of Daghiſtan, or 
which he was making preparations when 
I took my leave of him at Cazvin. As 
he had conquered Hindoſtan and Turan 
without experiencing any of the hard- 
ſhips of war, he vainly imagined that he 
ſhould alſo now carry all before him, 
and arrogantly declared that he would 
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make proſtitutes of all the virgin daugh- 
ters of thir great men, and in retaliation 

of the blood of his brother, would deca- 
pitate five thouſand Lezekees: and con- 
fiding ſolely in his own ſtrength, ſought 
not the aid and favour of heaven. But 


the Lezekees, who are remarkable for 
their ſtrength and valour, gave him a 
different reception from what he had 
expected. 

I haye heard from many of the 
ſervants, Who attended his perſon, that 
in the wars of Hindoſtan, Turan, and 
Turkey, he never neglected his ablutions; 
but would then humble himſelf by 

: proftrating his forehead on the duſt; and 
make prayers and ſupplications to God; 
and that particularly during the battle 
with the Omrahs of Hindoſtan, he 
: alighted from his horſe, rubbed his face 
againſt the earth, and made loud pro- 


| teſtations of his own unworthineſs. 
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But in the war of Daghiſtan, he behaved 


ina manner quite contrary, being inflated 


with pride and arrogance, neglecting 
his duty to God: in conſequence of 
which, he experienced a reverſe of 
fortune; for the Lezekees, after having 
made great laughter amongſt his troops, 
took refuge in their mountains; and 

thus, although in fact victorious, he 


was obliged to give up the war, without 
having committed the rapine, and fatia- 


ted his revenge, in the manner he had 
meditated and threatened. After his 


return from Daghiſtan, he Raid ſome 
time in Iran, to prepare for the Turkiſh 


| war. He then marched to Kerkook, 
and after plundering Mouſſel, Diarbeker, 
and other places in that quarter, which 
I have deſcribed, proceeded to Nejeff, | 
and Kerbela, where he viſited the ſhrines 
of the Imams, and then proceeded 
through Irak Agem to Khoraſan. 


| Allavee 
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Allavee Khan, when he was at the | 
cour of Perſia, availing himſelf of Na- 
dir Sha.i's favour and kindneſs, employ- 
ed the opportunities, whilſt he was pre- 
ſeribing medicine, to adminiſter alſo 
wholeſome advice, and which the Shah 
took in very good part. The Hakeem 
Baſhy was alſo continually exerting his 
{kill to correct the impetuoſity of his 
temper, for the benefit of mankind : and 
by a proper medical treatment, his diſ- 
poſition was ſo much improved, that for 
a fortnight together he would not order 
the deſcipline of the ſtick, much leſs com- 
mand any one to be deprived of his eyes 
or life. And eſpecially when the at- 
tempt was made to aſſaſſinate him on 
the borders of Mazenderan, i in the man- 
ner already deſcribed, he did not puniſh 
any one, until he had coolly and deli- 
berately inveſtigated the matter. But 
after the departure of Allavee Khan, his 
Or res e 8 1 
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own phyſicians, from the dread of of- 
fending him, ſuffered the peccant hu- 
mours again to predominate, when he 
returned to his old courſes; every day, 
for the moſt trifling offences, he would 
order ſome to be deprived of their eyes, 
and others of their life. At laſt his 
cruelty had riſen to ſuch a pitch, that he 
had reſolved to have a general maſſacre 
of his Perſian troops, by the hands of the 


85 Afghans and Uzbecks, in whom alone 


he now placed confidence. But he was 
| himſelf murdered the very night prece- 
ding the morning in which he had de- 
termined to put his bloody purpoſe into 
execution. The following are the par- 
ticulars of this event. On the night of 
the 11th of Jemady ul Sany, A. H. 1160, 
(or June 8th 1747), near the city of 
 Khojoon, three days journey from Me- 
ſhed, Mohammed Kuly Khan Ardemee, 
who was of the fame tribe with Nadir 
| | Shah, 
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Shah, his relation, and Kuſhukee Ba- 
ſhee*, with ſeventy of the Kukſhek or 
guard, as well from a view to ſelf- preſer- 
vation, as at the inſtigation of their com- 
mander, bound themſelves by an oath to 
aſſaſſinate Nadir Shah; but when the 
appointed hour arrived, fifty-ſeven of 
them being ſeized with a panic, refuſed 
to join in the execution of the plot. 
The other thirteen, however, at night 
tore down the SeraperdahF, and enter- 
ing the Haram, killed the eunuch upon | 
guard, who refuſed them admittance : 
they then proceeded to the Shah. The 
ſubſtance of the various accounts is, that 
they diſpatched him with a matchlock 
ball, with blows, and wounds with 
ſwords and knives. It is faid, that at 
firſt he raged and abuſed; and then 
| — . for mercy; ; but 
neither 


Pl - Commanding Officer of the body-guard. 
The veil, or curtain of the tent. 
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neither prevailing, he was obliged to 


ſubmit to his fate. 


The women, with the jewel office and 


other valuable effects, having been ſent 
on before to Kelat, under the charge of 
_ Naflirullah Mirza, eſcaped the fury and 
rapine of the aſſaſſins. At day-break 
when the principal Omrahs aſſembled 
together to inveſtigate this aſtoniſhing 
event, they found the trunk of Nadir 
Shah lying headleſs on the ground, and 


an old woman | lamenting over the head. 


The troops and the country people, now 
plundered the Shah's camp with that 
fury, of which he had ſet them the ex- 
_ ample in Hindoſtan, Turan, Turkey, 
and other places. His head was ſent to 
Aly Kuly Khan, his brother's ſon, who 
had occaſioned the conſpiracy, in order 
to raiſe himſelf to the throne. From 


hence i is to be learnt, that it is better 


8 for kings to repoſe confidence in their 


_ ſervants, 
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| fervants, than! in 1 their neareſt relations. 
Nine days after the aſſaſſination, Aly 


Kuly Khan ordered the body to be re- 


moved to Meſhed, where it was buried 
on the fifteenth day, in the mauſoleum 


which Nadir Shah had prepared for 
himſelf. 


A variety of contemptible anagrams 
were made of the letters which form the 


date of his death“, and amongſt the reſt 


the following : In fire, in hell, with bis 


2 « grandfather, and father.” 
The date of his acceſſion to the throne 


: may be this expreſſed. * It ic good, in 


40. what has happened.” 15 


To ſpeak the truth, Nadir Shah was a 
brave and experienced ſoldier, poſſeſſed : 
of an acute, diſcriminating underſtanding, 
with activity, reſolution, and foreſight; 


he knew very well how to conquer, and 


» Every letrer i in the Arabick alphabet, has amen 


real value. 
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to make himſelf obeyed, but he was to- 
tally ignorant of the true principles of 
government, for the proſperity of a king- 
dom; and the impetuoſity of his temper, 
his cruelty and hardneſs of heart, made 
his name univerſally abhorred and deteſt- 
ed. From a verſe of Sheikh Mohammed 
Aly Hazeem*, it ſhould ſeem that Nadir 
Shah's grandfather, Imam Kuly Beg, 
Was a ſkinner : however, as it has been 
_ obſerved by a reſpectable perſonage, we 
ought not, on this occaſion, to give en- 
tire credit to the poet's aſſertion, fince 
he was an enemy to the Shah, and fled | 
into Hindoſtan from the dread of him. 
His age has not been exaCtly aſcertained, 
for want of his horoſcope. From the 
appearance of his countenance, the 
ſtrength of his limbs, and the vigour | 
of his faculties, he did not ſeem to be 
e - above 


* This excellent Poet died : a mort time fince at 
Benaris. | 
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above fifty years of age. Some fix his 
birth in A. H. 1099, (or A. D. 1687); 


and 1 have ſomewhere ſeen it written, 


that he was born on the 27th of Ramzan 


110, or r 3th June 1691. His beard 


Was quite white, and he uſed to have it 
dyed black regularly twice a week. 


Having loſt all his double teeth, he 


ſeldom eat food that required much 
maſtication, and when he did, ſwallowed 


it without chewing. His front teeth | 


were all ſound and firm i in his head. 


After the death of Nadir Shah, his 


nephew Aly Kuly Khan, with the 
aſſiſtance of Thamas Khan, Jelayer, and 
others of the nobility, mounted the 


| throne, and aſſumed the title of Aly Shah. 
He got poſſeſſion of ten crores* of rupees 


in money, with gold and filver bullion, 
and jewels to an incredible amount, with 

e e 5 2 
9 One hundred thouſand is one lack; one hundred 


5 lacks are one crore ; and one hundr ed crores are + one 
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the peacock throne, and other riches, 
which Nadir Shah had depoſited in 
Kelat. He put to death all the ſons and 
grandſons of Nadir Shah, excepting 
Sharokh Mirza, the ſon of Reza Kuly 
Mirza, by a daughter of Sultan Huſſein. 
He appointed his own younger brother 
Ibrahim Khan, his viceroy. 1 


KHOJEH ABDULKURREEM, 


: Tranfudtions at Lahoor, after the death 
of ZEKARIA Knax. 


JUST before the murder of Nadir. 
Shah, died Zekaria Khan the Soobahdar 
of Multan, who had married the ſiſter 

of Kummereddeen Khan, The Naib 
Soobahdary was immediately conferred 
upon Meer Momin Khan, and ſhortly 
after Yahia Khan, the eldeſt ſon of 
Zekaria Khan, was appointed Soobah- 
dah, through the intereſt of Kummered- 


deen Khan, whoſe daughter he had mar- 


ried. But before his arrival at Lahoor, 
his younger brother Hyatullah, to whom 
Nadir Shah had given the title of 
. Shahnowaz Khan, having raiſed 2 large 


0 3 army, 
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army, marched againſt him and took him 
priſoner, and thereby got entire poſſeſſion 
of all their deceaſed father's eſtate. Shah- 
nowaz Khan eraſed from his own ſeal 
the words, devoted ſervant of Moham- 
med Shah,” and in their place ſubſtituted 
this verſe: 8 

« O Lord thou art witneſs of my inten- 
6 OT 
ec Since my inclination 7s good, 22 
good upon me. 


In the border of the ſeal, inſtead of the 
Emperor's anceſtors, he cauſed to be en- 
5 graven the names of the twelve Imams, 

having abandoned the faith of the Sun- 

nies, and embraced that of the Schias. 

When he had made himſelf maſter of 

the city of Lahoor, he extorted conſider- 
able ſums of money from his father by 
officers, ſettled the revenues of the 
country, and took meaſures for continuing 
ny, ns, the 


KHOJEH ABDULKURREEM. 199 


the war. Kummereddeen Khan uſed 
entreaties and threats, to obtain the en- 
largement of Yahia Khan, but in vain. 
However, it was ſhortly after effected, 
by the contrivance of their aunt, with 
the aſſiſtance of ſome other ladies of the 
family. They placed Yahia Khan in a 
tray, and covering it up, had it conveyed 
from an entertainment as a ſervice of 


victuals; 3 and he having thus regained 
his liberty, travelled by unfrequented 


roads to Shahjehanabad. When Shah- 


nowaz Khan diſcovered the trick that 


had been played, he puniſhed all "the 


accomplices of the plot ; but he forgot 
his reſentment againſt his aunt, upon 
her making the following ſenſible and 


affectionate declaration, « Had circum- 


60 ſtances been reverſed, ſaid ſhe, and | 


„you the priſoner inſtead of Yahia 
6 Khan, 1 ſhould have exerted all my 


60 endeavours to have ſet you at liberty; 
04 „ 
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15 for the heart of a parent feels moſt af-. 
ec fection for the child who is in adverſi- 
e ty. I am now in your power, diſpoſe 
of me as you may think proper.” 
Shahnowaz Khan, charmed at her good- 
neſs of heart, and ſagacity, gave her no 
further trouble. 

Shahnowaz Khan, who perſuaded A 
ſelf that the Vizier would not proceed 
to hoſtillities, whilſt his ſon-in-law was 
in confinement, now that he had eſcaped, 
| began to. be alarmed for his own fafety, 
To add to his diſtreſs, Ahmed Shah 
Abdalle, upon hearing of the conteſt 


between the brothers, marched to Las 
hoor. 
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The Exaltation of Anwer Swan AB- 
DALLE. He invades e 


AHMED SHAH, the fon of Mo- 
hammed Zeman Khan Seldoze, a native 
of Herat, is one of the chiefs of his 
tribe; on which account, Nadir Shah 
always kept a watchful eye over him; 


but the officers of all ranks, treated him 
in private with great reſpect: and on the 

day that Nadir Shah was killed, they 
declared for Ahmed Shah. The Kezle- 
baſhes attempted to cruſh him, but he 


eluded all their deſigns, and by the ad- 
vice of Mohammed Sabir, a derveiſh, 
proclaimed himſelf king at Kandahar. 
Before he came to that Pines Moham- 
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med Khan Shirazy, the Beglerbeghy“ of 
Cabul, Peiſhore, and Sind, accompanied 
by Naſſir Khan, arrived in that neigh-_ 
bourhood, with thirty lacks of rupees, 
which they had collected from thoſe pro- 
vinces, and were carrying to Nadir Shah: 
but upon the intelligence of his death, : 
Nour Mohammed Khan, and other 
neighbouring chiefs, divided the money 
amongſt them. Ahmed Shah ordered 
them into cuſtody, and made them re- 
fund the money, which enabled him to 
raiſe troops, and make other preparations 
for conqueſt. Ahmed Shah proclaimed 
himſelf king in Kandahar, in the ſame 
year that Nadir Shah was killed. Mo- 
hammed Tuckee Khan was one of his 
principal Omrahs. When he had ſettled 
the revenues of Kandahar, Cabul, and 
Peiſhore, and appointed officers to col 
lect the duties and tribute, he ſet out up- 
: on 


SGovernor. 
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on the conqueſt of Hindoſtan, at the head 
of twelve thouſand men. He croſſed the 
river Attock, and | mma all the way 
to Lahoor. 8 
Shahnowaz Khan threw: up an in- 
trenchment, mounted cannon on the 
ramparts of the fort, and prepared to 
make a vigorous defence. Baba* Sabir, 
the derveiſh, went into the city of La- 
| hoor, to viſit the holy ſhrines, and ſee 
his mother, who reſided there; as well 
as to endeavour to prevail upon the go- 
vernor to ſurrender : but loſt his life in 
the attempt. 1 ſhall relate the particulars 
in the manner they were told me by Mo- 
| hammed Yar Khan, Ahmed Shah' s mint=- 
maſter, who was intimately acquainted 
with the derveiſh. Baba Sabir, a hand- 
ſome youth, was the ſon of a farrier of | 
Lahoor, and having an early inclination . 
to abandon * F left his o] n 
country 


* F ather, isa tile give to mendicants 
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country when very young, and travelled 
to Cabul, Kandahar and Herat. A ſhort 

time before the murder of Nadir Shah, 
Baba Sabir was pitching a little tent, 
and playing like a boy, when they aſked 
him, * Derveiſh, what are you about ?” 
He anſwered, © The kingdom of Nadir 
Shah being at an end, I am ſetting up 
« the tent of Ahmed Shah.” After the 
death of Nadir Shah, Ahmed Shah 
having obtained a kingdom as the der- 
veiſh had predicted, whatever he aſſerted 
afterwards gained univerſal credit. By 
his advice, Ahmed Shah aflumed the 
title of Doordawran, or the pearl of the 
age; from whence he and his Abdallees 

were afterwards called Dooranee. When 
they came to Lahoor, ; the dervieth 
inſiſted upon going to the city, notwith- 
ſtanding all Ahmed Shah's endeavours 
to diſſuade him from ſo raſh an underta- 
king, He accordingly ſet out, attended 
- 5 = by 
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by Mohammed Yar Khan. When he 
entered the city of Lahoor, the ſpies of 


Shahnowaz Khan brought intelligence, 


that the magician of Ahmed Shah was 


come with intention to bewitch all the 


cannon: He was accordingly ſeized, 
and brought before Shahnowaz Khan, 
who at the interceſſion of Adeeneh Beg 
Khan, received him with civility and 
reſpect: but not conſenting to the der- 
veiſh's propoſal of ſurrendering himſelf 


to Ahmed Shah, Sabir behaved with 
ſuch inſufferable inſolence, that he and 


Mohammed Var Khan were committed 


to priſon. The next day Shanowaz 
Than s courtiers perſuading him, that 
he would bring misfortune upon him- 


"ſelf by ſuffering Sabir the magician to 


live, he gave orders for him to be put to 
death, and the ſentence was executed in 
a cruel manner. But Mohammed Yar 


Khan, at the interpoſition of ſome of the 
courtiers 
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courtiers of Shahnowaz Khan, to whom 
he had formerly rendered good offices, 
was ſet at liberty. Ahmed Shah was ſo 
enraged at the death of his ſpiritual guide 
and ambafſador, that he inſtantly croſſed 
the Ravee to attack the enemy's in- 
trenchments, when the Moghuls were 
ſeized with terror, and fled. Shahnowaz 
Khan, in deſpair at the deſertion of his 
Moghuls, on whom he had placed his 
chief conſidence, haſtened to Dehly with 
his jewels and all his gold. However, 
Kummereddeen Khan was ſo much 
enraged at his former conduct, that he 
ordered him into cuſtody. The fortune 
of this man verified the old proverb, 
] Whoſoever digeth a pit jor 1s brother, 
ball fall therein himſelf. _ 
Shahnowaz Khan fled from Lahoor 
in the month of Moherrem 1 161, (or 

Jan. A. D. 1747). Thus Ahmed Shah, 
without ſtriking a blow, got poſſeſſion | 
| . 
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of that city. For above a month after, 


he was continually extorting large ſums 
of money from the inhabitants, and his 
army acted conformably to the words of 


the poet Sady, If the king ordereth 
« only half an egg to be taken by force; 


his army wall ſtick a thouſand fowls 
CO upon their ſpits.” 


I ſhall leave Ahmed Shah plundering 
Lahoor, and proceed with my narrative, 
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The Prince Sultan Al uRD marches to 
2G AHMED SHAH Doonaxv. : 


AS from the Emperor's weak ſtate of 
health, it would have been very in- 
convenient for him to have taken the 
field, the principal nobility adviſed him 
to ſend his ſon Sultan Ahmed to a& 
againſt the Dooranees ; and repreſented 
that provided the prince went with the 
army, not one of the Omrahs would alk 
any ſupplies of- money, or grants of 
jageer; but that if he ſent an army 
without the prince, there would be re- 
quired immediately ſixty lacks of rupees 
for the troops. of the Omrahs, beſides 
new grants of | jageers, The Emperor, 


2 however, | 
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however, had ſuch an affection for his 
ſon, that he could not be prevailed upon 


to part with him at that time: but 
rather conſented to exhauſt his treaſury, 


by iſſuing fixty lacks of rupees amongſt 


the troops of Kummereddeen | Khan, 
Sefder Jung, Rulfecar Jung, Rajah 
Iſſeree Singh, ſon of Jyſingh, Saadeddeen 


Khan, Bukht Singh, and other Omrahs : 


and after granting additional jageers, 


ordered the army to Proceed againſt the 
enemy. 


from the dread that the ſame enormities 


which they had experienced from Nadir 


Shah, would be committed over again. 


Salabut Khan and Zulfecar Khan return- 
ed to the Emperor, and convinced him of 
> p SE 


When they arrived at Suniput, intel- 
ligence was received, that Ahmed Shah 
was levying a large army at Lahoor, with 
deſign of marching to Dehly. The intel- 
| ligence occaſioned general conſternation, | 
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the neceſſity of encouraging tae troops, 
by the preſence of the prince. Sultan Ah- 


med accordingly proceeded to Suniput, : 
with a fourth part of the Imperial troops, 
and Zulfecar Jung was appointed his 

Ataleek or tutor. Rajah Iſſeree Singh, 
taking advantage of the poſture of affairs, 


applied tor the command of the caſtle of 


Rinthore, and in hopes of ſucceeding 


ſtaid behind : but Kummereddeen Khan, 


g and Sefder Jung, poſitively objected to 
the meaſure, from the perſuaſion that if 


ſuch an important fortreſs got into the 


hands of the Rajpoots, it would be im- 


poffible again to diſpolieſs them; they t 


the ſame time told the Rajah's agent, that 
if his maſter did not chooſe to join the 

army, he might return to his own country. 

Iſſeree Singh being at enmity with his 


brother, who was married to a daughter 


of the Ranna, and as other Zemindars 
N alſo ill diſpoſed towards him, he 


thought | 
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thought it moſt prudent not to diſpleaſe 


the Emperor, and accordingly Joined the 


army. 


| ' Amongſt the Omrahs who accompanied 
the Shahzadeh *, were the following, 
Kummereddeen Khan, the Vizier, with 


his two ſons, and the Turany Moghuls, 


his dependents, Janiſh Khan, Ahmed 


Zeman Khan, Mohammed Atta Khan, 
and Sefder Jung, with a few troops, and 


Iſſeree Singh, with a body of Rajpoots 

in faffron-coloured dreſſes. A perſon 
ſtaining his cloaths with faffron before 
he goes to battle indicates that he i 1s re- 


ſolved to conquer or die; but this cow- 


ardly boaſter fled in the beginning of 


the action. Under the prince 8 ſtandard 


marched alſo Naſſir Khan, Who had 


been formerly Soobahdar of Peiſhore; 


and Mohyeddeen Aly Khan. The fol- : 


; lowing great Omrahs remained with the 
'p Emperor: 
0; The Ran þ s be, the Price. 
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Enmperor': : Ghazyeddech Khan, Inte 

zam ed-dowlah, ſon of Kummereddeen 

Khan, Jilaleddeen Hyder Khan“, ſon of 

| Sefder Jung, Iſhak Khan+, Dewan of 
the Kalſch, or exchequer, Saadeddeen 

Khan, Khanſaman, or ſteward of the 
houſehold, Abdulmejeed Khan Mejded- 
dowlah, and Rajah Bukht Sing Ra- 
thore 


* Afterwards the Nawab Shuja ed-dowlah. 
* A particular tribe of Raj poots. 
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T be feat of the ABDALLEES. 


AFTER a conſultation of the princi- 
pal Omrahs, it was determined, that the 
army ſhould advance beyond the plain 
of Karnal, which had proved ſo unfor- 


tunate to the troops of Hindoſtan, i in the 
action with Nadir Shah ; they therefore 


5 proceeded to the ferry of Matcheewareh, 


and encamped on the banks of the 


Setluje. Here they received intelli- 


gence, that Ahmed Shah, after croſſing 


the Rawee, had gone to Sirhind, and 


was now poſſeſſing himſelf of all the 


treaſure and effects in that quarter; upon 


which the Shahzadeh with the army, 


turned back again, and marched towards 


Sir hind. 


F-q: When 
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When they arrived within four coſe 
of Sirhind, a cannonading commenced 
on both ſides, which was repeated for 
ſixteen days, till the 22d of Rebby ul 
Awwel, A. H. 1161, (or 10th March, . 
1748,) when both armies drew up in 
order of battle. 

Kummereddeen Khan was fitting in 
his tent after having performed his 
Prayers, intending to proceed ſhortly to 
action, when a cannon- ball from the 


enemy, ſtruck him on the ſide, and de- 


prived him of life. His ſon Maayen ul 
Mulk, immediately i informed the Shah 
ꝛzadeh and Sefder Jung of this dire event; 
and after calling together the officers 4 
his deceaſed father's troops, repreſented 
to them the neceſſity of keeping his 
death ſecret from the army; aſſured 
them of his reſolution to conquer or 
periſh in the action, and deſired that 
thoſe who were not hearty | in the cauſe. 


would 
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would retire. They were all animated 
by his example, and promiſed to ſupport 
him at the expence of their lives; then 
having cauſed it to be reported, that the 
Vizier not chooſing to ſtir abroad that 
day, had appointed his ſon to act in his 
ſtead, Maayen ul Mulk mounted his 
elephant, and led on the troops to the 
charge. The Abdallees ſuſtained the 
attack with valour ; and the conteſt was 
: bloody and obſtinate on both fides, 
Maayen ul Mulk diſplayed great military 2 
till and intrepidity. Janiſh Khan was 
Hed; 
The Abdallees were now gaining 
the advantage, owing to the deſer- 
tion of Iſſeree Singh, and his troops, 
which left one of the flanks of the Im- 
perial army entirely expoſed to the ene- 
my, till Sefder Jung advanced to its ſup- 
port ; Mayeen ul Mulk renewed the at- 
tack, the enemy ſuffered great laughter, 
T4 and 
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and at length were obliged to retreat. 
On account of the death of the Vizier, 
the Shahzadeh did not think proper to 


purſue the enemy, but encamped on the 


banks of the Setluje, where we will now 
: leave him. 
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The death of MOHAMM ED Shan. A 
Jn account of 11S PORT 


1 HAVE heard from well informed 
perſons, that the deſcendants of Ameer 
Timour, had not fully eſtabliſhed their 
empire in Hindoſtan, till the middle of 
the reign of Akber, and his attention 8 
was ſo much given to temporal affairs, 
that he neglected ſpiritual concerns. The 
wiſe adminſtration of Alumgeer, gave 
ſplendour to religion, and from his ju- 
dicious regulations the government ob- 
tained full vigour. This monarch, who | 
introduced the collection of Jezyah® i in 
Hindoſtan, beſides being pious, was 
learned, wiſe, and active in buſineſs: 

= ar 


: * Capitation tax levied from infidels. 5 
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but the wars which enſued amongſt his 
ſons and grandſons, after his death, 
weakened the empire, and brought on 
its decline : in theſe bloody conteſts for 
the empire, periſhed all the old and ex- 
perienced ſervants of the crown. Sum- 
marily, after the death of Alumgeer, 
bloody battles were fought between his 
ſons Bahadre Shah, Azem Shah, and 
Sultan Kambukhſh. By the will of 
heaven Bahadre Shah obtained the king- 
dom, and aſſumed the title of Shah Alum 
or King of the World: he was pious, 
learned, courteous, and munificent to 
2 fault; and had a numerous family. 
During the life-time of his father, he 
had made a vow, that it he ſhould after- 
wards be king, he would gratify the de- 
fire of every one; and by a religious per- 
' formance of this engagement, ſo incom- 
patible with the laws of government, by 
| exceſſive larg geſſes and immenſe gifts, he 


exhauſted 7 
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exhauſted the treaſures accumulated by 
Shahjehan, and which his father had fa 
greatly augmented. Nevertheleſs, out 


of regard to the nobleneſs of his deſigns, 


and his perſonal yalour, the Omrahs, 
the army, the governors of provinces, 
and the Zemindars, reſpected his autho- 
rity, and were ever dutiful and obedient 


to his commands. On his demiſe, new 


wars broke out between his ſons Mo- 


ezeddeen, Azeem us Shan, Raffich us 
Shan, and Jehan Shah. | Moezeddeen 
7 gained the throne, and took the title of 


Fehander Shah, or the Poſſe ſor of the 


World. He was very robuſt, poſſeſſed 
courage and military {kill; but he had 
reigned only eight months, when his 


nephew Ferukhſeer, came from Bengal, 


and took him priſoner in battle; and to 
the utter diſgrace of the victor, he was | 


put to death in a cruel manner. Shortly 
after, Zulfecar Khan experienced the 
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like fate. Ferukhſeer, owing his exal- 
tation to the two Syed brothers Huſſein 
Aly Khan, and Abdullah Khan, loaded 
them with honours; but happening at 


laſt to diſpleaſe them, they deprived him 
of his crown and life. Huſſein Aly 


Khan, who was Meer Bukhſhee®, and 


Soobahdar of the Dekhan, taking ad- 
vantage of the miſunderſtanding between 
his brother and F erukhſeer, carried with 
him a pretender to the throne in a cover= 
ed carriage. When he arrived at Dehly, 


he neglected to wait upon the Emperor, 


and after having alarmed his fears to the 
utmoſt, openly declared, that it was his 
intention to faerifice the pretender to the 


Emperor' 8 pleaſure, by delivering him 
up at the firſt interview. After a long 


negotiation, it was agreed, that Huſſein 


Aly Khan ſhould make his ov, n arran ge- 
ments 1n the government, and then 
N OD os: come 
Pay maſter General. | 
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come and pay his reſpects to the 
Emperor. He accordingly entered the 


fort, and ſent his own men into the 


Haram, from whence they dragged out 


F erukhſeer, and carried him to priſon. 
In order to preſerve the appearance of 
royalty, the brothers raiſed to the throne, 


Reffeih ul Dirjat, ſon of Raffeih us 
Shan. Having now effectually reſumed 


all the power of the government, the 


office of Vizier was conferred upon Ab- 


dullah Khan, and that of Meer Bukhſhee 


upon Huſſein | Aly Khan, as before. 
Some people aſſert, that the followin g 
verſes were written by Ferukhſeer 
whilſt in priſon : : but others attribute 


the compoſition to his tutor, and ſay 


that he only repeated them. 
The heart is intoxicated with madneſe 
give it not wine. 


It is habituated 70 fre; ; give. it not 


water, 


To 
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To every one who enquireth * the 


condition of my heart ; 


Breathe only a gl upon the th, give 


hun 10 anſwer. 


A few days after, F erukhſcer was de- 


ſtroyed by poiſon: in order to be ſure 
he was dead, they cut the ſoles of his 


feet, and then buried him. 
Raffeih ul Dirjat being of a weak con- 


5 ſtitution, and much addicted to drinking 
an infuſion of poppy heads, reigned only i 
three months and eleven days. Abdullah 
| Khan and his brother then raiſed to the 
' throne his brother Raffeih-ed-dowleh, 
and gave him the title of Shahjehan. 

They made him march from Agra to 
oppoſe Naikoſeer, who had been ſet up 


in oppoſition by Metreſain, and others. 
Naikoſeer was taken priſoner. Shah jehan 
being fickly, like his brother, and ad- 
dicted to the ſame intemperance, ſoon 

deſcended 
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deſcended from the throne into the 
coffin. 

At the death of Shahjchar, his brother 
Roſhem Akhter* was taken out of con- 
finement at Dehly, and placed on the 
throne on the begining of Zekahdeh 
A. H. 1131 (or in October 1719), with 
the title of Mohammed Shah. The 
5 grand entertainment which he gave on 

Sunday the 9th of Shawal 11 33 (or July 
22d 1721), was on account of ſome 
aſtrological prediction. Mohammed 
Shah being at that time a very beautiful 
youth, a reſpectable poet made the 


following lines upon the circumſtances 
of his acceſſion. = 


Ir was 4 bright far, noc it bas become 
the moonF. 


Toſe pb tame out of . jon, end Was 
King. 


The 
The ant far. 
+ Joſeph f is called by the Eaſtern . tHe « Moon of 
Egypt. 
4 According to the Koran Joſeph was King of Egypt 
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The miniſters ſettled it, that during 
the ſeven months of Raffeih ul Dirjatand 
Rafteih-ed-dowleh the throne ſhould 
be conſidered as having been vacant, and 
that time be added to the reign of Mo- 
hammed Shah whereby they place his 
acceſſion on the 1ſt of Rebby ul Awwel, 
which extends his reign to 30 years where- 
as it was only 29 years and fix months. 

FHuſſein Aly Khan, in order to be re- 
venged upon Nizam ul Mulk, for having : 
defeated and ſlaughtered his troops, made 
Mohammed Shah march againſt him on 
the 27th of Zilhejeh (or 18th Oct. 1720) 
in the ſecond year of his reign. During | 
the expedition, Meer Hyder Khan, at the 
inſtigation of Mohammed Ameen Khan, 
pretending to have received injuries from 


him, preſented a falſe petition on the 
ſubject to Huſſein Aly Khan, and whilſt 
he was reading it, ſtabbed him with a 
knife; and repeating the blow till he 
expired ; 
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expired; but the aſſaſſin was inſtantly 
cut to pieces. Mohammed Shah ſoon 
after gave up the expedition and returned 
towards Dehly, 3 in order to oppoſe Ab- 
dullah Khan, who upon the news of his 
brother's aſſaſſination, took out of priſon 
Sultan Ibraheem, ſon to Raffeih us Shan, 
and declared him Emperor; and was 
marching at the head of a large army to 
to take vengeance on the murderers of 
his brother. On Friday the 13th of 
 Moherrem, in the 2d year of the reign, 
(or 24 November, 1720), a battle was 
fought, when Abdullah Khan being 
made priſoner, Mohammed Ameen Khan 
| was appointed Vizier in his ſtead. Six 
weeks after his promotion, Mohammed 
Ameen Khan died a natural death, when 
the Emperor wanted to confer the 
Vizarut upon Khandowran, but the 
Turany Moghuls being diffatisfied with 
8 him, raiſed a tumult, when n | 
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Khan, univerſally reſpected for his in- 


tegrity and abilities, was made deputy 
Vizier, and Nizam ul Mulk grand Vi- 
Zier; and when the latter came to Dehly, 
he was formally inveſted with the office, 


by receiving a khelut, or dreſs, and 


other honorary diſtinctions. But after- 
wards , differences happening | between the 
Emperor and Nizam ul Mulk, the Viza- 


rut was beſtowed upon Kummereddeen 


Khan, on the 2d of Zekahdeh, in the 
fixth year of the reign, (or 11th July, 
1724). The Emperor from this time 
delivered himſelf up to indolence and 
pleaſure, till the invaſion of Nadir Shah 
changed his joy into ſorrow. During 
the reign of Mohammed Shah, there 
were continual diſſenſions amongſt the 
Omrahs; ; ſo that whenever one began 
a buſineſs properly, ſome other, i in order 
to promote his own ſelfiſh views, would | 
be ſure to countera&t and fruſtrate his 


good 
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good intentions. The Emperor all the 
while looked on without daring to inter- 
fere, from the apprehenſion of experien 


cing the fate of Ferukhſeer and the two 
Syeds. But what was worſe than the 
feuds amongſt the Omrahs, they had 
formed connections with the Zemindars; . 
each Ameer in his turn, inſinuating that 
if another ventured to rebel, he could be 
cruſhed by means of ſome. particular 


Zemindar, the Emperor was thereby 


prevailed upon to ſtrengthen one after 


another, till at length the Zemindars got 


poſſeſſion of the whole power of the 
empire, and the Omrahs ſunk into in⸗ 


ſignificance. © is, however, but juſt 


to obſerve, that thoſe evils did not reſult 
from any peculiar depravity i in the pre- 
| ſent nobility, but were the natural effects 


of a feeble government, when the au- 
thority of the monarch being treated 


with contempt, cabals and diſſentions 
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invariably ariſe amongſt the nobility, 


and in their conſequences are the ruin of 


the empire. 


I have been told, that Mohammed 
Shah! in his youth was of a robuſt make, 


and poſſeſſed a very good underſtandin g 
but in the latter part of his life, from 
ſickneſs, and the conſtant uſe of opium, 
his mind, and his whole frame were 
weak and debilitated. He was born on 
Friday the 23d of Rebby ul Awwel, 


A. H. 1114, (or 5th Auguſt, 1702). 


in the neighbourhood of Ghuzneen; 
8 and died at Dehly on the 27th of Rebby 
| 1 Sanys 1161, , (or 14th April, md. 
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At the time Mohammed Shah died, 


the Prince Sultan Ahmed was with the 
army at Sirhind ; and Malekhah ul Ze- 
many *, Mohammed Shah's widow, 

who was a daughter of Ferukhſeer, in 
order to prevent any ſudden commotions, 
enjoined Ghazyeddeen Khan, and ſome 
other Omrahs to keep the event ſecret, 


till the prince's arrival. Sultan Ahmed, 


on receiving intelligence of his father's 

death, ſet out immediately for Shah- 
| jehanabad, leaving Nizam ul Mulk go- 

venor of Lahoor. , : 


»The Empreſs of the age. : 


Qs 
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SULTAN Anu afetnds the Throne. 


AT Moe on the 2d of Jemady 
ul Awwel, 1161, (or April 18th, 1748), 
the Nawab Sefder Jung, having made 
the neceſſary preparations for the inaugu- 
ration of the new monarch, by ſetting up | 
the Imperial Chetr®, and other inſignia 
of royalty, congratulated Sultan Ahmed 
upon his acceſſion to the throne of 
Hindoſtan, and did him homage. The 

Emperor returned the compliment by 
 faying. © I alſo congratulate you, upon 
the Vizarut.” The other Omrahs who 
were preſent were honoured with differ- 
ent marks of the royal favour. The 
Emperor directed chat the following 


titles 
* Or umbrella, is one of the infgna of royalty, 


7 
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titles ſhould be uſed in the pulpit and on 
the coin: Majabideddeen, Abulnaſfir, 


Ahmed Shah, Bahadre, Padſha Ghazi ; 


or the warrior in defence of religion, the 


father of victory, Ahmed Shah, the 


valiant, the victorious king, 


| Thoſe who were perfectly converſant 
in the proper forms, repreſented to the 
Emperor, that not one of the deſcendants 


of Timour had ever aſſumed the title of 


Bahadre, but had only conferred it upon 


their ſervants : 2 however this remon- 


ſtrance did not make him change his 
; orders, and Bahadre was included amongſt 
his titles. The Nawab Sefder Jung was 


was formally inveſted with the Vizarut ; 
the office of Meer Buckſhee, was obtained 


| by Syed Selabut Khan Zulfecar Jung, 
on the removal of Aſof Jah*. Nizam 


ul e Itemadeddowleh, fon of the 
late 


2 Is dignity like Aſof, who they ſay v was Solomon's 


Virier, is a title commonly given to the grand Vizier. 
+ The arrangement of the e, the n being here 5 


| uſed for the perſon, 


234 MEMOIRS OF 


late Kummereddeen Khan, was ap- 

pointed ſecond Bukhſhee: and the Naw- 

ab Abdulmajid Mejdeddowleh * thirxd 
Bukhſhee, or paymaſter, Theſe were 
the only changes that then happened, 
all the other Omrahs ſtanding confirmed 
in their reſpective offices. The Empe- 
ror's mother, who was a concubine, 
named Oudhem Biey; now obtained the 
title of Nawab Biey, and ſometimes 
after Nawab Koodſieh Sahebehzemany -f. 
Jaweid Khan, the eunuch, who had 
been many years in her ſervice, was at 
her recommendation appointed Daro- 
gha of the Addar Khanehy ; the Feel 
Khaneh, perfume office and of the 
Ghoſul Khanch||, with the title of Nawab 
Bahadre. Min Khan, the king's ma- 
ternal uncle, obtained a munſeb of ſix 


_ thouſand 
Father of the preſent Abdullah ed Khan. 
+ The holy Nawab, the Miſtreſs of the age. 
f Superintendant. $ The Water-houſe. 
U The Bath, = N 
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_ thouſand, and the title of Moatekid ed 
dowleh#. 

The following event which 3 | 
in the ſame year, was the cauſe of great 
commotions. On the feſtival of Zuhah, 
| Sefder Jung, 1 in returning from the Eed- 

gah ＋ to his own houſe, paſſed through 
the market place called Neegumbobdh, 
7 when ſuddenly ſome thatches on the 
right ſide of the ſtreet appeared i in flames, 
and there was diſcharged from that quar- 
ter a volley of matchlock and piſtols 
balls. Several of the ſervants in the 
front of the proceſſion were wounded, 
but fortunately the Nawab himſelf did 

not receive any injury. Notwithſtanding 5 
all the enquiries that were made, the 
parties concerned in this audacious act 
could never be diſcovered: however, 

Rs ee 

. The va fervan of the Nate, : 


4 The place where the bed are celebrated. 
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as it occaſioned ſuſpicions in the mind 
of Sefder Jung unfavourable to the Em- 
peror, he abſented himſelf from court 
for three months. At laſt the exigency 
of the Emperor s affairs was ſuch, that 
he was perſuaded by his friends to pay 
the Vizier a viſit, when by this con- 
deſcenſion, and the moſt ſolemn proteſta- 
tions, Sefder Jung was ſatisfied of his in- 
— 


A ſoon as Ahmed Shah Doorany re- 


ceived intelligence of the feuds at court, 
he marched from Cabul for Lahoor. 
However Nizam ul Mulk, the Soobah- 
dah of Penjab, ſtopped his progreſs, by 
_ promiſing to remit him annually fourteen 
lacks of rupees, in ſatisfaction of the 


revenues of ſome places ceded to Nadir 


Shah, for the payment of the expences 


of Cabul, and which Nadir Shah, till his 


death, received regularly from Zakaria 


Khan. a 


KHOJEH ABDULKURREEM. 237 
Khan. Upon this negociation, the Doo- 
ranees returned to Kandahar, and Pen- 
| Jabeſcaped the horrors of devaſtation and 

plunder, Eo 
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An Account of the death of ALV Mo- 
HAMMED Knax, the Robillah, and of” 
the contentions which enſued between his 

Sons and the Nawas Knim Kaan, 
Son of MonAaMMED KHAN BUN 
GISH. e 1 


UPON the death of Kunmereddeen 
Khan, Aly Mohammed Khan, Rohillah, | 
Zemindar and Foujdar of Ownlah and 
Bungiſh, was under the neceſſity of 
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feigning a friendſhip with Sefder Jung 
the Vizier, and till his death acted with 
well diſembled humility. His ſons, imi- 
tating his example, connected them- 
ſelves with Sefder Jung : but he, ſenſi- 
ble that his country could never be ſecure 
whilſt 
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whilſt the Afghans maintained any pow- 
er in that quarter, reſolved to extirpate 
them, by ſowing diſſentions between 
thoſe of Roh and thoſe of Bungiſh. 
There are various ſtories on this ſubject, 
but what follows, appears to be moſt 
| probable and conſiſtent. The Emperor 
and his {miniſters, | ſecretly | _ perſuaded 
Kaim Khan to deſtroy the ſons of Aly 

Mohammed, by promiſing him poſſeſſion 
of their territory. At the ſame time, 
Sefder Jung encouraged the ſons of Aly = 
5 Mohammed to make a vigorous op- 
poſition to Kaim Khan, and pretended to 


give orders to Nevil Roy, the Naib 


Soohbahdar of Oudh, to march himſelf 
with troops to the ſupport of the Rohil- 
lahs. Accordin gly Kaim Khan took 
the field with a large army againſt the 
- Rohillahs, reſolved to deſtroy them, 
whilſt the Rohillah Chiefs confiding 
on the aſſurances they had received from 
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Sefder * marched out boldly to op- 
poſe him, expecting to be ſoon joined by 
Nevil Roy. Kaim Khan, ſeeing the 
critical Station of affairs, reſolved to 
attack the Rohillahs before they ſhould 
be ſtrengthened by their junction with 
| Nevil Roy. The Rohillahs, now 


alarmed at their ſituation, ſued for peace; 


but Kaim Chan refuſed to liſten to their 
8 propoſals, and purſued his operations : i 
with vigour. 1 Rohillahs, driven to 
; deſpair, laid troops in ambuſh with can- 
: non, and after a ſhort ſkirmiſh took to 
2 flight. Kaim Khan, inflated with pride 
by the repeated ſolicitations for peace, 
and thinking he had now gained the 
victory, purſued the enemy careleſsly, 
till he came in front of the ambuſh, when 
the concealed artillery was ſo well ſerved, 
that he and all his principal officers were 
killed, and the whole army fled with , 
precipitation to Ferukhabad. Thus 


| the 


5 
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| the Rohillahs, from their humility, and 
not having confided on their ſtrength, 
returned victorious to Ownleh and Bun- 


gurh. The Emperor and the Vizier, 


upon receiving intelligence of the death 


of Kaim Khan, had reſolved to 
ſend an officer to confiſcate his pro- 
perty, when they learnt the mother of 
the deceaſed, had agreed to pay the 
Mahrattahs twenty lacks of rupees, pro- 
vided they would extirpate the Rohillahs, 
and ſend her Saadullah Khan, the ſon of 


Aly Mohammed, to be put to death, in - 
retaliation of the blood of her fon. As 


this invaſion of the Mahrattahs, would 

| have expoſed the territory of Sefder Jung 
to their devaſtations, he perſuaded the 
Emperor to march towards F erukhabad 5 
in the month of Moherrem 116 3, (or in 
Dec. 1749, ) to prevent the threatened 

_ irruption. When they arrived i in Sircar 
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| Kow!l#, it was agreed, that the Emperor 
with Ghazyeddeen Khan, Intezam ed 
dowleh, and ſome others of the Omrahs, 
ſhould continue there; whilſt Sefder 
Jung, with Abdulmajeed Khan Caſh- 
meery, and Lutfullah Khan Panyputty, 
| Shere Jung, &c. were to proceed to Fe- 
rukhabad, in order to confiſcate the 
eſtate of the late Kaim Khan. But the 
5 mother of Kaim Khan, who was 4 wo- 
man of great penetration and prudence, 
having learnt theſe reſolutions, repaired 
immediately to the Vizier's camp, at- 
tended only by 300 cavalry. After 2 
long conference ſhe agreed to ſend the 
Emperor fifty lacks of rupees, and faith- 
fully fulfilling her engagement, the Em- 
peror marched back to Shahjehanabad, | 


ln Agra, 
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Some Account of the NAwAB MoArE- 
MID UL Mzetovus, SYED ALLAVEE 


Ruan, HAKEEM Bay. 


THE my of this illuſtrious perſon- 


gage, is Mirza Mohammed Haſhem; 
his father Was Hakeem Mohammed Ha- 
di; and his grandfather was Syed Mo- 
zuffereddeen, Huſſein Allavee, of Sn 
ſtock of Mohammed Haneef#, Syed 
Monuffer eddeen was a learned phyſician : 
of Beabanek in Khoreſan, and afterwards 5 
ſetled at Shiraz, which is the native ſoil of 
his deſcendants. - Mirza Mohammed 


Hadi, his ſon, beſides his il! in phyſic 


. 
„ A Son of ar not x by rain, but of another = 


marriage. 
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and ſurgery, which was famous through- 


out Iran, was a remarkable fine penman, 
and poſſeſſed other accompliſhments in 
an eminent degree. He lived like a 


Calender *, and Was ſtiled Mirza Hadi 


5 Calendery. During his ſtudies, he wore 
the dreſs of the learned, but when 3 


Was compoſing verſes, and in com 
pany, at coffee-houſes, his habit was 
that of a Calender. The following 
are the moſt renowned of his pupils, 


| who. have viſited Hindoſtan : : Sheikh 
Mohammed Huſſein, Hakeem ul 
Memalik, whoſe poetical name is 
Shohret ; he was the greateſt phyſician 
of his time, and a good poet. Hakeem 
| Mohammed Iſmail Shirazy, who ſettled 
-— itt Akberabadf, and was from thence 
cCulled en, Was a phyſician of 


great 
* A kind of Mohammedan monks, who _—_ 


+ Renown. | 
4 The ci of Aer, af 
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great ſkill and extenſive practice. Ha- 
keem Aly Nuckee Khan, who was pa- 
tronized by the Nawab Azeemullah 


Khan. Alſo Hakeem Mortiza, and 


Hakeem and Moulavee Nuſſeira, who 
went from Azeemabad to Shiraz. Theſe 
with many other pupils of Mirza Mo- 
hammed Hadi, ſettled 1 in Hindoſtan, the 
| Dekhan, Iran, and other countries. 
The poetical name of Mirza Mohammed 
Hadi is Shehrer* : Allavee Khan had 


:- poſſeſſion of a dewan + of his compo fing. f 


He died in the year 1107, or 16955, aged 
ſixty three years, and was buried near 
the tomb of Imam Mouſſa Kazim at 
Shiraz. He left behind him two ſons, 

Mirza Mohammed Haſhem (or Allavee 

Khan) and Mirza Mohammed Huſſein. 

; OE 1 


* Spark of fire. 
+ A Dis i is a ſeries of Odes, running Weed | 
the whole alphabet, all the rhymes of the firſt ter- 


minating in the firſt letter, of the fecond 1 in the ſecond 
letter, and fo on. 
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The latter was very learned in phyſie, 
as he has ſhewn by his commentary 
on the Canoonchee“. Mirza Moham- 
med Haſheem ſtudied under his ' father, 
aſſiſted by Moulla Lutfullah Shirazy, | 
and Akhoond Meſſicha Aſſiey. He tra- 
velled from Siraz to the Dekhan in 
A. H. 1111, or A. 9. 1699, being then 
in the 34th year of his age, and was pre- 
ſented to Alumgeer during the ſiege of 
Sittareh; that Emperor honoured him 
with a khelut + and a munſebt, and 
placed him him in the ſervice of his ſon 
Mohammed Azem Shah. In conſidera- 
tion of his family deſcent and renowned 


| ſkill, he obtained in marriage the daugh- 


ter of Hakeem Mohammed  Shefia 
 Shuſhteree. In the reign of Bahadre 5 
TO, Shah, 


® Or ſhort Canons of the art of Phot, 
+ A Dreſs given on appoinment 0 an office, and 
| other public occalions. N ; 


4 Dig ignity, 
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Shah, he obtained the title of Allavee“ 


Khan, with an increaſe of his munſeb, 


and jageer- F. Whilſt he was in the ſer- 
vice of Mohammed Shah, that monarch 
| ordered him his weight in gold and ſilver, 5 
raiſed his munſeb to ſix thouſand, with 


2 monthly ſtipend of three thouſand ru- 


pees, and gave him the title of Moate- 
med ul Melook ff. From the univerſal | 
fame of his learning and ſkill, Nadir 
Shah, after the capture of Dehly, ſhewed 
| him great reſpect, and under a promiſe | 
that he ſhould be permitted to make a 
pilgrimage to Mecca, he was prevailed 
_ upon to accompany that conqueror on 
his departure from Hindoſtan, as I have 
before related. He was continually bu- 
ſied either in writing preſcriptions for 
the fick, or in literary purſuits, and yet ; 
to the age of 3 years, had never 
worn 


9 The exalted Khan or CITE 
+ An aſſignment of land. 
1 The Ty int of Kings, 


* — Sn — . Y — 
| — . 
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worn ſpectacles, and was poſſeſſed of ali 
his other faculties in full vigour. A- 
mongſt his works one entitled umma l 
Jewama, or the Collection of Collections, 


s of ſuch extenſive erudition, that if all 


7 the other books in phyſic were to be loſt, 
the whole art would be found preſerved | 
in this volume. He wrote very good 
verſes, and has been celebrated by many 
poets. He was born at Shiraz in Ram- 
zan 1080 (or January 1669), and died of 


1 dropſy, at Shahjehanabad on the 29th: e 


of Rejeb 1162, (or 3d July 17 
Conformably to the directions in his laſt 
will, his remains were interred near the ; 
tomb of Nizam ed deen Aulia. As he 

had no children, the Emperor at his 
death iſſued an order for the confiſcation | 
of his property into the exchequer ; but 
afterwards, at the interpoſition of Sefder 

Jung the Vizier, it was commanded that 


f his cane, of. every deſeript on. ſhould 
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be divided amongſt bls heirs in Bengal 


and Shiraz: and Hakeem Aly Nuckee 
Khan#, his ſiſter” 8 ſon, was intruſted with 


the diſtribution. A years before his 


death, he had dedicated his library to 
the uſe of the public, under the ad- 
| miniſtration of Aly Nuckee Khan, and 
the books were lent to any one e who 


wanted to ſtudy them. 


| * The maternal uncle of che Neeb Mohammed Real 
Khan Mozuffer Jung, whoſe father Nawab Hadi Ax 
Than then enjoyed the office of Darogha of the Da 
al Shefa, or Hoſpital at Moorſhedabad, which is now 


held, but with reduced allowances, by Mozuffer Jung's 


: elder brother, the Nawab Mohammed Huſſein. Khan a 5 


N reſpettable charafter, 


— — — — 


es eons 


— inn tare SE — ee 


BOOKS printed by J. S. BARRA, 
Bridges- Street, Covent-Garden. 


N ö * 
— — 


—1— IS 


2 


TIONS, as were practiſed by the late 
Dr. HUGH SMITH, M. D. 


for among other diſorders, 


ELEGANT MEDICAL PRESCRIP-= 


Inflamations Fevers in General 
Convulfions Rheumatiſm 
Relaxed Solids Small Pox 
Scurvy Mleaſles 
Nervous Complaints Head Ach 
Piles e Palſy 
Stone | Aſthma 
Lues Venera Conſumptiou 
Hooping Cough Diſeaſes of Women 


Scrophulous Affections of the Skin, &c. | 
This Book will be found of the greateſt utility as contain» 


ing preſcriptions for moſt diſorders by one of the ableſt of his 


rofeſſion, and eſpecially where the aid of a phyſician is not 
immediately to be procured, _ | | 1 
1 Price Three Shillings, ſewed, 
The DUEL: or. Nature will Prevail, 


A Novel. three volumes, 98. ſeweds 


| ARLEY ; or, the Faithleſs Wife, 
A Novel, two volumes, 58. ſewed. 
—4— 
RE MARES ix a JOURNEY 
Co FROM e . 
PARIS to CONSTANTINOPLE, 

Selected from the Elegant Letters of Lady CRAVEN, and 

interſperſed with Accounts from various Authors, and 


embelliſhed with a capital Engraving of Lady Craven in 
the Cave of Antaparos. 38. ſewed. N ow 


